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 8th April 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope this finds you and your families well during these extraordinary times. 

As I’m sure you are well aware, the school is likely to remain closed for the foreseeable future and having sent out 

learning packs designed to last approximately two weeks, we are now looking to use our home learning platform 

‘SeeSaw’ to set future work for the children to do at home.  

Every Monday, the teachers will upload new work to the Seesaw platform. This work has been carefully thought-out 

to allow the children to do the majority of it independently. All that we would ask is that you support logging on, help 

the children to access the work by reading or explaining anything they don’t understand and maybe giving them a 

gentle reminder to do it across the week. For our youngest children in Nursery and Reception, we have also tried to 

provide some simple activities to enjoy together.  

I realise that many of you will feel additional pressure to ensure that the children complete work each day but this 

work has been specifically designed to be completed across the week, so can be done at a time chosen by you. It 

could be that some days you will find that the children are happy to work through several pieces at a time whilst on 

others it may be like trying to get blood out of a stone.  

Speaking from experience, as a dad with a reception age child, an 11 year old and a teenager all trying to work 

harmoniously at home together…the best advice I can give is please don’t worry about completing specific work on 

a specific day at a specific time, instead do what works best for your family.  Home learning will look very different 

in every house and will be different from one day to the next. Some days it may not even happen at all! After all 

home is home, it isn’t school - so be kind to yourselves and remember that if at any time the children need support, 

they can message their teachers directly on Seesaw to ask any questions they may have.  

We are also mindful that the next two weeks are actually the Easter holidays, so we are not setting any new work 

until Monday 20th April to allow you to spend time doing things as a family, albeit from indoors. However, should the 

children want to keep busy over the Easter holidays we have set some activities based specifically around the 

strange times that we are currently living in. These are live on Seesaw now for the children to look at if they want 

to.  

If you have not accessed the Seesaw system before, please follow the guidelines on the next page. The children’s 

Individual codes were sent home in their work packs. Should you have any problems accessing the SeeSaw 

system, please email office@friars.southend.sch and we will do our best to sort out any issues for you.  

We are all in new territory here… in the same way it’s unusual for the teachers to set work that they can’t actually 

teach, we fully appreciate that it’s just as unusual for you to have the sudden expectation of guiding your children at 

home with their work. On top of that, we realise that everybody is having to deal with a lot of new rules, information 

and pressure that many of us have never experienced before. Please rest assured that we will do our utmost to 

support you and to stay in touch with you and the children throughout the school closure. Make sure you check the 

website, Facebook page and School Ping for important updates and information.  

Thank you for your continued support. Stay indoors - Stay Safe! 

Best regards 

S.W.Roche 

Mr. Roche - Vice Principal  
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HOW TO LOG INTO SEESAW 

Individual codes were sent home in the children’s work packs.  

1. Go to https://app.seesaw.me/on a computer or install the Seesaw Class App on an IOS device 

such as a tablet, ipad or phone. 

 

2. Choose “I’m a Student”. 

 

3. Type in the letters of your individual 12 digit code to access your Seesaw account for example 

ABCD ABCD ABCD:  

 

Remember, this code is like a password – please keep it safe! 

 

 

 


