
Friars Weekly News
Friday 18th September 2020

This week has been very exciting for Friars as it saw the installation of our new outdoor 

learning classroom. This will provide a base for Mr Brady to lead his fantastic outdoor 

learning sessions that start next week with Year 4. A big thank you to Harveys Garden 

Buildings for all of their help and support, we hope you agree that this will prove to be a 

great asset to our school. Here are some before, during and after pictures of the 

installation. Have a great weekend! Mr McClay Mr Roche

Attendance

KS1 – Robins - 98.6%
KS2 – 3T – 99.7%

Before…our temporary gazebo looks a bit sorry for itself! The work begins…

Really taking shape now! Enough room to fit a whole class inside.

The finished 

article…. Add 

some new 

benches and the 

garden is ready 

for some more 

exciting learning 

to take place!



Review of The Week

Early Years

Dates for the diary

OCTOBER
Monday 12th

Individual and sibling photos

Monday 26th - Friday 30th 
HALF TERM

NOVEMBER
Monday 2nd 

INSET Day

DECEMBER
Friday 18th

INSET Day

Monday 21st - Monday 4th January
Christmas break

FEBRUARY
Friday 12th
INSET Day

Monday 15th - Friday 19th
Half term

MARCH
Monday 29th - Friday 9th April

Easter break

MAY
Monday 3rd & 31st

Bank Holiday
Friday 28th 
INSET Day

JUNE
Tuesday 1st - Friday 4th 

Half term

JULY
Thursday 22nd - Tuesday 31st August 

Summer break

Covid & Safety Updates

Our morning drop off and collection systems are currently working well. Thank you for your part 
in making our return to school a success. 

To help keep our school community as safe as possible at collection time, please continue to 
follow our social distancing rules; 

1. Maintain a two-metre distance where possible and if you cannot keep a two-metre
distance, reduce the risk to yourself and others by maintaining at least a one-metre
distance. 

2. NO bikes or scooters to be brought onto site.

3. Only one person to enter the site.

4. Arrive at your allocated pick up time – 3:15-3:30pm for Reception, 3:00pm for KS1 
and 3:15pm for KS2.

5. Enter through your allocated gate only.

6. Please do not pass people who are queuing on the pathways unless it is absolutely 
necessary. Use another route if you can.  

7. Collect swiftly and leave the site as soon as you have collected your child – please do 
not congregate in or around the school site. 

8. Messages should not be passed on at the school gates. Please use year group emails, 
the office email or call the school office on 01702 294837 if you need to contact us. 

9. Only essential visits should be made to the school office. Please wear a face covering 
if you do need to enter the school. 

10. When crossing the road, please use the zebra crossing or the underpass where 
possible. 

11. When waiting, please keep to your family groups and try to avoid mixing children from 
different bubbles. This includes supervising your children to ensure they do not go on 
the grass or play areas.    

Attendance

KS1 – Robins - 98.6%
KS2 – 3T – 99.7%

Year Group Emails 
Please contact your child’s teacher 

using the following email 
addresses;  

nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk
reception@friars.southend.sch.uk
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk

year2@friars.southend.sch.uk
year3@friars.southend.sch.uk

year4@friars.southend.sch.uk
year5@friars.southend.sch.uk
year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

Nursery

What an amazing group of children we have in Nursery this year. Those who are returning have 
done so with ease and confidence and have welcomed our new children with open arms. This 
week the majority of children have attended the sessions on their own, bravely saying goodbye to 
their parent at the nursery door. Each day they have been busy exploring the new toys and 
beginning to interact with each other. I feel like it is going to be a great academic year. 



Year 4

In English this week we have been thinking about the feelings and emotions of characters in a 
story. We used a book called ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’ to think about why each colour crayon 
might feel upset, and concluded that all of the crayons are special in their own way. For maths, we 
have been learning to round numbers to the nearest 10, remembering that numbers 4, 3, 2, 1 and 
0 round down and 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 round up. In Science, we have been looking at the different 
parts of our digestive system and learning what each body part does to our food. Yuck!

