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Review of The Week

Early Years

Welcome back to the second half of our Autumn Term, we hope you managed to have an enjoyable half term 

break.   

This week as part of our reflective remembrance work the children have been creating art work based around

Remembrance Day and the symbolism of the poppy. Mr Brady has also been busy using the Year 4’s wooden

poppies to make an area of remembrance in our garden. A fitting tribute to those that gave their lives for their

countries.

Next week is a very busy one as we see two more special events taking place. All next week is Diwali week at

Friars and we are excited to be learning about the festival and taking part in exciting activities that explain the

festival in a fun and informative way. There will also be a special themed lunch on Thursday 12th November.

On Friday 13th it is our ‘Children in Need’ day. The school council have been very busy suggesting ideas based

around the ‘Act your Age’ theme so it should prove to be a fun day. The children have also unanimously voted

for a non-school uniform day with any £1 donations going to worthy causes identified by the ‘Children in Need’

project.

As stated in our letter earlier in the week, we have decided to end our attempts to introduce the Wisepay

online payment system. Thank you for your perseverance and patience in trying to help us get this off the

ground. We are exploring alternative systems to help make the ordering and paying for school lunches easier

in the future.

It has been noted recently that some parents have been parking unsafely around the school. We appreciate 

that space is of a premium but we would respectfully ask all parents to park responsibly avoiding such 

markings as double yellow lines, zig zags, bus lanes and the zebra crossings. Parking in these areas could be 

unsafe for members of our school community. Thank you for your cooperation with this.  

Despite the current restrictions, we hope you have a safe and happy weekend. 

Dates for the diary

NOVEMBER
9th – 13th – Diwali Week

Friday 13th

Children in Need – non school uniform
Monday 16th

Wear Odd Socks to school day 

DECEMBER

Friday 18th

INSET Day

Monday 21st - Monday 4th January
Christmas break

FEBRUARY

Friday 12th
INSET Day

Monday 15th - Friday 19th
Half term

MARCH

Monday 29th - Friday 9th April
Easter break

MAY

Monday 3rd & 31st

Bank Holiday
Friday 28th 
INSET Day

JUNE

Tuesday 1st - Friday 4th 
Half term

JULY

Thursday 22nd - Tuesday 31st August 
Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Covid & Safety updates

Just a reminder that the school office will now be closed to visitors unless you have arranged an appointment 
to come into school. If you have items/paperwork to drop into school, please either send them in with the 
children or deliver them to the box that will be positioned near the main entrance doors. This box will be 
checked every hour. Money is best sent in with the children, but if placing it in the box, please ring the office 
to advise and it will be collected straight away. 

Despite the weather getting a little cooler, it is still vitally important for us to ensure our classrooms have 
adequate ventilation. To ensure fresh air flows around each room, we will endeavor to keep classroom 
windows and doors open as long as possible into the colder months. The school heating will still be on but if 
your child has mentioned feeling cold in school, they are allowed to wear extra layers of clothing beneath
their school uniform for example, any extra top or jumper. Any additional clothing worn must be of a plain 
colour and pattern.   

With the new lockdown period starting yesterday, we would like to reiterate how important it is to wear a face 
covering in and around our site. These should always be worn when entering the site to collect the children at 
the end of the day, unless you are medically exempt. It has also been encouraging to see so many parents 
wearing them for the morning drop off. 

Thank you for helping to keep our school site as safe as possible for our children, families and staff. 

Attendance

KS1 – Robins - 98.6%
KS2 – 3T – 99.7%

Year Group Emails 
Please contact your child’s teacher 

using the following email 
addresses;  

nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk
reception@friars.southend.sch.uk
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk

year2@friars.southend.sch.uk
year3@friars.southend.sch.uk

year4@friars.southend.sch.uk
year5@friars.southend.sch.uk
year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

Nursery

Nursery children appear refreshed after their week off and have all returned as settled as they were before the 
half term. We have talked about Remembrance this week and some children have hand printed their own 
poppies or contributed to a large collaged nursery group one. We have also talked about Guy Fawkes and 
Fireworks. Children really enjoyed creating a large firework painting which has been displayed in Nursery. 

Reception

The children have come back into school happily and with amazing confidence this week. Please keep working at 
home to help the children learn how to put coats on and do up zips as the weather starts to get colder. This will 
be a huge help to us. This week the children have started their daily phonics sessions- we have been looking at 
the sounds s, a, t and p. We have also been making the most of any sunshine and the children have been 
brilliant at helping us collect up the autumn leaves. More children are showing an interest in writing now and are 
wanting to write their names- please support this at home too. Thank you all for encouraging your children’s 
independence this week as they come through the gate without you! They have been fabulous.



Year 4
A busy week back in Year 4! In English we have been learning about homophones - when two words 
sound the same but have a different meaning… like mail and male. We have also been writing for a 
persuasive purpose, pretending that we were ants and writing a text to persuade someone not to squash 
us! In maths, we have been using our times table skills to make factor bugs, trying to find all of the 
different ways we can use our times tables to make the same number. Our topic work this week has 
focused on remembrance and learning about British values.

