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Review of The Week
Early Years

Welcome back to the Summer Term! We hope you had a restful break and that the children are 

raring to go, for what we hope, will be an uninterrupted final third of this academic year.  This 

week you will have received our detailed letter that came home with the children, explaining 

lots of important news for the summer term. 

Our new payment and communications system, Parent Pay, is now up and running. It is vitally

important that you activate your account as this is now our method for ordering school meals

and sending communications to you. If you are experiencing problems, please contact the

school office.

It is hoped that we can see the expansion of our breakfast club and the return of some of our 

after school clubs for selected year groups; beginning with multi sports for Year 5 and 6. Letters 

will be sent to the relevant year groups as clubs start.  We have also asked parents for an 

expression of interest in our extended schools provision that will run until 5:30pm each night. If 

you are interested in this paid service, it will cost approximately £8 per session. Please see this 

week’s letter for more details and how to apply. 

It will be great to see children enjoying these before and after school activities again and while 

the remainder of the year won’t look exactly the same as usual, we are sure that returning to 

some sort of normality will be much appreciated by everybody in our school community. 

We hope you have a good weekend and get a chance to safely enjoy some post-lockdown 

sunshine!

Health and Safety

Unfortunately, at this stage, we are unable to accept bikes and scooters on the school site. This 

is due to the one-way systems that remain in place. We will review this again after half term. 

Please can parents also ensure that they continue to use the correct gates to enter the site. 

As restrictions continue to lift, we have looked carefully at the arrangements in school. We now 

feel that, where there is a clear educational benefit, we should allow children to be sat in a 

table group rather than in front facing rows. This is especially important for our younger 

children. Therefore, with this in mind, next week KS1 will rearrange their seating plans in the 

classroom to allow a group of children to sit together. These groups will remain consistent so 

that children are sat with the same group throughout the week and they will still continue to 

remain in their class bubbles.  

Please can we ask you to speak with your children if they walk to and from school alone. The 

roads around our school can be very busy and it is of the utmost importance that children use 

the underpass or the crossing. Thank you.

Dates for the diary

MAY
Monday 3rd
Bank Holiday
Friday 28th
INSET Day

MAY/JUNE
Monday 31st-Friday 4th

Half term
Monday 7th
First day back

JULY
Tuesday 13th – 6pm-8pm

Online Safety Parent Workshop
Thursday 22nd -Tuesday 31st 

August 
Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Nursery
This week in Nursery, all of the children had the opportunity to take part in outdoor learning, which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone, teachers included. We looked for signs of spring; seeing new buds on the 
tree branches, flowers beginning to bloom and even signs of new life in freshly made fox holes and bird 
boxes. We had a go at bark and leaf rubbings and participated in a scavenger hunt. Back in Nursery the 
children made their own birds’ nests with cornflakes and melted chocolate, we enjoyed eating these for 
snack one day.    

Year Group Emails 
Please contact your child’s teacher 

using the following email addresses;  

nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk
reception@friars.southend.sch.uk
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk

year2@friars.southend.sch.uk
year3@friars.southend.sch.uk

year4@friars.southend.sch.uk
year5@friars.southend.sch.uk
year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

These email addresses are only for 
parent and carer use and should not 

be used by children.

Let us know what you think!

Your views are very important to us at 

Friars. Please let us know about your 

experiences of lockdown by completing 

our online survey. Click the link or scan 

the QR code below to access the survey. 

Thank you. 

https://bit.ly/32jIgWU

Another busy week! This week we have tweaked our timetable. The children have been having phonics and 
maths every morning and an afternoon session focused on storytelling and rhymes after lunch. The children 
have taken this in their stride and are really enjoying our sessions. In maths, we have been looking at tens 
frames and filling them in different ways. In phonics, we continue to revise our sounds and words and learn 
some new ones too! We have also been very busy in the garden, building together, playing lots of games 
with our PE equipment and hunting for bugs. We have been thinking lots about spring and the changes we 
are seeing in our world. If you have time, please look at the Number Blocks spring song on line…we love it!

Reception



Year 4
This half term we are learning about World War 2. On Friday, we had a day experiencing what it would have 
been like to be part of The Blitz. We started by hearing air raid sirens and trying to imagine what it must have 
felt like for people in the shelters before then learning about evacuees and how these children had to start a 
brand new life with complete strangers. We thought carefully about the sorts of things we would pack into 
our small suitcases and even wrote our own letters home to our parents. We also had a fun filled afternoon 
practising 1940’s style dancing and making our own paper Spitfires! A great week! 

