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Review of The Week
Early Years

Well we have made it to the end of our first term and what a term it’s been!

We hope you have managed to read our letter that went out on Tuesday but just to
reiterate, the children have been brilliant, the staff have been brilliant and you’ll be glad to
hear that the parents have been brilliant as well!

It’s been a term like no other and we have managed to get through the term without
bursting any bubbles. Of course, lady luck has played a huge part in this but also a huge
thank you for your support and flexibility around the many new rules and regulations that
we’ve had to follow. We obviously don’t know what January will look like yet but we will let
you know as soon as possible if there are any changes needed. We hope not!

Our chocolate and sweet raffle was drawn today. Thank you for supporting this new event,
we have raised almost £1000 and Santa duly delivered a stack of new games to each class.
We hope they make wet playtimes more fun for the children. The list of winners can be
found below. The school council will also be choosing how to spend any extra money in the
new year.

We also have some happy but sad news to share as our wonderful Mrs Rhodes leaves us 
today to start her well earned retirement. During her time at Friars, she has undertaken 
pretty much every role possible, all with never a complaint. We wish her and her husband, 
Alan a long, happy and healthy retirement together. You’ve certainly earned it!  

All that remains to say is that we hope you have a happy and healthy Christmas and a 
peaceful start to the new year. Unless local guidance changes we look forward to 
welcoming the children back on Monday 4th January 2021. 

Dates for the diary

DECEMBER

Friday 18th

INSET Day

Monday 21st – Friday 1st January
Christmas break

Monday 4th January
First day back

FEBRUARY

Friday 12th
INSET Day

Monday 15th - Friday 19th
Half term

MARCH

Monday 29th - Friday 9th April
Easter break

MAY

Monday 3rd & 31st

Bank Holidays
Friday 28th 
INSET Day

JUNE

Tuesday 1st - Friday 4th 
Half term

JULY

Thursday 22nd - Tuesday 31st August 
Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Congratulations to all of our raffle winners
Tanner – Nursery, Aliya – Owls, Amy – Robins (2 wins!), Lexie – Robins, Orla – Robins, Abbie 
– 1BF, Maison – 1BF, Zain – 1BF, Faith – 1BF (2 wins!), Luca – 1BF, Etty – 1GC, Isla - 1GC, 
Ethan - 1GC, Max - 1GC, Daisy - 1GC, Isla Rose - 1GC, Kaitlin - 1GC, Joshua – 2B, Destiny –
2B, Emelia – 2B, Joshua – 2B, Daisy – 2B, Toby – 2S, Alabama-Ray – 2S, Shaniya – 2S, Harley 
– 2S, Harry - 2S (2 wins!), Alfie – 3JD, Riley – 3JD, Ruby – 3JD, Oliver – 3JD (2 wins!), Riley –
3JD
Alfie – 3JD, Edward – 3ML, Emily – 4B, Callum – 4S, Bella – 4S, Marcus – 4S, Amelia – 5S (2 
wins!), Gracie – 5S, Tyler – 5VB, Ava – 5VB, Saffiyah – 5VB, Emily – 5VB (2 wins!), Molly –
5VB (2 wins!), Ellie – 6D, Marley – 6D, Leah – 6D, Frankie – 6D, Edward – 6D, Lennon – 6D, 
Marley – 6D
Kian – 6D, Benji – 6G, Jackson – 6G, Dane – 6G, Adam – 6G (2 wins!), Skye – 6G, Sean –
6G,mr Telling, Miss Andrews and Mrs Dyer. 

Special congratulations to Kendrick in 2B who won our top prize! 

Attendance

KS1 – Robins - 98.6%
KS2 – 3T – 99.7%

Year Group Emails 
Please contact your child’s teacher 

using the following email 
addresses;  

nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk
reception@friars.southend.sch.uk
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk

year2@friars.southend.sch.uk
year3@friars.southend.sch.uk

year4@friars.southend.sch.uk
year5@friars.southend.sch.uk
year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

Nursery

Merry Christmas to all of our Nursery children and families from all of the Nursery team.

Reception

What a fantastic week. All of the adults in Owls and Robins would like to say a massive 
thank you to you all. This term has definitely been a very strange one for the children to 
start school - but by all working together and finding new ways of working, its fair to say the 
children really have had the very best start possible. It couldn't have happened without your 
constant support and understanding. We adore your wonderful children and they are quite 
simply a joy to be with. Seeing them grow and flourish is a real privilege for us and we feel 
so lucky. So now, please have a safe, happy and restful Christmas and we will look forward 
to being together again in 2021 for hopefully a much brighter year.



