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Review of The Week

Nursery

Reception

Early Years

Children in Nursery have continued this week with quite a buzz following book week. They 
are still talking about and asking for new books to be read and they love discussing the 
pictures in them. From photos taken of each child in their book day costumes, little mini 
characters have been made and the children have enjoyed using these in their small world 
play, pretending they are going on an adventure.

This week in Reception children have been writing about the characters they dressed up 
as last week for World Book day.  We were really impressed with how well they have used 
their phonic knowledge to sound out and spell words. 

Children have been enjoying the slightly warmer weather outside and the water tray has 
become very popular, with children exploring water ways, filling containers and squirting 
with syringes.

Some children have been practising different rolls on the mats and making up their own 
gymnastics shows.

Other children have been setting up games in the garden, deciding on rules.  For example, 
games where balls or hoops are rolled and aimed at a target to score points.

This week we discovered the winners of the Friars 500 words competition that was part of 
our book week last week. It was a very difficult decision to make and some of the stories 
genuinely had us quivering with fear or laughing out-loud. Well done to everybody that 
entered. Huge congratulations to Finley in Year 6 who will become principal for the day 
and Alabama-Ray in Year 1 who will be our vice principal. The standard of stories was so 
high that we also decided to create two other posts so congratulations also go to Ellie-Mae 
in Year 4 and Grace in Year 6 who will be a part of the senior leadership team for our 
special day. The stories will be published around school and on future newsletters for you 
to read later. 

We were very sorry to have to postpone several events this week in light of the 
Coronavirus pandemic. We will aim to reschedule these as soon as possible. Please see 
more information at the foot of this newsletter regarding the recent letter sent to parents 
and carers. 
Have a good weekend!

Dates for the diary

MARCH

Monday 16th & Tuesday 17th
Mothers Day Sale
Monday 16th 

Portico Dodgeball Festival
Nursery Stay & Play - POSTPONED

Wednesday 18th
Mother’s Day Sale

Open afternoon Owls -
POSTPONED

Thursday 19th 
Coffee morning - all welcome

Infant Music Festival
Mothers Day Sale

Open afternoon Robins -
POSTPONED
Friday 20th 

Mothers Day Sale
Monday 23rd - Friday 27th

Year 6 practise test week
Tuesday 24th

Boys’ football vs. Sacred Heart
Cook 4 Life workshop
Wednesday 25th

Parent & Carers evening 3.30-
7.30pm - POSTPONED

Thursday 26th 
Coffee morning - All welcome 
Parent and Carers evening
3.30-5.30pm - POSTPONED

APRIL

Wednesday 1st
Year 3 Dogs Trust Lessons

Easter discos - POSTPONED
Thursday 2nd

Class photos
Coffee Morning - all welcome

Friday 3rd 
Last day of term

Monday 6th - Friday 17th
Easter Holidays
Monday 20th

Children return to school
Wednesday 22nd 

Year 4 Dogs Trust lessons
Year 5 Walk It workshop

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Key Stage 1

The children in Year 1 have written wonderful stories this week, using the plans that they 
created during Book Week. We are really pleased with their effort and how well they have 
done. In maths we have focussed on halving shapes and quantities. Our foundation work 
has focussed on colour mixing, using primary colours – red, blue and yellow. We then 
worked to make new colours as well as making the colours lighter and darker without using 
black or white. 



Year 4

Year 4 have had a tough week full of tests but their attitudes have been fantastic and they 
have done their teachers proud! In the afternoons, Year 4 explored ‘States of Matter’ with a 
focus on gases. They took part in a range of activities, that demonstrated, that despite 
being invisible, gas is definitely present, and it is matter! This saw the children exploring 
how gas takes up spaces in between solids and we looked at bubbles with sponges and 
marbles underwater. We then investigated whether air actually has weight using balloons 
and even discussed evaporation as the water dried up from the floor. We also looked at 
how air is contained within a bottle with the lid on and how smells are carried on the air, 
which is a gas! 

Year 5

Sports

This week has been test week for Year 5. All of the children have worked extremely hard 
and persevered despite finding some questions a little tough. 5B have had their outdoor 
learning week and it will be 5VW’s turn next week. We have learnt how to start fires safely 
and how to keep them going in order to cook food. Everyone has had a most enjoyable 
time.

In Science this week, Year 3 have been exploring sun safety and have created some 
informative, fact-filled leaflets to demonstrate how to stay safe in the sun. During our 
English lessons, we have been exploring the true story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and re-
writing this in our own words with a focus on developing our vocabulary. 

Key Stage 2

Year 3

In Year 2 this week, we have been reading various scales in maths, both where the numbers 
are given and when they are not seen. In English, we have continued with our stimulus of 
the Titanic and have been writing diary entries as though we were actually there. The 
children have really enjoyed this and produced some fantastic writing. We have finished 
making, decorating and evaluating our car designs. We then thought about what went well 
and what could have gone better if we did it again. 

Please continue to read with your children daily as this is an extremely important skill and 
don’t forget to ask them lots of questions about what they have read. Thank you for your 
continued support with reading and homework.

This week the Friars boys and girls football teams travelled to Hamstel to play a league 
fixture after school. Both teams played hard and deserved a big well done for such strong 
performances. 
Next week our Year 6 dodgeball team are going to compete at the portico Dodgeball 
competition at Hamstel school.

With the netball and football leagues coming to a close soon there will be fixtures coming 
thick and fast! 

Year 6

In maths, the children have been calculating the volume of 3D shapes and the area of 2D 
shapes including triangles and trapeziums. Although a little late, the children watched a 
demonstration of how pancakes are made, they took notes and they were required to write 
a set of instructions detailing how to make pancakes and the equipment and ingredients 
that were needed. Please ensure that all children have a full P.E. kit for Fridays.

Year 2

Attendance
Overall attendance 95.9%
KS1 – 2SD - 98.3%
KS2 – 3PL – 99.3%

House points

KS2 – Stirling
KS1 – Caernarfon

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

IMPORTANT
Please make sure you read the letter regarding the postponement of 
several school events in light of the Coronavirus pandemic. The letter 
has been sent home with the children and can also be found on School 
Ping 

Dinner Menu – Week two

Monday – Chicken and Broccoli 
pasta

Cheese and potato pie
Jacket potato with cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Pea and seasonal salad selection

Jam sponge and custard

Tuesday - Homemade mild beef 
chilli and rice

Vegetable savoury rice
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Sweetcorn and seasonal salad 

selection
Date and chocolate slice

Wednesday - Roast turkey, 
Yorkshire pudding and crispy roast 

potatoes
Quorn sausages

Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 
beans or tuna mayonnaise

Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 
selection

Cheese, crackers and grapes

Thursday - Homemade pork 
sausage and bean casserole and 

creamy mash
Veggie roll

Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 
beans or tuna mayonnaise

Carrots and seasonal salad selection
Ice cream tub

Friday - Beef burger in a bun and 
chips

Cheese and tomato pizza
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Baked beans and seasonal salad 

selection
Ring doughnut

Available daily

Cold packed lunch
Cool milk

Chilled water
Wholemeal and white bread

Fresh fruit and yoghurt