Year 5

This week, Year 5 have learnt about Howard Carter and how he discovered the tomb of 
Tutankhamun in 1922. The children used this historical information to write diary entries from the 
perspective of Carter. In maths, the children have been learning how to multiply and divide by 10, 
100 and 1000. They have applied this knowledge to a range of problem types. In geography, we 
learnt about the River Nile and its journey from Ethiopia to Egypt. We also continued our French 
learning of leisure activities. 

Continuing with our work on ‘The Iron Man’, this week the children have written descriptions of 

both the character and setting. They have enjoyed adding lots of detail to their descriptions 

including some brilliant similes. In history, the children have explored timelines, and then looked at 

a range of Stone Age artefacts. It was interesting for the children to see the artefacts and then 

discuss what they thought it was and how it may have been used. In maths, the children have 

been learning their three times table and they will continue learning these over the next few 

weeks.

Key Stage 2

Year 3

This week in English Year 2 have been rewriting the story of The Gingerbread Man and we have 
focused on writing in full sentences and using amazing vocabulary. During maths we have 
investigated number by counting in twos and finding out whether a number is odd or even. The 
children enjoyed making their very own gingerbread man by using various coloured card and 
paper. Please try and read with your child as often as possible and practise their spellings with 
them in preparation for their spelling test on Fridays. 

Dinner Menu – Week one

Monday – Chicken and broccoli pasta
Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 

tuna mayonnaise
Cheese and potato pie

peas and seasonal salad selection
Ham or ham sandwich or sausage roll

Jam sponge and custard

Tuesday - Homemade mild beef chilli and 
rice

Jacket potato with Cheese, baked beans or 
tuna mayonnaise

Vegetable savoury rice
Sweetcorn and seasonal salad selection
Cheese or chicken sandwich or sausage 

roll
Date and chocolate slice

Wednesday - Roast turkey, Yorkshire 
pudding and crispy roast potatoes,

Jacket potato with Cheese, baked beans or 
tuna mayonnaise
Quorn sausages

Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 
selection

Tuna or ham sandwiches or sausage roll
Cheese crackers and grapes

Thursday - Homemade pork sausage & 
bean casserole with creamy mash

Jacket potato with Cheese, baked beans or 
tuna mayonnaise

Veggie roll
Carrots and seasonal salad selection

Cheese or chicken sandwich or sausage 
roll

Ice cream tub

Friday -Beef burger in a bun and chips
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked beans or 

tuna mayonnaise
Cheese and tomato pizza

Baked beans and seasonal salad selection
Tuna or ham sandwich or sausage roll

Yoghurt and biscuit

Year 6

In Year 6 this week, the children have started a short geography project. As part of revising the 

countries that are on the continent of Europe, the children are researching and learning about two 

European countries. The first is a country they may have visited or know some facts about; the 

second is a country they may never have heard of before. They are researching areas such as the 

capital city, man-made and natural landmarks and currency. 

Please be aware that children in Year 6 bring weekly spellings home to learn on a Monday and 

multiplication tables to learn on a Friday for tests the following week.

Year 2

Attendance cup winners
KS1 –1BF with 96.6% 
KS2 – 5S with 97.3%

House points winners
KS2 – Carnarvon (yellow)
KS1 – Windsor (red) 

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Monday Year 2

Tuesday Year 4

Wednesday Year 1 & Year 3

Thursday Year 5

Friday Year 6

What a fabulous week it has been in Year 1! The children have been enjoying learning about 
themselves, naming parts of their face and looking at some portrait paintings. We have seen how 
people change as they grow from babies to adults, exploring what the children can do now that 
they could not do when they were a baby. We have been writing lists as part of our English work 
this week and it's been lovely to see some of the children making lists in their self-chosen learning 
activities. Our maths work has focused on numbers, counting and investigating different eye 
colours in class.

Year 1

Key Stage 1

Reception

What a week! Our new Reception children have had an amazing first week with us. It has been 
great to see them coming in so confidently, making new friends and having a wonderful time 
playing inside and out. Thank you to our brilliant parents and carers who have helped us to make 
coming and going as easy as possible. Please remember we can only allow one adult per child on 
site at the moment. Next week will be our first full time week. Please remember our starting 
window is 9:00-9:15am and our home time window is 3:15-3:30pm. See you all then!

PE Days


