
SMSC (Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural)  opportunities for all  

in Friars Primary School and Nursery 

At Friars, we believe it is of the 

utmost importance to develop the 

whole child. We aim to provide 

experiences which will widen their 

understanding and appreciation of 

the world and support them as they 

become future citizens. 

 

 

RE 

 Assemblies that bring to life religious celebrations such as Ash Wednesday 

and Harvest Festival. 

 Assemblies around St. Andrew, St. David, St. Patrick and St. George. 

 Members of different faiths are available as guest speakers for staff to 

enhance their lessons. 

 Respectful attitudes towards all religions and faiths are a focus for all RE 

lessons throughout the school, promoting the benefits of diversity. 

 Through discussions and debates that are encouraged as a platform for RE, 

children learn the significance of democracy and the value of other people’s 

opinions. 

 Children examine different codes of behaviour from commandments, codes 

and rules in religions and the individual choice between ‘good’ and ‘evil’. 

 Children also consider individual liberty through studying how members of 

religions respond to human rights issues (Year 6) 

Other units where British Values and SMSC are explicit in RE include: 

 What does it mean to belong? (Year 1) 

 Who cares for the world? Environmental responsibilities (Year 1) 

 Why do we care about others? (Year 2) 

 What does it mean to belong to a faith community? (Year 2) 

 What’s right and what’s wrong? (Year 4) 

 Who owns the world? Religion and environment (Year 5) 

 What questions can be asked and answered by religion? (Year 6) 

 

Geography 

 Personal views of places 

 Settlements – why people settle in particular 

countries 



 Comparisons of localities, local and further afield 

 Religious values – countries comparison 

 Moral issues – pollution created by man-made materials/products eg fuels etc   

 British relationships with other countries 

 

History 

 Children have the opportunity to reflect upon their own beliefs around 

Christmas/other religious festivals. Children learn that aspects of modern 

Christmas relate back to Victorian England. Children learn about the 

Ancient Chinese beliefs still celebrated at Chinese New Year.  

In Year 2 children enjoy learning about significant events in our own 

locality, such as Southend Pier which has helped shape our local heritage.  

 In KS1, children learn about the Gunpowder plot and reflect upon the 

reasoning and motivation behind Guy Fawkes conspiracy to blow up the 

houses of parliament due to his beliefs. 

 Studying ancient civilisations from a different part of the World encourages 

engagement and fascination when learning about the 

Mayans in Year 6.    

In Year 3, children look at Viking and Anglo Saxon 

faith and beliefs, understand that ideas were cultural 

and that Gods were often similar, and important for 

the same reason. Also, that ancient runes were 

believed to be mystical and powerful, and have the 

opportunity to decode and create their own 

messages. 

 Year 5, while studying the Ancient Egyptians, 

understand the huge number of gods worshipped and 

the seriousness of appeasing them. 

 Class assemblies based on historical knowledge. 



 Class trips/ historical visits (Year 3 Colchester Castle). 

Learning hook days- children participate in groups/ dress up from home. 

Using drama to enhance learning (Year 5 Middle Ages workshop). 

 

 

British Values 

Historically: Key moments in British history are studied in the topics such as 

the Great Fire of London and significant historical figures such Guy Fawkes 

and Grace Darling. 

Through teaching British History- Great Fire of London Year 1, British heroes 

in Year 2, The Normans and WW2 Year 4 etc. 

Year 3, History – Who was here before me? – Anglo Saxons, Vikings, 

Romans  

Year 4 Ancient Greece Democracy and government. Mapped Britain, talked 

about how alliances were formed in WW2. 

  

MFL 

 European Day of Languages 

 French club 
 French lunch 
 Chinese New Year Week 
 World Cup Weeks 
 Christmas Around the World 

 Link with American school in Atlanta 
 
 

 

 



Music 

Spiritual- experience and emotion of responding to performing, listening and 

composing music.  Pupils to express their feelings verbally and through art in 

response to their musical experiences.  When pupils are sensitive to expressing their 

feelings, we nurture their confidence by creating a supportive environment.  The KS1 

and EYFS children work on a performance of the Christmas story to share with 

parents and carers. 

Moral –Critical discussions of musical performances and drama/presentations from 

other students and visiting professionals. Cultural/social reference, for example when 

we had Chinese Lion dancers in school; encourage pupils to reflect upon this.    

