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Review of The Week

Nursery

Reception

Early Years

This week the children in Nursery have been learning about the Chinese New Year. 
After watching a short video clip they talked about what they had seen and key 
aspects of the celebration. Following this, children had the opportunity to create their 
own dragon dance, accompanied by drums, using a large dragon head that they had 
made and long sheets of material. They have also made their own moving dragons, 
kites, lanterns, hand drums and even tasted noodles for snack. It’s been a busy but 
very fun week for all.   

This week we have been learning and talking about Chinese New Year. The children 
have been folding and cutting Chinese dragons and have listened to the story about 
the animals. We have been thinking about odds and even numbers in maths and 
about one more and one less. The children have been working hard with their 
phonics and we are learning to read tricky words.

What an interesting week it has been, it started with a water failure closing the school 
on Monday, (thank you for your understanding with this) but ended with water 
success for the team of children that represented Friars so well at the swimming gala. 
It was great to see them all return to school wearing their medals with pride.  In 
between all of the water related events, it’s been another busy week and it was a 
privilege to show one of our governors around the school on Wednesday morning, 
highlighting all of the great work that goes on each and every day at Friars. The 
children were engaged, knowledgeable and keen to talk about their learning. Well 
done Friars!

Just to confirm that parent’s evenings will be on Wednesday 25th March 3:30pm to 
7:30pm and Thursday 26th March 3:30pm-5:30pm. We will let you know when School 
Ping is open to book your appointment times. 

Have a great weekend!

Dates for the diary

FEBRUARY

Monday 3rd - Friday 7th

Yr 6 practise test week

Thursday 6th 

Coffee morning - all welcome

Monday 10th

Cook4Life parent workshop - 1.30pm

Thursday 13th

Coffee morning - all welcome

Friday 14th 

INSET DAY

Monday 17th - Friday 21st

Half term

Monday 24th

Children return to school

Wednesday 26th

KS1 Cross Country

Thursday 27th

Coffee morning - all welcome

MARCH

Monday 2nd - Friday 6th

Book week

Yr 6 practise test week

Thursday 5th

Coffee morning - all welcome

Southend Makes Music - palace theatre

Monday 9th - Friday 13th

NFER week

Monday 16th & Tuesday 17th

Mothers Day Sale

Thursday 19th 

Coffee morning - all welcome

Infant Music Festival

Mothers Day Sale

Friday 20th 

Mothers Day Sale

Tuesday 24th 

Parent & Carers evening 3.30-7.30pm

Wednesday 25th 

Parens and Carers evening

3.30-5.30pm

Thursday 26th

Coffee morning - All welcome

Key Stage 1

This week we have started reading a new book in English, about a man who walks to 
the moon. The children have made predictions based on the front cover, made a list 
of all the things the man does, sequenced events from the story and written about 
what happens. In Maths we have been counting in tens, adding and subtracting ten 
from numbers and solving simple puzzles using tens numbers. 1B have been having 
an awesome time with their outdoor learning. The class have been looking after the 
environmental garden, preparing an area for planting seeds and learning how to use 
basic tools. 1GJ will be having their turn next week, please ensure the children bring 
appropriate clothes to school in a named bag on Monday.  Thank you.
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Year 4

Year 4 have been writing concise and thorough instructions this week. We looked at 
the importance of being clear and specific with the ‘Jam Sandwich Algorithm’ which 
got our teachers messy, before moving on to writing our own instructions to feed 
Ancient Greek mythical beasts! We delved further into our layered reading books this 
week and we are really beginning to love the characters of Mister Tom and Willie 
Beech, using empathy to discuss how they feel in detail. In art, we continued our study 
of vases, building up to creating our own 3D vases in the next coming weeks! 

Year 5

Sports

Year 5 have examined the key characters in Macbeth and looked at their personality 
traits in detail, justifying these traits by matching them to events that take place 
throughout the play. We have looked at the relationship between numbers when they 
have been multiplied by ten, one hundred or one thousand and how it affects more 
complex multiplication problems. We are sketching, painting and producing clay work 
based on fruit and vegetables.

In year 3 this week we have been continuing our learning of climates and how these 
vary around the world. We have also been researching and learning about Boudicca 
and her influence during the Roman times.

Key Stage 2

Year 3

In Year 2 this week we have been learning about fractions of an amount in Maths, 

ranging from halves, to quarters and thirds. In English we have investigated and found 

out lots of information about poems, thinking about the adjectives, nouns and verbs 

that have been used and how poems are structured. In Science we learnt about life 

cycles and the various life stages that we go through. The children were very good at 

understanding the various life stages and putting them in the correct order. Please 

make sure you continue to read as often as possible with your child and take the 

opportunity to access Times Tables Rockstars at home, as this will help your child’s 

fluency and understanding.

The inclusive swimming gala was a huge success! None of our children wanted to leave 
as they were having so much fun and they all left with beaming smiles on their faces 
clutching their medals. It was fantastic to see all of our children taking part in a variety 
of different races.

NEW MENU

Dinner Menu – Week one

Monday – Homemade spaghetti 
bolognese and a bread roll

Cauliflower & broccoli pasta bake
Jacket potato with cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Pea and seasonal salad selection

Fruit crumble and custard

Tuesday - Sweet and sour chicken 
and rice

Cheese and tomato omelette
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Green beans and seasonal salad 

selection
Fruit trifle

Wednesday - Roast pork, apple 
sauce and crispy roast potatoes, 

vegetable ravioli
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 

selection
ice cream tub

Thursday - Homemade ham, cheese 
and tomato quiche and new potatoes

Cheese pastry
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Sweetcorn and seasonal salad 

selection
Marble sponge and custard

Friday - Cod fish fingers and chips
Veggie fingers and chips

Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 
beans or tuna mayonnaise

Baked beans and seasonal salad 
selection

Yoghurt and biscuit

Available daily

Cold packed lunch
Cool milk

Chilled water
Wholemeal and white bread

Fresh fruit and yoghurt

Year 6

Acute, obtuse and right angles are what the Year 6 children have been focusing on in 
maths. They have embedded and improved their skills in how to draw, measure and 
identify them. Using mod-roc, the children began to create their Mayan masks. Over 
the next two weeks, they will paint them with design and colour according to the type 
of mask they choose to make. Please remember that Year 6 have P.E. on a Friday and 
ensure that a full kit is sent into school – this includes a t-shirt, shorts and a change of 
shoes; jogging bottoms and a sweatshirt if the children are outside.  Children cannot 
do P.E. in their school shoes.

Year 2

Attendance

KS1 – 1GJ - 97.9%
KS2 – 5VW– 99.1%

House points

KS2 – Stormont 
KS1 – Stirling 

Please do not allow your children to play on the play equipment after school 
in either the Key stage 1, Key stage 2 or Reception playgrounds. These 

areas are unsupervised at this time and children playing there could raise 
safety concerns.   Many thanks for your cooperation in this matter.


