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Review of The Week
Early Years

Our second week back and it has been equally as full of good learning and settled children. 
Today we celebrated Comic Relief and the school was a sea of red.  

Our Easter Egg Raffle is well under way and we have already sold lots of tickets towards our 
great local charity, Havens Hospices. If you still want to buy tickets, money must be given to 
class adults by the morning of Friday 26th March at the latest, as the live draw will take place 
during our celebration assembly.  We have also received some lovely additional donations to our 
prizes, so there are even more chances to win.   

Next Friday, we will also have our non-school uniform day as part of our 'Hares about Town' 
project. Our leveret design is really starting to take shape now and we can’t wait to unveil it 
when it becomes part of the art trail across Southend.  

Over the Easter holidays, we will be having some school improvements starting; some of our 
Year 2 and Year 5 toilets are being replaced and we hope to be able to share even more exciting 
news, with you next week.  

Enjoy the weekend 

Well done to the children earning  Achievement Certificates this week 
Teddy, Esther (Owls) – Hunter, Felicity (Robins) – Luca, Ellie –Mae (1BF) – Etty. Callum (1GC), 
Jayleigh, Louis (2S) – Bow, Daisy (2B) – Felicity, Toby (3ML) – Logan, Ruby (3JD) – Jessica, 
Thomas (4B) – Alfie B, Omar (4S) – Tyler H, Hannah (5VW) – Brodie, Kayleigh (5W) – Felicia, 
Toby, Kamron, Jamie, Mya, George, Kian & Danita (6D) – Jessica, Dane (6G)  

Congratulations to our Buddy Award winners 
Maxwell (owls) Lexi (Robins), Beau (1Bf), Marcie & Ella (1GC), Billy (2S) Bow (2B)  

 Dates for the diary 

MARCH 
Friday 26th 

Non-Uniform Day and Easter 
Egg Raffle Draw 

Monday 29th-Friday 9th 
April 

Easter break 

MAY 
Monday 3rd 
Bank Holiday 
Friday 28th 
INSET Day 

MAY/JUNE 
Monday 31st-Friday 4th 

Half term 
Monday 7th 
First day back 

JULY 
Tuesday 13th – 6pm-8pm 

Online Safety Parent Workshop 
Thursday 22nd -Tuesday 

31st August  
Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Health and Safety 
This week we have been made aware by vigilant parents of several online safety issues where 
the children have been receiving and sending inappropriate messages via email or social media 
apps. Please make sure that you have parental controls in place and that you regularly monitor 
your children’s devices.  

We are pleased to announce that we have arranged for some online safety training with “The 2 
John’s” who are both former police officers that worked within child protection services. They will 
be undertaking online safety sessions via Teams, particularly focusing on the risks associated 
with social media and online gaming, with our KS2 children, staff and parents. The parent 
session is scheduled for 6-8pm on Tuesday 13th July 2021.  More information will follow but we 
hope as many of you as possible will join this session around this very current, important area.  

Attendance 

KS1 – Robins - 98.6% 
KS2 –  3T – 99.7%

Year Group Emails  
Please contact your child’s 

teacher using the following email 
addresses;   

  
nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk 

reception@friars.southend.sch.uk 
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk      
year2@friars.southend.sch.uk  
year3@friars.southend.sch.uk      
year4@friars.southend.sch.uk 
year5@friars.southend.sch.uk 
year6@friars.southend.sch.uk 

These email addresses are only 
for parent and carer use and 

should not be used by children.

Nursery
All children have now settled back into the Nursery routine and are enjoying exploring the nursery 
toys. This week we have enjoyed the story 'Elmer' by David McKee. We have talked about how we 
are all different in the way we look and what we like to do. The children have been given the 
opportunity to explore colour mixing whilst painting their own Elmers. Others have created their 
own pattern for an elephant like the ones in the story. 