Year 5

This week the children looked at a range of newspapers and identified their features and the structure of the 
text. They then wrote their own article paying particular attention to the use of direct and indirect speech. In 
maths, all the children have worked very hard revising the four rules, using formal written methods, 
concentrating on accuracy and checking their own work. In science they studied the parts of a flower and 
learnt their functions, they had lily flowers to dissect and examine in real life; it was a bit messy but they 
really enjoyed it. Whilst in PSHE we looked together at the milestones in our lives from birth to death and 
how we celebrate or remember them, the children were able to discuss these in a very mature way.  

It has been lovely to welcome the children back for the Summer Term!  This week we have been focusing on 

poetry in our English lessons. We have enjoyed reading a range of poems and thought carefully about 

volume, pace, body movements and expression whilst performing them. We wrote our own fantastic 

Kennings poems based on our viking topic, using exciting vocabulary such as ‘arrow-interceptor’ and ‘army-

ambusher’.

In Maths we have been developing our addition and subtraction skills using inverse operations and have 

applied this to solve problems. 

3JD enjoyed a wonderful week of outdoor learning and 3ML are looking forward to this next week. They 

have heard how hard putting a tent up is and are excited to learn how to light a campfire with Mr Brady!

Key Stage 2

Year 3

This week in Year 2 we have been reviewing our times tables and the various methods we can use to help us 

solve multiplication facts, such as using arrays or grouping. In English, we have researched the Antarctic and 

found out some really interesting facts. Did you know that it has taken 45 million years for the ice to be as 

thick as it is because it never rains? 

We then took the information that we had found and put it into a non-chronological report. During our 

geography work, we recapped the compass points, north, east, south and west and took advantage of the 

lovely weather to go outside to use our compasses to find directions.  

Year 6

You may have seen on Facebook that we had some amazing outdoor gym equipment installed over the 

Easter holidays. This week the children have enjoyed trying it out and challenging themselves to improve.

Even Mr McClay and Mr Roche got involved in the action! We hope this proves to be a great addition to our 

PE and playtimes for many years to come. 

Year 2

Friars is part of the
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Monday Year 2

Tuesday Year 4

Wednesday Year 1 & Year 3

Thursday Year 5

Friday Year 6

What a great week it has been! We have enjoyed seeing the children back at school happily engaging with 

their learning and socialising with each other. In maths, we have continued our work on number families 

focusing on addition and subtraction. We have used non-fiction books to start learning about castles. 

Next week, we would like to do some junk modelling with the children. If you have any boxes that we can 

use, please send them in on Monday or Tuesday. Thank you. 

Year 1

Key Stage 1

PE Days

Dinner menu - Week 2

Monday

• Cauliflower Macaroni & cheese with 

homemade garlic bread

• Tofu sweet & sour mixed 

vegetables with steamed rice

• Jacket potato with baked beans or 

cheese

• Green beans

• Coconut & Jam sponge with custard

Tuesday

• Beef & bean chilli con carne served 

with baked potato

• Vegan chilli con carne served with 

baked potato

• Pasta with spinach & onion sauce

• Sweetcorn

• Berry crumble slice 

Wednesday

• Roast pork with roast potatoes & gravy

• Courgette, tomato & feta pasta bake

• Jacket potato with baked beans or 

cheese

• Roasted Butternut squash & Kale

• Orange & poppy seed sponge

Thursday

• Chicken & vegetable curry with 

steamed rice

• Lentil & vegetable lasagne with garlic 

bread

• Pasta with Tomato & Basil sauce

• Carrot & Cauliflower

• Cherry cookie

Friday

• Oven baked battered Fish with baked 

chips

• Roasted vegetable & chickpea wrap

• Jacket potato with Baked beans or 

cheese

• Baked Beas & garden peas

• Vanilla & sultana sponge with custard

Freshly baked bread available daily

House points winners
KS1 – Windsor & Stirling
KS2 – Stirling & Stormont

Attendance
KS1 - 1BF – 99.7%
KS2  - 4B – 100%
Whole school – 97.6% 

News of the Week

This week in Year 6 the children have been translating, rotating and reflecting shapes....not as easy as it 

sounds. They are continuing to develop an understanding of what Stanley Yelnats is going through at 'Camp 

Green Lake' in Texas through their layered reading book 'Holes,' and they have been introduced to their topic 

which will cover the whole term - the topic of ‘Transition.'

Please send your signed 'Bikeability' letters back in by next Thursday. Without these consent forms the 

children will not be allowed to participate.