Year 5

Year 5 have had a great first week back after the half term holiday! We started our new topic of 'Myths 
and Legends‘ by learning about the story of King Arthur and the Sword in the Stone. In English, the 
children wrote character descriptions of Gandalf and Bilbo from The Hobbit and also wrote a diary entry. 
Year 5 also made poppies for Remembrance Day using clay. The children worked really hard on their 
designs and thoroughly enjoyed the lessons. For maths, the children looked at the topic of statistics which 
included line graphs and frequency charts.

This week we are excited to introduce our new layered reading text ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine‘ by 
Roald Dahl. We have begun looking at the characters in the book, focusing on George and Grandma. In 
maths, we have been looking at multiplication and division fact families which will help us learn our 
division facts for the 3 times table. As part of our Remembrance Day learning, we have made 3D poppies 
using various materials focusing on texture and shape, these will form part of our whole school poppy 
wave display. A couple of reminders for the coming week, firstly please remember that next week 3ML 
have outdoor learning in the afternoons, please may we also remind you that there is weekly homework 
set on Seesaw that needs to be completed every week. 

Key Stage 2

Year 3

Welcome back to all of Year 2, it has been a great start to the new half term. In science we have looked at 
how materials can change and whether they can be changed back – chocolate was involved in our 
investigation! During maths we have started to really look into multiplication and using repeated addition 
and groupings to help us. In English we looked at different sentence types and researched the ancient 
Greeks, which was followed by a comprehension to answer questions about what we’d learnt. 

Thank you to those of you that have already helped your child to practise the Year 1 and 2 common 
exception words. We would be grateful if you can continue to do this, alongside reading with your child as 
often as possible.

Dinner Menu – Week Two

Monday – Chicken and broccoli pasta
Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 

tuna
Cheese and potato pie

Peas and seasonal salad selection
Ham or cheese sandwich or sausage roll

Jam sponge and custard

Tuesday - Homemade mild beef chilli and 
rice

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Vegetable savoury rice
Sweetcorn and seasonal salad selection

Ham or cheese sandwiches or sausage roll
Date and chocolate slice

Wednesday - Roast Turkey, Yorkshire 
pudding and crispy roast potatoes

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Quorn sausage
Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 

selection
Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage roll

Cheese, crackers and grapes

Thursday – Special ‘Diwali’ Lunch
Mild chicken Tikka Masala, Naan Bread and 

Samosa Vegetarian, 
Lentil curry

Nankhatai Indian cookie 

Jacket potatoes and packed lunches will 
still be available as usual.

Friday - Beef burger in a bun and chips
Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 

tuna
Cheese and tomato pizza

Baked beans and seasonal salad selection
Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage roll

Ring doughnut

Year 6

It was lovely to welcome all the children back after the half-term break. This half-term, we are studying 
the theme of ‘Extreme Earth.’ Year 6 will be studying mother nature at her very worst, looking at different 
examples of hurricanes, earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis across the world. They will be looking at 
what causes them, going right back to the way that the earth was formed, and how it affects the natural 
occurrences that they will be studying. 

The temperature has dropped over the last few days. Please ensure that your children are wearing 
appropriate warm outer clothing to school and for PE, where they will still be expected to participate in 
outdoor lessons. 

Year 2

Attendance cup winners
KS1 – 2B with a perfect 100% 
KS2 – 5VB with 99.6%
Whole school attendance stood at a 
brilliant 97.6%

House points winners
KS2 – Carnarvon (yellow)
KS1 – Stormont (green) 

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Monday Year 2

Tuesday Year 4

Wednesday Year 1 & Year 3

Thursday Year 5

Friday Year 6

What a lovely first week back. The children have returned to school as positive as ever and they are really
ready to learn. This week the children have learnt about Bonfire Night and the reasons why it is 
celebrated by some people. The children enjoyed learning about The Gunpowder Plot and sequencing 
pictures, showing the story or acting it out together. In addition to this, the children had discussions 
within the class, providing reasons around why they thought Guy Fawkes was right or wrong in what he 
did. The children were then invited to make some wanted posters for Guy Fawkes. The children ended 
the week making firework splatter paintings and exploring the effects they can create using paint. 

Year 1

Key Stage 1

PE Days

PE

Sadly, due to the changes in guidance we have had to postpone our swimming lessons at Hamstel School 
pool but we hope to restart these as soon as possible.  

To help promote children’s health and wellbeing we have begun to introduce some ‘Daily Mile’ sessions 
into our otherwise hectic school day. This initiative provides a chance for children to build their fitness 
stamina, increase their physical activity while socialising with their peers for approximately 15 minutes a 
session. This week Year 4 children really enjoyed the chance to burn off some extra energy by walking or 
running around our playground area.