Reception
Another busy week in Reception! The children have started to revisit our phonics learning, please 
continue to support this at home. The Phonics Play website is great for games to practise and it’s 
free! In maths we have been practising our counting and making up simple sums using our 
fingers.  We even drew our own track games too and moved our bears along the spaces carefully. 
In the art area, Mrs Campbell has been teaching us how to make our own powder paints and we 
are getting very good at it! The garden has been a hive of activity. We have been amazed by the 
number of beautiful daffodils we have around the school.  



Year 4
Another very busy week in Year 4! In English we created our own narrative using a short film called 
“Spy Fox” as a stimulus. We found the film very entertaining and enjoyed using our creative writing 
skills to turn the video into words on the page. During our maths work, we have been learning 
about multiplication and division, as well as continuing to practise our times tables. We have had 
lots of fun in the afternoons this week, including creating artwork using the computers, learning 
how to say we like or dislike certain foods in French and we even had a try at making our very own 
lemonade! Delicious! 

Year 5
This week Year 5 have continued to work extremely hard. In maths, we continued working with 
fractions and explored their relationship to decimals and percentages. The children then applied 
their multiplication and division knowledge to work out equivalent fractions. During English lessons 
this week, the children put themselves in the shoes of a refugee and wrote some very emotional 
diary entries. In science, the children have researched the adaptations of animals in different 
environments and how those adaptations influence their survival. Another fantastic week!

Year 3 have had a fantastic week in English, using drama to make our stories come to life. We got 
into role as characters from 'Escape from Pompeii' and even had volcano sounds playing as we re-
enacted the story! In Science, we have been investigating light and discovered how shadows are 
formed and changed. We made some shadow puppets based on our layered reading text 'How to 
Train Your Dragon' and enjoyed testing these out. Our artwork this week has focused on Roman 
mosaics and we have looked at different styles and designs, which will influence our own pieces of 
art over the coming weeks. 

Key Stage 2
Year 3

In Year 2 this week, we have looked at the life cycle of a bean and thought about what they need to 
grow and stay healthy. In English, we have continued to look at the book “Into The Forest”  and 
have begun to plan and write our own versions. In maths we have revisited subtraction and been 
given our TT Rockstars login which will be in the children’s reading records.  

Thank you for the continued support the children have at home. Please could we ask that you read 
with your child as often as possible and that spellings are learnt throughout the week.

Year 6
What a week it’s been – the Year 6 children have travelled to Mexico, searching for the lost city of 
gold, deep within the rainforest, tackling wild animals, fauna and flora and devious, deceptive, 
double crossers. Protractors have been the tool of choice in maths, both for measuring and drawing 
angles. 6D have had several marvelous, if slightly chilly afternoons with Mr. Brady learning how to 
identify, measure and age trees.  

Year 2

Attendance cup winners 
KS1 – 1BF with an amazing 100% 
KS2 – 3JD and 4S share the KS1 cup 
this week with an equally as 
impressive 100% each. 

Our whole school attendance was 
96.6% this week above our 96% 
target.   

House points winners 
KS1 – Stirling (Blue) 
KS2 – Stirling (Blue) 

Friars is part of the 
Portico Academy Trust

Monday Year 2

Tuesday Year 4

Wednesday Year 1 & Year 3

Thursday Year 5

Friday Year 6

In Year 1 the children have continued learning about the Great Fire of London this week. We 
listened to a story about a girl who was living in London in 1666, then wrote a short recount of her 
experiences. In maths, the children have started learning about number families using addition and 
subtraction with numbers up to 10. As part of our homework, there is a link to a website to practise 
number families. Just a reminder that our PE day is Wednesday, so the children need to come to 
school wearing their PE kits. 

Year 1
Key Stage 1

PE Days

PE
Most of our PE sessions will take place outside, so please make sure that your child has a coat or 
extra jumper with them on their class PE day. Please also ensure that earrings are removed and that 
the correct foot wear is worn.  
Outdoor PE kit should be; t-Shirt, jumper, waterproof coat, shorts or jogging bottoms, leggings, 
spare socks (if they become wet) and a water bottle. Trainers should be worn outside and plimsolls 
inside. No school shoes or boots should be worn for PE. 
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