
Geography 

Britain became the most powerful and richest 

country in the world, with the largest empire that 

had ever existed, ruling a quarter of the world's 

population.  

Which continents and countries were part of The 

British Empire?  

Science 

What was it like living in the Victorian times? There was no electricity, instead gas lamps 

or candles were used for light. There were no cars. People either walked, travelled by 

boat or train or used coach horses to move from place to place. Yet there were still many 

amazing inventions during this time.  

Research Victorian inventions and inventors. Make a list of all of the different 

discoveries during this time in history. Are these things still around today?  

 

English 

Red the schools information on the back of this sheet. Many 

poorer  families were made to live and work in workhouses. The 

education the children received did not include the two most 

important skills of all, reading and writing, which were needed 

to get a good job.  

Write a persuasive letter to The Government  at the time ex-

plaining why it is important for schools to improve and for 

children to have the skills of reading and writing.  

Famous Victorians 

Be a researcher and find out what you can about one or more of these famous Victorians. 

Charles Darwin       Lewis Carrol Joseph Lister    Alexander Graham Bell Sir Robert Peel    Charles Dickens   Florence Nightingale 

History 

Queen Victoria is known as one of the most 

famous and longest reigning English         

monarchs, but who was she and why was her 

life so interesting?   

Research Queen Victoria and write an 

information text about her life. How 

long did she live for? How long did she 

reign? Has anybody been on the throne 

longer?  

Year 5—The Victorians 

Key Vocabulary  Find out what these words mean: 

 monarch,  empire, poverty, mangle,  slate, industrial revolution,  abacus 

English 

Life in the work house was hard as shown in the film  and book 

‘Oliver Twist’ by Charles Dickens. They were over-crowded, 

freezing cold, damp, dark, lonely places. The master would beat 

you if you didn't follow orders and the food was often stale, dry 

bread and gruel. The work was often hard and painful.   

Write a diary entry from the perspective of a child in the 

workhouse using some of the points above to  show how  

miserable their lives were.  



Victorian Schools 
Schools were not free until 1891. Up until then children had to pay to go to school. Queen Victoria's reign 
brought many improvements to the education of children, especially for the poor children. The Victorians came 
up with the idea that all children should go to school, and they checked to make sure the schools were up to 
scratch too. They were the first people to ask whether it was right to allow children to work. They introduced 
laws saying what you could and could not expect children to do.  

Who went to school during the Victorian times? In early Victorian England, most children never went to 
school at all and grew up unable to read or write. Instead they were sent out to work to earn money for their 
families. Only the upper and middle class children went to school. 

Rich Children Children from rich families were taught at home by a governess until they were 10 
years old. Once a boy turned ten, he went away to Public schools like Eton or Harrow. There were very few 
schools available for girls, however, until near the end of the Victorian time.  Wealthy girls were mostly educated 
at home. 

Where did poor children go to school? Poor children went to free charity schools or 'Dame' schools 
(so called because they were run by women) for young children. They also went to Sunday Schools which were 
run by churches. There they learnt bible stories and were taught to read a little. 

Why go to school? The Victorians soon realised that it was important for people to be able to read 
and write and education became more important. The Church of England became active in the field and erected 
'National Schools' which taught children reading, writing, arithmetic and religion. 

When did attending school become mandatory? I t wasn't until 1880 that schooling became mandatory. 
All children had to attend a school until they were 10 years old. In 1889, the school leaving age was raised to 
twelve, and in 1891, the school's pence fee was abolished and schools became free. 

What were the schools like? There could be as many as 70 or 80 pupils in one class, especially in  
cities. The teachers were very strict. Children were often taught by reading and copying things down, or chanting 
things till they were perfect. 

In many Victorian schools pupil-teachers helped with the teaching. The pupil-teachers were boys and girls of 13 
and over. After five years of apprenticeship they could themselves become teachers. Schools did not teach music 
or PE in the way that schools do now. Children sometimes did 'drill' in the classroom. Drill was a series of exer-
cises that were done by the side of a desk.  

What did the schools teach? Typical lessons at school included the three Rs - Reading, WRiting and Dic-
tation, and ARithmetic.  In addition to the three Rs which were taught most of the day, once a week the children 
learned geography, history and singing. The girls learned how to sew. 

Did Victorian children use a calculator? For maths lessons, children used frames w ith coloured wood-
en beads, much like an abacus.  Children learned how to multiply and divide using this apparatus.  

What was a Victorian school day like? The day usually began w ith prayers and religious instruc-
tion. Morning lessons ran from 9a.m. to 12p.m.  Children often went home for a meal, then returned for after-
noon classes from 2p.m. to 5p.m. 

Why did Victorian children write on slates? Paper was expensive. Children usually therefore w rote on 
slates with slate pencils. After a lesson was completed, and the teacher checked their work, the students 
cleared their slates for the next lesson.  

 Art & Design 

Read the information text about Victorian Schools. Create 

a colourful, eye catching information poster about their 

schools adding pictures, cartoons and diagrams. 

Design Technology 

Children from poorer Victorian families had to make 

their own toys, for example peg dolls, board games, 

windmills and cuddly toys.  

Design your own toy or game. Draw the design and 

label its features.  

 1837 Victoria becomes queen 

 1852 First flushing toilets 

 1880 Law for all children aged 5-10 to go to school 

 1869 First Sainsbury store opens 

 1843 Charles Dickens writes the book A Christmas Carol 

 1878 First electric lighting 

 1901 Queen Victoria dies 

 1850 First post boxes built 

 1854-1856 Crimean War 

 1861 Prince Albert dies 

Maths 

Put these historical Victorian events into 

chronological order and create a timeline 



Please write a letter to a child joining Year 5 in September.  

 

You might want to tell them about... 

 

 The things you enjoyed the most about your time in 

Year 5 

 Your favourite things to do 

 The lessons you enjoyed the most and why  

 The teachers and what makes them great  

 The things you have learnt this year 

 The sports you tried in PE  

 Any visitors you had to your class 

 

You could also tell them about a typical day in Year 5.    

Explain how you came into school, what play times were 

like, what you did at lunchtimes and the end of the day, when you did certain  lessons 

and any rules of the classroom that you followed.  

 

Finally, some children may be feeling a little worried about going up to the 

next year group. What advice would you give them to make them feel more 

settled?  

 

Thank you for taking the time to write this letter, they really make a difference 

to children in the year group below. Any letters sent will be put onto Seesaw  

and the website for the new children  to read.  

 

Welcome to  

Year 5


