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Review of The Week

Nursery

Reception

Early Years

This week children in Nursery have started our Christmas preparations. They have 
enjoyed listening to the Christmas story and acting it out using the characters in the 
Nativity scene. It’s been lovely hearing their own versions of the story. On the first icy 
morning this week, we were able to explore the ice that had formed on a lot of our 
playground. We collected the bigger sheets of ice and put them in the builder’s tray 
where there was lots of discussion about freezing and melting.    

Another busy week for the Owls and Robins. This week we have been practising our 
Christmas show. The costumes and props are ready, our voices are loud and we can’t 
wait to show it to you all next Wednesday morning…please get along if you can! 
Thank you to everyone who came along to our Winter Wonderland events. We saw 
some amazing hidden art skills from you all and there really was a very special 
atmosphere as everyone got creative! We are now thinking about how we can host 
some more events through the year. We have been blown away by how well the 
children are picking up their words and sounds. Thank you for your support at home!

The colder weather as seen in the picture of our KS2 playground this week, certainly 
gave our Winter Wonderland decoration days a more Christmassy feel and it was great 
to see the classrooms full of parents and children working together to produce some 
truly magnificent creations. 

Next week, the Reception and KS1 children will be performing their Christmas nativities 
to parents. Please check the times on SchoolPing or the ‘dates for your diary’ section of 
this newsletter. The halls will be open approximately 15 minutes before each 
performance for you to enjoy a tea or coffee and a mince pie before being entertained. 

During the last few days of term, the children will also be having their class parties. A 
party bag will be sent home next week for the children to decorate. There will be a 
prize for the best in each year group. Please send in some party snacks in the bag for 
your child to enjoy during their party. The children can also bring some party clothes in, 
to change into. 

Have a great weekend!

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Dates for the diary

DECEMBER 

Sunday 8th 

Choir performing Salvation Army Toy 

Service

Tuesday 10th

Choir performing at Cliffs Pavilion

Wednesday 11th

Reception Nativity - 9am

Year 1 Christmas decorations - 2pm

Thursday 12th 

Coffee morning

Year 1/2 Nativity - 9am & 2pm

Nursery stay & play

& Christmas decorations – 10:30-11:30 

/ 2:00-3:00pm

Friday 13th 

Year 4 Christmas decorations - 2pm

Sunday 15th

Choir performing at Community Carol 

Service at Shoebury High School

Monday 16th

Salvation Army Band visiting 

Reception, Year 1 & Year 2

Christmas dinner & jumper day

Tuesday 17th

8.45am - Thriftwood meeting- Year 5 

parents

Christmas parties

2.45pm - Thriftwood meeting - Year 5 

parents

Wednesday 18th

Nursery Christmas party

Last day of term

JANUARY

Monday 6th

Children return to school

Friday 10th 

Music Man Assembly - Year 2-5

Wednesday 15th

Year 3/4 Sports Hall Athletics at 

Garons

Year 5/6 Sport Hall Athletics at Garons

Key Stage 1

Year 1 have been busy practising for our Christmas production; we are looking 
forward to seeing you on Thursday 12th at 9am or 2pm. The children have also heard 
the Nativity story and been encouraged to write about it independently. It’s been 
great to see how much of the story they have remembered. In maths we have 
continued to focus on numbers and counting. 



Year 4

This week Year 4 have been writing stories in English. We used a video clip stimulus 
and created our own exciting animal adventures, with a focus on fronted adverbials 
and powerful verbs, whilst maintaining a clear plot! In History we continued our study 
of the Normans and medieval England, with a focus on the medieval farming year. We 
used drama to look at the jobs they would have done and recorded our own farming 
calendars. 

Year 5

Sports

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

This week children in Year 5 have explored poetry in English where they performed a 
poem all about eating junk food in preparation for writing their own versions. Some 
lovely phrases were shared. We also planned a refugee’s journey from Eritrea to 
England. The children used an atlas, IPad and noted their journey on a world map. We 
have some very careful route planners among Year 5!

This week year 3 have completed a mini project where we have researched, planned, 
made and evaluated our very own bread. Everybody tasted their own homemade 
piece and found that it was extremely yummy! Following this, we have also created 
adverts to try and persuade others to try and enjoy our bread. 

Key Stage 2

Year 3

In Year 2 this week we had a fantastic afternoon making snow men with our parents. 
It was very productive and fun was definitely had by all – thank you to all of the 
parents that came! In English we wrote a persuasive letter to Wolfie to stop him from 
going back once again to try and eat the Three Little Pigs. During our maths work we 
completed some SATs practise tests and the children once again did themselves proud 
and were very sensible throughout. We have also continued to work on our nativity 
and it is looking absolutely fabulous. We can’t wait to show it to you next week!

On Wednesday four children represented Friars in a Boccia and New Age Kurling
tournament at Thorpe Hall School. 
Boccia is a modern form of bowls with the idea of the game to get your ball nearest to 
the ‘jack’ and kurling is like the game played on ice but the ‘stones’ are on wheels and 
is played on the gym floor.
Well done to Felicia, Kady, Toby and Cruise, who went along and performed well 
during the day in both sports, even managing to win some games against very strong 
opposition! 

Year 2
NEW MENU

Dinner Menu – Week two

Monday – Chicken and Broccoli pasta
Cheese and potato pie

Jacket potato with cheese, baked 
beans or tuna mayonnaise

Pea and seasonal salad selection
Jam sponge and custard

Tuesday - Homemade mild beef chilli
and rice

Vegetable savoury rice
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Sweetcorn and seasonal salad 

selection
Date and chocolate slice

Wednesday - Roast turkey, Yorkshire 
pudding and crispy roast potatoes

Quorn sausages
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 

selection
Cheese, crackers and grapes

Thursday - Homemade pork sausage 
and bean casserole and creamy mash

Veggie roll
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Carrots and seasonal salad selection

Ice cream tub

Friday - Beef burger in a bun and 
chips

Cheese and tomato pizza
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Baked beans and seasonal salad 

selection
Ring doughnut

Available daily

Cold packed lunch
Cool milk

Chilled water
Wholemeal and white bread

Fresh fruit and yoghurt

Attendance

Overall school – 96.5%

KS1 – 2SD 97.9%
KS2 – 3PL 99.3%

Year 6

The week the Year 6 children have been learning how to write complaints in an 
assertive but non- aggressive manner. Writing in a formal letter writing style while 
using standard English, is a skill that will stay with them as they grow up. They continue 
to learn more about the Victorian Era, mainly the Great Exhibition and the Charge of 
the Light Brigade. We all had a great time making Christmas decorations on Thursday 
afternoon. It was a pleasure to see so many of you attend. Thank you for coming!

House points

KS2 – Stirling
KS1 – Caernarfon

On Monday 16th December we will be 
having our school Christmas dinner and 

the children can wear a Christmas 
jumper , T-shirt or headwear. 


