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 Thursday 19th March 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Re: Coronavirus update – school closure to most pupils 

Following yesterday’s update from the Government, we are writing to you to confirm that we have now been 
instructed to close the school to almost all children after this Friday (March 20th) until further notice. 

As advised by the Government, we will do all we can to stay open for the children of key workers and children 
with certain needs. 

This skeleton care provision (the Government is clear that this is not education) will be for those families with: 

 Key worker parents who would not be able to attend their place of work in these priority areas due to 
childcare issues.  

 Children with an EHCP (Education, Health and Care Plan). 

 Children who have a social worker. 

It is vitally important that we know how many children for whom we will need to provide care. We are just 
waiting for further guidance explaining who the Government has decided are key workers. We will share this with 
you as soon as we have this information. We had hoped to have heard news of this by now. 

After the list of key workers is shared, we will be asking for you to call the school and to speak to Mr McClay or Mr 
Roche, if you think your child may fall into one of the three categories and you need this childcare. Please do not 
call before we share the list. 

We will need your name, your child’s name, your child’s class and, if you believe you meet the key worker criteria, 
details of where you work.  We will require proof of employment (this could be a letter from your work, pay slip 
etc.). We will be in touch with eligible parents by the end of Friday to share the arrangements for how we will 
begin the provision on Monday March 23rd.  

Our aim is to be open from: 

 Monday to Friday, 7.30am to 5.30pm for key worker children, and  

 8:00am to 3:30pm for children with an EHCP or children with a social worker.  

We will need to know which days of the week and times you would need your child to come in to school. Could 
you have this information ready when you speak to Mr McClay or Mr Roche.  

All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into school from Monday 
onwards. 

Please note that this is a national closure so while it is a challenging situation, we are not alone. We’ll re-open 
fully as soon as we can and will let you know when this is by contacting you via all our usual communication 
routes – Ping, FaceBook, email etc.  
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What we’ll continue doing while your child is at home 

Your child’s learning is of course important to us, so we’ll do our best to continue to help your child learn.  

We are now intensifying our preparations to ensure that, whilst children cannot attend school, school remains an 
important part of all of their lives. We have been working behind the scenes to put together some learning which 
will be sent home as well as more that can be accessed online. Every child will be given an exercise book, a pencil 
and a pack of work on Friday. There will also be login details for our SeeSaw online learning platform. For any 
children not in school due to absence, we ask that these items are collected from the school. For these children, 
the packs will be organised and ready and waiting in the office foyer from 10am tomorrow morning. They will 
continue to be available across Monday. If your immediate family is isolating, please arrange for someone else to 
collect. An explanation of the learning will accompany the packs. Please note that if your child will be attending 
the provision that we will be offering, they will not receive a pack of work. 

If during the closure, you need to make contact with the school please email the school office at 
office@friars.southend.sch.uk and we will come back to you as soon as possible. 

If your child usually receives free school meals we will also be in touch with more information about the support 
available when we know more from the Government. 

What we won’t be able to go ahead with 

Unfortunately we have had to make the decision to cancel all educational visits for the rest of the academic year 
including our Year 5 residential to Thriftwood and the Year 6 residential to the Isle of Wight. A separate letter to 
parents and carers of the Year 5 and Year 6 children who would have attended these visits has been sent today.  

You will also likely be aware that the Government has cancelled planned assessments between April and July. This 
means the follow assessments will not take place:  

 End of key stage 1 and key stage 2 assessments (including tests and teacher assessment) 

 Year 1 phonics screening check 

 Year 4 multiplication tables check 

This is as much as we know right now and we appreciate your continued patience as we deal with this ever-
changing situation. We understand that this latest news will have an impact on you and your family and it’s far 
from ideal, but we’ll continue to keep in touch with any updates as the situation develops. Please make sure you 
check our school website, SchoolPing or Facebook for regular updates. 

We wish everyone well over the forthcoming weeks and we hope to see everyone again very soon.  

Yours faithfully, 

C McClay 

Mr. C. McClay 
Principal 
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