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Review of The Week

Early Years

This week was our Harvest Festival week which saw the children learning about the importance of this time to 
many people and of course bringing in your donations. We have been blown away by the generosity shown by 
the Friars Community and a very much needed donation of all of the food will be sent to the Shoebury food bank 
after half term. Year 6 and Year 2 collected the most and have won themselves a film and popcorn afternoon 
but because of the amazing effort by each and every class, we have awarded the whole school an extra 
playtime. 

On Tuesday, we met for the first time with our new school council. Each class nominated two pupils to be their
class representatives. Congratulations to Brayden, Poppy, Alfie and Bella-Rose from Year 3, our Year 4
councillors Logan, Ebonie, Gracie & Ethan - Maisie, Max, Henry and Phoebe who will represent Year 5 and Kyla,
William, Samuel and Danita from Year 6. It was explained how their roles will work and the councillors have
already taken two important discussion points back to their classes for ideas; the development of the Key Stage
2 playground and what we will do to raise funds for Children in Need this year.

Just a reminder that if you wish to buy your child’s school photo, the deadline to send the form back into school 
is the Friday after half term, 6th November. 

After the break, you will notice that building work will have started on the front of the school. We have been 
successful in securing funding to replace all of our now faded, purple cladding and it will be replaced with very 
smart, grey and purple panels. We are looking forward to having an amazing looking school to match our 
amazing pupils.  

It seems hard to imagine that we have already reached our first half term but we must take this opportunity to 
tell you just how brilliant the children have been since returning in September. For many children, this was the 
first time they had entered school in over 5 months, yet they all came back with such positive attitudes, taking 
every change to their normal routines in their strides. They have most certainly demonstrated some of our key 
values of resilience, independence and responsibility and they have been an absolute credit to you and the 
school. We must also thank 'you'…our parents and carers for your part in following our new procedures and for 
helping to keep our school community as safe as possible. Finally, we can’t miss the chance to acknowledge the 
work of our fabulous team at Friars, each and every member of staff has been totally committed and has worked 
tirelessly to ensure that our safe return to school and this first half term have been a success.  Thank you to all 
of the parents that have also recognised this and have taken the time to stop and pass on their comments.  

Have a great half term break and we look forward to welcoming the children back on Tuesday 3rd November. 

Dates for the diary

OCTOBER

Monday 26th - Friday 30th 
HALF TERM

NOVEMBER
Monday 2nd 

INSET Day
Friday 13th

Children in Need – Non-uniform Day
Monday 16th

Odd Socks Day – wear odd socks to school

DECEMBER
Friday 18th

INSET Day

Monday 21st - Monday 4th January
Christmas break

FEBRUARY
Friday 12th
INSET Day

Monday 15th - Friday 19th
Half term

MARCH
Monday 29th - Friday 9th April

Easter break

MAY
Monday 3rd & 31st

Bank Holiday
Friday 28th 
INSET Day

JUNE
Tuesday 1st - Friday 4th 

Half term

JULY
Thursday 22nd - Tuesday 31st August 

Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche
Covid & Safety updates

Reception parents only – Please make sure you read the letter sent home with the children today as the 
start of the day time has changed slightly. The new drop off time is 8:45am. The end of day remains at 
3:15pm. 

With half term upon us, it is still very important that we know if and when a child in our school tests positive 
for COVID-19. We have therefore set up an email account for you to email the school leadership team directly 
should you receive confirmation of a positive test during half term. The email address is 
covidhotline@friars.southend.sch.uk. Timings of any positive cases could be crucial around whether 
bubbles can remain open or whether we need to contact parents to keep children at home for a set period. 
Any positive cases will of course, be treated with the utmost confidentiality. 

Attendance

KS1 – Robins - 98.6%
KS2 – 3T – 99.7%

Year Group Emails 
Please contact your child’s teacher 

using the following email 
addresses;  

nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk
reception@friars.southend.sch.uk
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk

year2@friars.southend.sch.uk
year3@friars.southend.sch.uk

year4@friars.southend.sch.uk
year5@friars.southend.sch.uk
year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

Nursery

Nursery have celebrated Harvest this week. We talked about what it means to harvest the fields and how this 
happens. Children have enjoyed sorting a selection of food by the way they are harvested, creating pictures of 
faces using fruit and vegetables as well as some observational drawings. Thank you to those who also donated 
food for our harvest basket. The children have had lots of conversations about each item, where the foods come 
from and how we cook them.

Reception

It has been another good week in Reception.  We have been thinking about Autumn and learning a new poem 
called “Falling Leaves”. We have been talking about the changing colours of the leaves and seeing them covering 
the ground in our garden. Reception have outdoor learning after half term so please check the letter for details 
and bring your wellies to school. Please make sure you have seen the new morning drop off times on 
the letter that came home. These take effect when we return to school on Tuesday 3rd November. 