Year 4

A very Merry Christmas to all the children and their families in Year 4! We have had a very 
exciting first term, full of hard work but having fun along the way. In English we have been 
developing our skills in writing stories, news reports, diaries and describing settings. In Maths 
we have been working hard to improve our knowledge about times tables, Roman numerals, 
angles and place value. Both Mrs. Bailey and Mr. Smith are incredibly proud at how resilient 
the children have been in this unprecedented year, and wish you a happy holiday (which the 
children have certainly earned!) and look forward to seeing you back in January.

Year 5
Year 5 have had a great start to the year. All of the children settled very well and this has 
meant we have had an enjoyable Autumn term that has been jam-packed with learning and 
fun. We would like to wish the children and their families a very merry Christmas and a happy 
new year! 

Merry Christmas to all the children and their families in Year 3. We have had a wonderful first 
term getting to know you all, and we have been amazed by how hard working and 
enthusiastic you have all been! This term's reading texts ‘The Iron Man’ and ‘George’s 
Marvellous Medicine’ have given us the opportunity to produce some fantastic stories, 
newspaper reports, persuasive letters, instructions and diary entries. Our Maths skills have 
really improved this term as we have deepened our knowledge of multiplication/division 
strategies, telling the time, angles and fractions. We would like to wish you a happy and 
healthy Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all in January.

Key Stage 2

Year 3

The children in Year 2 have adapted so well to our new classroom routines this term - you 
should be very proud of them! We have enjoyed exploring our autumn themes and the 
children have shown determination to improve in all subjects. We would like to extend our 
thanks to you for supporting the children with their reading and spellings at home – it really 
has made a difference. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year! 

Dinner Menu – Week One

Monday – Macaroni cheese with crispy 
ciabatta & herb crumb

Roasted squash & basil risotto
Jacket potato with choice of toppings

Carrots & green beans
Chocolate & beetroot sponge

Tuesday - Chicken tikka masala with rice
Chargrilled vegetable quesadilla with rice

Pasta with a choice of toppings
Lentil dhal & broccoli

Courgette & orange cake 

Wednesday - Gammon with orange & 
herb glaze served with roasted potatoes & 

gravy
Spiced Moroccan chickpea curry with 

lemon couscous
Jacket potato with choice of toppings

Green cabbage & carrots
Ice cream with fruit

Thursday - Beef burger in a bun
Crispy chickpea burger in a bun
Pasta with a choice of toppings

Sweetcorn & coleslaw
Apple & oat crumble

Friday - Fish fingers with homemade 
tomato ketchup & chips

Mexican sweetcorn, carrot & courgette
fritter with chargrilled tortilla & chips
Jacket potato with choice of toppings

Baked beans & peas
Chocolate & carrot brownie

Freshly baked bread
Pumpkin & carrot or wholemeal

Jacket potato toppings
Baked beans or grated cheese

Pasta toppings
Homemade tomato & vegetable sauce or 

cheddar cheese

A copy of the spring menu will be 
coming home with everyone today.

Year 6

We would like to wish all of our lovely pupils and their families a Merry Christmas from the 
Year 6 team. Since being back, Year 6 have been immersed in their topics, including the 
Victorians, forces and most recently, ‘Extreme Earth.’ We have worked hard across many 
different genres including diary entries, stories, recounts, information texts and newspaper 
reports and managed to revise and recap lots of our learning from where we left off in Year 5. 
Our maths learning has also picked up brilliantly again, and we have covered place value, 
calculations using the four rules, measurement, fractions, percentages and decimals and much 
more already. Despite the turbulent end to their previous years, the children have tackled 
their learning tasks this half term with great enthusiasm and have blown us away with their 
knowledge and understanding. They’ve even tackled their first set of practice SATS papers! 
We would like to congratulate you all on a wonderful return to school and we wish you a 
restful and lovely Christmas break. 

Year 2

Attendance cup winners for the term
KS1 – 1BF 
KS2 – 3JD
Whole school attendance was 97%!

PE News
Merry Christmas to all the students at 
Friars, keep active over the festive 
period and stay safe.
After the Christmas break we have the 
following; 
Yr 1, Yr2, Yr3, Yr4 – gymnastics 
Yr 5, Yr6 – X country 

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Monday Year 2

Tuesday Year 4

Wednesday Year 1 & Year 3

Thursday Year 5

Friday Year 6

What a wonderful first term it has been in Year 1. We enjoyed reading the story of How to 
Find Gold - following the adventures of a girl called Anna and her crocodile friend and have 
recently finished reading The Jolly Postman; the children loved finding out which familiar 
characters he visited. Our maths work has focused on numbers, adding and subtracting as 
well as looking at different measurements. We were really impressed with the children's art 
work when learning about Guy Fawkes and Bonfire Night, as well as their investigations 
related to sinking and floating in science. Have a very restful Christmas break.

Thank you to all the parents, grandparents and carers of 1BF who have ensured the children 
were in school each day on time. Our attendance was an amazing 98.8% this term, the 
highest in the school!

Year 1

Key Stage 1

PE Days