Social – Students collaborate in group tasks and take responsibility for their learning 

and progress.  We encourage independence and resilience within the subject. When 

the pupils engage in collaborative pieces, they build a sense of unity which leads 

them to support each other and use one another’s strengths. When children are 

asked to express their feelings they are encouraged to be sensitive to the feelings of 

others in the group.  In Choir and Band we ask pupils to share ideas to extend the 

repertoire of each group. Choir and band have opportunities to perform at local 

theatres and care homes to share their music with the wider community. 

Cultural – The music selected across key stages encourages respect for other 

cultures as well as our own. Pupils listen to a wide range of music from cultures 

around the world.  They are given opportunities to perform music from other cultures 

as well as use it to influence their own compositions. 

Art and Design 

Pupils research the work of famous artists as contextual reference for their own 
development in each project.  

Pupils review work at the end of a lesson and being able to appreciate and marvel at 
the work of peers.  

AfL activities are undertaken thereby allowing pupils to assess each other’s work, 
considering feelings and empathising with others.  

Theme days linked with DT such as Chinese New Year, MfL weeks, Equality and 
Diversity.  

 

Computing 

 Preparing the children for the challenges of living and learning in a 

technologically 

 Enriched, increasingly interconnected world. 

 Giving them an understanding of the digital divide between young and old and 

first and third world environments. 

 Making clear the guidelines about the ethical use of the internet and how we 

keep 

 Ourselves and others safe e.g. discussing the moral and social implications of 

 Cyber-bullying. 



 Acknowledging advances in technology and 

appreciation for human achievement. 

 Anti-bullying Week  

 

PSHE 

 

Early Years - The continuous provision and enriched activities that are available daily 

enable children to make meaningful relationships with each other, contribute to their 

personal development, behaviour and welfare. Children are encouraged to share 

and solve problems so that they are respectful and safe in their environment.  

Year 1 – Keeping safe in the home, people can help me + understanding families. 

Year 2 – Understanding feelings and what to do when people are sad, body image, 

relationships and different families + anti bullying. 

Year 3 – Responding respectfully to a wide range of people, understanding what 

positively and negatively affects mental health, gender stereotypes and 

consequences of anti-social behaviour. 

Year 4 – Recognise and challenge stereotypes, recognise bullying in a range of 

forms and how to respond/help others, what being part of a community means and 

why + how rules and laws protect them. 

Year 5 – Nations Declarations of the Rights of 

the Child, to differentiate between the terms 

‘risk’, ‘hazard’ and ‘danger’, to work 

collaboratively towards a shared goal and to 

reflect and celebrate their achievements. 

Year 6 – Understand that differences and 

similarities between people arise from a 

number of factors, responsible use of mobile 

devices and understand what might influence 

their choices and transitions between schools 

and what they might experience and the 

emotions they may feel. 

 

And more… 

 Special assemblies, e.g. NSPCC 

 Awareness of mental health and how to look after our 

wellbeing. 

 Celebrate children’s achievements weekly 

 The role of our school council in influencing areas of 

school life. 



 Charity assemblies, e.g. Comic Relief 

 Fund Raising days 

 Staff have high expectations of children’s behaviour around school. 

 Visitors often comment on how polite and respectful the children at Friars are.   

 

 Science 

Spiritual 

 Children explore and reflect upon the wonders of the nature, of themselves and of 

the world around them. 

 Children are encouraged to be curious and ask questions e.g. the formation of 

our universe. 

 Involvement in scientific investigations increases the sense of awe and 

wonder when making discoveries about materials, life and physical processes 

Moral 

 Create an awareness of the ways that science can affect humans and the 

environment.  

 Use their understanding of the world around them in a positive manner. 

 Exploring everyday materials allows the children to learn about alternative 

uses for materials, considering sustainability and thinking about which 

materials we can recycle. 

 Children are expected to respect the school environment and take 

responsibility for keeping it tidy, recycling food and materials and not wasting 

water or energy. 

 Children are also encouraged to consider their responsibility for keeping 

themselves healthy and the impact that various choices, including diet, 

exercise, drugs and lifestyle, might have on this  

 Accept that people may have different viewpoints about issues relating to 

science 

 



Social 

 

 Working together in pairs or groups and supporting others is a key part of 

science activities 

  Children are encouraged to share results, predictions, hypotheses and 

conclusions with peers. 

 Children are encouraged to explore and respect the values and beliefs of 

different people  

 Pupils consider the social impact (both positive and negative) of science and 

technology. 

Cultural 

 Children are given opportunities to explore diversity. They find and discuss 

similarities and differences within plants and animals, including humans. 

 Children explore how scientific discoveries have shaped the modern world. 

 Science lessons explore and celebrate research and developments that take 

place in many different cultures, both past and present.  

 

 


