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Review of The Week

Early Years

It has been another very busy week here at Friars! 

Last Thursday we had our census day and we asked parents and carers of children in Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 2 to encourage their children to try our school meals. It was great to see so many new children sampling 

Mrs Stephens and her team’s excellent meals. Thank you for your support. 

Parent’s telephone learning conversations will start next week on Wednesday 14th and again on Wednesday 21st

October. Please check SchoolPing to book a convenient time to talk to the teacher on one of these days. Our 

teachers are looking forward to chatting to you about your child’s first half term in their new year group.  

You may have seen on the BBC news that Wisepay were experiencing problems with their system this week. 

Wisepay have now informed us that these issues have been resolved and your details are safe. Wisepay have 

asked all customers to reset their passwords as an additional safety measure. As a reminder meals for 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 must be ordered using Wisepay from Monday. Please refer to the 

Wisepay letter that was sent last week if you have not yet looked at Wisepay. There is both the website and an 

app that can be used.

On Monday, there will be individual photographs taken by Tempest. As previously mentioned, we are unable to 

do the sibling photographs this year because of the school’s bubbles. Year 2 children should wear their uniforms 

to school and bring their PE kits to change into on Monday. Class 5S might want to bring some hair accessories 

to tidy any hair after swimming. 

Finally, we have some good news to share as Miss Lowry, has now become Mrs Nixon after celebrating her 

wedding on Friday last week. Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Nixon and our best wishes for a long, healthy and 

happy future together.  

Have a great weekend

Dates for the diary

OCTOBER
Monday 12th

Individual and sibling photos
EYFS & KS1 to order lunches on Wisepay

Wednesday 14th & 21st

Parent telephone consultations

Monday 26th - Friday 30th 
HALF TERM

NOVEMBER
Monday 2nd 

INSET Day
Tuesday 3rd

KS2 to order lunches on Wisepay

NOVEMBER
Monday 2nd 

INSET Day

DECEMBER
Friday 18th

INSET Day

Monday 21st - Monday 4th January
Christmas break

FEBRUARY
Friday 12th
INSET Day

Monday 15th - Friday 19th
Half term

MARCH
Monday 29th - Friday 9th April

Easter break

MAY
Monday 3rd & 31st

Bank Holiday
Friday 28th 
INSET Day

JUNE
Tuesday 1st - Friday 4th 

Half term

JULY
Thursday 22nd - Tuesday 31st August 

Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Covid & Safety updates

With the increase in COVID cases across the local area, many Southend schools are asking parents and carers

to wear face coverings around and in their school grounds. We now feel that the time is right to appeal to you 

to do the same. We want to keep our school community safe; all of our lovely children, staff, parents and 

visitors. We would appreciate it if from Monday 12th October; all adults wear a face covering at the 

start and end of the school day where possible. This includes when queueing at the external gates on a 

morning or whenever you are on the school site during the day or at home time. It is obviously still essential 

that everyone adheres to social distancing around and in the school grounds and there must not be any 

congregating. Wearing face coverings will help to increase safety further.

Thank you in advance for your support in this matter. Hopefully you will agree that it is a very small 

inconvenience for a much greater good. We really want to avoid children being absent from school and any 

form of closure.

As a reminder, if anyone in your household ever shows symptoms of the virus, the whole household must self-

isolate for 14 days and the affected person should take a COVID test. The whole household must continue to 

self-isolate until a negative test is returned or the 14 day period has finished. It is vital that this happens and 

that we keep each other safe. 

If children are self-isolating at home, online learning will be provided by the school using our online platform 

SEESAW. If you need help accessing the system, please email your child’s teacher using the year group email. 

Attendance

KS1 – Robins - 98.6%
KS2 – 3T – 99.7%

Year Group Emails 
Please contact your child’s teacher 

using the following email 
addresses;  

nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk
reception@friars.southend.sch.uk
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk

year2@friars.southend.sch.uk
year3@friars.southend.sch.uk

year4@friars.southend.sch.uk
year5@friars.southend.sch.uk
year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

Nursery

Nursery children have enjoyed learning a new poem this week called ‘Chop, Chop’. They have safely experienced 

chopping fruit and vegetables using their own knives. Some children have created pictures by printing with the 

fruit as well. It’s been a fruitastic week! 