Thank you to Mrs James for all of her hard work in 
coordinating the week, we don’t envy her in having to sort 
out the mass of food collected to be quarantined before it 
goes off to help others in the community.  

mailto:hotline@friars.southend.sch.uk


Year 4

Another very busy week in Year 4 this week! In English, we have been using our senses to create our own 
pieces of descriptive writing in different settings, for example, we wrote about what it might feel like to be 
in a freezing cold forest during winter! Our learning in Maths has been focused on interpreting data using 
pictograms as well as creating our own bar charts. In the afternoons, we have been enjoying creating our 
own 'Tinga Tinga' artwork as part of black history month.

Year 5

This week in History, Year 5 explored Ancient Egyptian games. It was interesting to see how games have 
developed since then. In English, we have been looking at poetic devices such as the use of metaphors 
and personification. During our art work, we created pictures of Egyptian Gods using a range of media. 
Continuing with our topic of materials in science, we have been exploring different methods of separation 
including filtering and sieving.

Year 3 have been busy exploring poetry this week and have written acrostic poems linked to The Iron 
Man, as well as spending time analysing “The Coming of the Iron Man” poem. In maths, we have been 
interpreting pictograms and bar charts and even had fun making our own from data collected in class. We 
have now finished reading The Iron Man story so if any Year 3 children have some spare time over half 
term they could watch the cartoon film called ‘The Iron Giant’ that is based on the novel. 3JD had a great 
time with their outdoor learning, they will tell you lots about it if you ask them. 3ML have their outdoor 
learning in the second week back after half term (9th November), but in the meantime 3ML had the 
opportunity to get creative with clay, designing and making some stone age jewellery. 

Key Stage 2

Year 3

In English this week, Year 2 have been creating their own autumn poems. We have also investigated lots 

of other poems and looked for verbs, adjectives and rhyming words. In maths, we have completed some 

mini assessments to see how much learning the children have retained and they did a great job. In 

science, we investigated whether an object would float or sink, the children made some great, accurate 

predictions. We had a great time in art and made our own versions of a Giuseppe Arcimboldo painting 

using leaves, conkers and other objects found outside.

Have a restful half term and we look forward to welcoming the children back on Tuesday 3rd November. 

Dinner Menu – Week one

Tuesday - Sweet and sour chicken and 
rice

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans 
or tuna

Cheese and tomato omelette
Green beans and seasonal salad 

selection
Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage 

roll
Fruit trifle

Wednesday - Roast pork, apple sauce 
and crispy roast potatoes

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans 
or tuna

Vegetable ravioli
Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 

selection
Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage 

roll
Ice cream tub

Thursday - Homemade ham, cheese 
and tomato quiche and new potatoes

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans 
or tuna

Cheese pasty
Sweetcorn and season salad selection
Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage 

roll
Marble sponge and custard

Friday - Cod fish fingers and chips
Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans 

or tuna
Veggie fingers

Baked beans and seasonal salad 
selection

Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage 
roll

Yoghurt and biscuit

Year 6

As we approach the October half-term, it is frightening to think that we have already been at school for 
seven weeks. The children have worked really hard throughout this half-term, learning about the Victorians 
in history and forces in science. Lots of the children have nearly finished their cross stitch work and several 
of them have managed to create a small cushion, using their cross-stitch as the decoration. They look 
lovely. We hope that you have a good half-term. 

Thank you so much for all the generous donations towards our harvest collection. Whilst there was a 
competition for the class who brought in the most donations, the big winner here will be Shoebury Food 
Bank. 

Year 2

Attendance cup winners
KS1 – 2B with 99.4% 
KS2 – 4B with 100%
Overall whole attendance – 97.5% 

House points winners
KS2 – Stirling (blue)
KS1 – Carnarvon (yellow)

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Monday Year 2

Tuesday Year 4

Wednesday Year 1 & Year 3

Thursday Year 5

Friday Year 6

Well, we’ve made it to half term! Firstly, thank you for ensuring that your child has been in school on 
time each day. Our attendance figures are really good for this time of year. This week your child has 
come home with a library book to share with you. We visit the library each Tuesday so please ensure that 
your child brings their book back so that they can change it. The children have been continuing to 
develop their understanding of number in maths, with opportunities to further explore the part-part-
whole method. We have finished reading the book 'How To Find Gold' discussing events, thinking about 
how the characters felt and introducing the exclamation mark to show surprise. Have a lovely half term, 
we look forward to seeing the children back after the break.

Year 1

Key Stage 1

PE Days

Important Wisepay Message

From Tuesday 3rd November, Key Stage 2 and Nursery will join Key Stage 1 in using our new Wisepay
system. This now means that all school meals will need to be ordered and paid for using Wisepay and no 
money should be coming into school. Meals can be ordered in advance for the week and paid for in total at 
the time of ordering. Full details can be found in the letter sent this week. 

We appreciate that there have been some problems with the system. If you do have a problem, please do 
not come into the office or phone but send an email to office@friars.southend.sch.uk that includes 
screenshots and details of your issue and we will forward this directly to Wisepay to respond.   
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