
Year 1

Friars Weekly News
Friday 24th January 2020

Review of The Week

Nursery

Reception

Early Years

In Nursery this week the children have enjoyed using the marble run. With some 
newly added pieces, the children were able to make longer runs and enjoyed seeing if 
they could make the marble travel a different route. With some of our older children 
who will be starting school this September, we have introduced some early phonics 
activities from the Letters and Sounds document. Alongside this we read ‘Little Red 
Riding Hood’ and the children have enjoyed acting out parts of the story on our stage 
outside. 

This week in Reception, we have been learning about doubles.  We have played 
games with dominoes and dice to find the double of a number and made our own 
double dominoes on whiteboards.  We have been exploring shapes and learning the 
difference between 2D shapes and 3D shapes.  We have also been practising writing 
simple words, using what we have learnt in phonics to help us spell them correctly. 
Some children have been listening and dancing to our favourite songs on the 
reception play list, building ramps and bridges for cars in the garden and playing with 
magnetic shapes and numicon.

It’s been another great week at Friars, full of hard work, excitement and good learning 

both inside and outside. 

This year Friars have been working towards an enhanced emotional health and well-

being status and we are well on the way with this journey. This has provided both the 

children and staff with some great opportunities, which we would like to share with 

you at the end of the year. With this in mind, we are pleased to announce our annual 

end of year celebration day and picnic on Wednesday 8th July 2020. This will 

incorporate our school sports days, now traditional picnic and the chance for you to 

see some of the activities we have been doing this year to improve emotional health 

and well-being at Friars.  Have a great weekend!

Dates for the diary

JANUARY

Tuesday 28th
Able writers day at Thorpedene

Monday 3rd - Friday 7th
Yr 6 practise test week

Thursday 6th 
Coffee morning - all welcome

Monday 10th
Cook4Life parent workshop - 1.30pm

Thursday 13th
Coffee morning - all welcome

FEBRUARY

Friday 14th 
INSET DAY

Monday 17th - Friday 21st
Half term

Monday 24th
Children return to school

Wednesday 26th
KS1 Cross Country
Thursday 27th

Coffee morning - all welcome

MARCH

Monday 2nd - Friday 6th
Book week

Yr 6 practise test week
Thursday 5th

Coffee morning - all welcome
Southend Makes Music - palace 

theatre
Monday 9th - Friday 13th

NFER week
Monday 16th & Tuesday 17th

Mothers Day Sale
Thursday 19th 

Coffee morning - all welcome
Infant Music Festival

Mothers Day Sale
Friday 20th 

Mothers Day Sale
Tuesday 24th 

Parent & Carers evening 3.30-7.30pm
Wednesday 25th 

Parens and Carers evening
3.30-5.30pm

Thursday 26th
Coffee morning - All welcome

Key Stage 1

The children in Year 1 have written some awesome winter poems this week, based 
on their walk around the school last week. In maths we have been helping the 
children to subtract using practical equipment, number lines and by counting back. 
Through our science work, we have taught the children that the Earth moves 
around the sun, how this relates to seasons as well as how night and day are 
created. Please remember that it is 1B’s turn for outdoor learning next week so 
please send in the children’s outdoor clothes on Monday in a named bag. Thank 
you.



Year 4

In Year 4 we have been looking at the traditional Myth of King Midas and his golden 
touch. Alongside our discussions about the key messages within the story we have also 
been using empathy to understand the character’s emotions and choices throughout 
the tale. We have begun  to write our own marvellous modern-day myths, using the 
well-known skittles advert for inspiration, focusing on how the character realises that 
one, ‘must be careful what they wish for’.

Year 5

Sports

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Henry VIII and his 6 wives and their unfortunate fates have been our focus in history 
this week. In Geography, we have used the main eight points of the compass to create 
journeys and move about on a pre-drawn town grid. Our understanding of 
Shakespeare has been extended this week as we have begun our work on the play 
Macbeth. We have worked hard on applying our knowledge of multiplying and dividing 
by ten, one hundred and one thousand to decimal numbers.

In year 3 this week we have been exploring the digestive system in Science by 
recreating the process using a slice of bread, water, a funnel and a leg from a pair of 
tights. We have also started to learn about different climates and biomes in the world 
and using atlases to label world maps.

Key Stage 2

Year 3

In Year 2 this week the children have been learning about fractions and how they can 
find the fractions of various shapes using numerators and denominators. In English 
they have created their very own monster to replace the Gruffalo, using lots of 
adventurous adjectives. They then applied their ideas into the original Gruffalo story. 
Whilst 2B have been outside enjoying their outdoor learning, 2SD have been 
investigating and using their problem solving skills to make axles and chassis for a car 
they are designing. Please remember to continue reading with your child at home as it 
is an extremely important skill that transfers across all of their learning.

It was great to get started with our sports clubs this week. Please remember to send 
the children in with old clothes to avoid uniform or school PE kit getting ruined. 

Please ensure that your child has the correct PE kit in school. Years 1, 2 and 5 will be 
indoor lessons this half term and Years 3, 4 and 6 will be venturing outdoors for their 
lessons. 

Dinner Menu – Week two

Monday – Chicken and Broccoli 
pasta

Cheese and potato pie
Jacket potato with cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Pea and seasonal salad selection

Jam sponge and custard

Tuesday - Homemade mild beef 
chilli and rice

Vegetable savour rice
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Sweetcorn and seasonal salad 

selection
Date and chocolate slice

Wednesday - Roast turkey, 
Yorkshire pudding and crispy roast 

potatoes
Quorn sausages

Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 
beans or tuna mayonnaise

Mixed vegetables and seasonal 
salad selection

Cheese, crackers and grapes

Thursday - Homemade pork 
sausage and bean casserole and 

creamy mash
Veggie roll

Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 
beans or tuna mayonnaise
Carrots and seasonal salad 

selection
Ice cream tub

Friday - Beef burger in a bun and 
chips

Cheese and tomato pizza
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Baked beans and seasonal salad 

selection
Ring doughnut

Available daily

Cold packed lunch
Cool milk

Chilled water
Wholemeal and white bread

Fresh fruit and yoghurt

Year 6

Year 6 have continued to learn about the Universal Declaration of Human Rights this 
week by learning about Nelson Mandela. They learnt about his career path before he 
was sent to prison, about how some of those choices were not really appropriate but 
understanding that because of the repression and segregation he lived under, he felt 
like he had no choice. Their Mayan mask designs are coming along well and next week, 
we hope to start making them.

Attendance

KS1 – 2B - 98%
KS2 – 6B – 99.7%

Year 2


