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Monday 4th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
I hope this letter finds you well as we enter our seventh week of this lockdown situation. It would appear 
from news sources over the weekend that there is a chance that primary schools might begin to reopen, 
in some way, in early June. Of course we need to wait for information from our government on this. Rest 
assured that as soon as we receive direction, we will be working hard to get back up and running in as 
safe a way as possible. 
 
As a parent myself, I know that home learning with your children can be tricky at times. My 4 and 6 year 
olds love learning some days and on others it is a real struggle. Sometimes it seems harder to teach my 
own children than a class of 30! There might be a link between this and my greying hair. On reflection 
though, I think it’s important to remember that children learn things from every situation. If they’re helping 
us in the garden, baking a cake or watching a nature programme on TV, they will be developing their 
knowledge and skills. As Mr Roche said in his letter that was sent during the Easter break, it is important 
to do what is best for your family. During these tricky times we shouldn’t put too much pressure on 
ourselves as parents. If you find that home learning isn’t going quite to plan don’t worry. We will support 
the children to get back on track when we are together again. 
 
We are really pleased with how many children are accessing Seesaw for home learning and how they 
are maintaining that important link with school and their teachers. We know that some children are not 
accessing this resource and we understand that this is likely to be for a number of reasons. If you have 
the right technology but cannot get onto Seesaw, please do get in touch through the office email account 
at office@friars.southend.sch.uk. One of us will try to quickly get back to you to see if we can help. 
 
For those of you that have children eligible for free school meals, thank you for your patience with the 
voucher scheme system. There have been problems across the country as the company couldn’t 
manage the huge task at hand. If you have a future problem, please continue to email the school office.  
 
Finally thank you to everyone who requested for their child’s class teacher to give them a call. These 
calls will begin this week. Just a reminder that the calls are not for staff to speak with children – this is a 
grownup’s chat. 
 
The weather gods seem to have been smiling down on us during the crisis so far and the week ahead 
looks good too. I hope you have a lovely week and that you are able to enjoy time as a family. Best 
wishes and as always, stay safe. 
        
 

Yours faithfully, 

C. McClay 

 

Mr. C. McClay 

Principal 
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