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Review of The Week

Nursery

Reception

Early Years

Following a donation of some construction toys, this week the children have helped 
create a building site inside our Nursery. They have enjoyed making different sized 
structures with foam and wooden bricks. They have explored measuring, safety with 
tools and looked at the patterns that can be made when brick laying. We have also 
introduced a few Christmas songs to the children so if you hear them singing, please 
encourage them with their words. 

This week the Reception children have been learning about 2D shapes. We have learnt 
the names of some common 2D shapes and used mathematical language to describe 
them.  We have also been exploring all of the different ways that we can make 
numbers 8 and 9. In our phonics work, we have been continuing to learn more 
phonemes and are getting much better at blending them together to read words.  We 
have also been learning how to form the letters and practising writing our names. Some 
children have been planting seeds in the garden.    

This week has seen our Christmas festivities begin with the first of our Winter 
Wonderland decoration days. It was great to welcome so many parents into the Year 5 
classrooms to work on a very impressive origami decoration with their children and we 
look forward to seeing many more of you over the next few weeks. 
We also held two presentations for parents on Wednesday, providing important 
information around online safety. This is an area that is constantly evolving, making it 
even more important to stay up to date with the many new developments. With that in 
mind, the low turnout for these presentations was disappointing. As part of our 
commitment as a school to keeping our children safe online, please find the key 
information from the presentations at the end of this newsletter. We will also run the 
presentations later in the year in the hope that more parents are able to attend.  
Next week, on Friday 29th, we are also holding our annual Christmas fair starting at 
2pm. Children can be collected from their classrooms from 1:45pm so that you can visit 
the many festive stalls together. Father Christmas will also be interrupting his busy 
schedule to visit our school. A big thank you to our PTA for all of their hard work in 
organising this event. Please look on School Ping for a letter from the PTA giving you 
further information about this exciting event.

Mr McClay

Dates for the diary

NOVEMBER

Thursday 28th
KS2 Trip to Royal Opera House

Nursery Stay & Play
Coffee morning
Friday 29th 

PTA Christmas Fair

DECEMBER 

Tuesday 3rd
Year 2 Christmas decorations - 2pm

Wednesday 4th
SEN Boccia at Thopre Hall - AM

New Age Kurling at Thorpe Hall - PM
Owls Christmas decorations - 10.30am
Robins Christmas decorations - 1.45pm

Thursday 5th
Coffee morning

Year 6 Christmas Decorations – 2pm
Friday 6th 

Year 3 Christmas decorations - 2pm
Tuesday 10th

Choir at Cliffs Pavilion
Wednesday 11th

Reception Nativity – 9.15am
Year 1 Christmas decorations - 2pm

Thursday 12th 
Coffee morning

Year 1/2 Nativity - 9am & 2pm
Nursery Christmas decorations –

10.30am and 2pm
Friday 13th 

Year 4 Christmas decorations - 2pm
Monday 16th

Christmas Jumper Day
Christmas dinner
Tuesday 17th

Christmas parties
Wednesday 18th

Nursery Christmas party
Last day of term

JANUARY

Monday 6th
Children return to school

Key Stage 1

Year 1 have been learning the names of common 3D shapes and their properties. The 
children enjoyed playing games with the shapes, building towers and solving problems 
with them. In English we have been helping the children to write lists, focussing on 
spelling, letter formation and punctuation. Throughout the week we have taught the 
children about hot and cold countries around the world and what types of animals 
might live in such places. We have also looked at the Jewish festival of Sukkot, 
describing the different things they do or use during this time. 

Please note, there will be no hot 
dinners on Friday 29th November 

due to the Christmas Fair. 
Children can still have a cold 

school lunch or bring their own 
packed lunch. Thank you

Important Notice



Year 4

We have started the week mindfully on Monday with a visit from Kalma Kids, where we 
learned some yoga poses and breathing strategies to help calm us down and relax. In 
History, we have focussed on the Domesday Book and gathered our own data, in 
preparation for making our own version. We continued to look at pilgrimages and special 
journeys in RE, where we reported on the miraculous events experienced at Lourdes in 
France. 

Year 5

Sports

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

This week Year 5 have explored mountains around the world using atlases and iPads. In 
History we re-enacted the Peasants Revolt of 1381. The children really enjoyed making 
placards that signalled our grievances and performing our very own revolt outside. We 
all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves during our Winter Wonderland Christmas decoration 
afternoon and it was lovely to see children and parents working happily together. Thank 
you for coming to support this event. 

In Science this week, Year 3 have been learning about friction. We conducted an 
experiment to test how far a car travelled down a ramp and how it was affected by 
different surfaces. We have also continued our learning about volcanoes in Geography 
and have labelled the different features associated with them. 

Key Stage 2

Year 3

In English, the Year 2 children have been reading the story of Fee! Fi! Fo! Fum! which 
is an alternative fairy story. The children have written super descriptions using 
interesting language and adventurous adjectives to describe the giant, which have been 
wonderful to read. During Science we investigated a range of materials and thought 
about what materials we could change by bending, squashing, stretching and twisting. 
We then recorded our results and concluded why some materials change shape and 
some do not. Year 2 have also been revisiting place value in Maths and investigating 
number in various ways. During our geography lesson, we used ‘Google Earth’ to 
explore the oceans of the world. We have also started practising the Christmas play 
songs and the children with lines have been given them to learn, ready for rehearsals 
next week. 

On Wednesday this week, our Year 5 boys football team took on Hinguar in an away 
friendly match. Running out 4:2 winners, leaves them in good stead for the Year 5/6 
boys football Tournament on Friday at Len Forge. We will let you how they got on next 
week. Our girl’s teams have also been busy. The netball team won their first match 
against St Mary’s 9:2 and are now busy preparing for their next friendly game on 28th

November at home against Blenheim School. The football team have also started
training in preparation for their first game at home on the 27th November against 
Eastwood. Well done Team Friars! 

Year 2
NEW MENU

Dinner Menu – Week two

Monday – Chicken and Broccoli pasta
Cheese and potato pie

Jacket potato with cheese, baked 
beans or tuna mayonnaise

Pea and seasonal salad selection
Jam sponge and custard

Tuesday - Homemade mild beef chilli 
and rice

Vegetable savour rice
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Sweetcorn and seasonal salad 

selection
Date and chocolate slice

Wednesday - Roast turkey, Yorkshire 
pudding and crispy roast potatoes

Quorn sausages
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 

selection
Cheese, crackers and grapes

Thursday - Homemade pork sausage 
and bean casserole and creamy mash

Veggie roll
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Carrots and seasonal salad selection

Ice cream tub

Friday - Beef burger in a bun and 
chips

Cheese and tomato pizza
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Baked beans and seasonal salad 

selection
Ring doughnut

Available daily

Cold packed lunch
Cool milk

Chilled water
Wholemeal and white bread

Fresh fruit and yoghurt

Attendance

Whole school – 96.5% 

KS1 – 1B & 1GJ – 98%

KS2 – 4A - 99.7%

Year 6

During the mornings in Year 6 this week, the children have been honing their 
comprehension and mathematical skills by applying them through a variety of ‘test’ type 
situations. Using the SATs papers from 2017, the children have experienced what the 
tests will be like in May. This is a practical way of them getting used to testing 
situations, timings and what will be expected of them so that they don’t panic or worry 
nearer the time. During the afternoons, the children have continued to learn about the 
Victorians and their influence on the world.

House points

KS1 – Windsor

KS2 – Windsor