Reception

We have had a busy week in Reception. The children have been really excited about making masks. They have 

been using colouring and cutting skills and pretending to have special powers. We have been using our special 

powers to learn how to tidy up the classroom and garden at the end of the day and trying to remember our 

classroom rules.

Online Safeguarding 
We have had some concerns raised by parents 

this week around WhatsApp and Roblox. Please 
be vigilant around your children’s use of these 

apps and check your parental controls. 
Thank you. 



Year 4

What a busy week we’ve had in Year 4! In English we have been writing a newspaper report about a giraffe called 

Gerald that can’t dance! We had fun thinking about interviewing the animals of the jungle and what their opinions 

of Gerald’s dancing might be. In the afternoons, we have been learning about the structure of our teeth in 

science, creating our own versions of the Bayeux Tapestry in art and using compass points to navigate a grid in 

geography. Great work Year 4! 

Year 5
This week in Year 5, we have been looking at metric units of measure and how we apply our previously learnt 

skills of multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 to convert between measures. In English, we have 

continued our learning about the Ancient Egyptian era by researching their way of life and writing a non-

chronological report. We also learnt about the inventor of the 'Post-it Note' in science and how his accidental 

discovery led to one of the most used stationery items around the world.

This week in science, Year 3 have completed their work on magnets and have discovered that magnets are used 

in some very unusual things. Did you know magnets are used in some rollercoasters and some trains?! In history 

this week, we have learnt about Skara Brae and explored what a Neolithic stone age village was like, making 

comparisons to our own homes. Keeping with our stone age theme, we have been making cave paintings in art, 

using charcoal for our drawings. Please can we kindly remind parents that we are a healthy school and lunch 

boxes should not contain sweets of any kind. 

Key Stage 2

Year 3

This week Year 2 have been doing different things in English. 2B have written recounts on their adventures in 

outdoor learning and 2S have been writing a set of instructions on how to make a jam sandwich. In maths, we 

have been learning to use a number line to add tens to any given number. Whilst 2B have been getting muddy 

outdoors in the environmental garden, 2S have continued to learn about what materials are transparent, opaque 

and translucent. 2S have their outdoor learning next so could you please make sure the children have warm coats 

and appropriate footwear from Tuesday through to Friday. Normal PE clothes will need to be brought into school 

on Monday, as we have our individual photographs. 

Dinner Menu – Week one

Monday – Homemade Spaghetti 
bolognese and a bread roll

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Cauliflower and broccoli pasta bake
Peas and seasonal salad selection

Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage roll
Fruit crumble and custard

Tuesday - Sweet and sour chicken and 
rice

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Cheese and tomato omelette
Green beans and seasonal salad selection
Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage roll

Fruit trifle

Wednesday - Roast pork, apple sauce 
and crispy roast potatoes

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Vegetable ravioli
Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 

selection
Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage roll

Ice cream tub

Thursday - Homemade hame, cheese and 
tomato quiche and new potatoes

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Cheese pasty
Sweetcorn and season salad selection

Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage roll
Marble sponge and custard

Friday - Cod fish fingers and chips
Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 

tuna
Veggie fingers

Baked beans and seasonal salad selection
Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage roll

Yoghurt and biscuit

Year 6
Air resistance was the main focus in science for the Year 6 children this week; what it is, how it works and its 

impact on movement. Air resistance is part of the topic of forces. So far, the children have learnt about Isaac 

Newton, talked a lot about gravity and its important role on our planet. 

Last Friday the weather was terrible. Because the children are coming to school in their PE kit, there were a few 

children who had very wet feet. Should this happen again, it might be a good idea to send children into school 

with spare socks and plimsolls. 

Year 2

Attendance cup winners
KS1 –1BF with 99.3% 
KS2 – 6D with 97.2%
Whole School attendance  - 96% 

House points winners
KS1 – Carnarvon
KS1 – Windsor, Stirling and Carnarvon

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Monday Year 2

Tuesday Year 4

Wednesday Year 1 & Year 3

Thursday Year 5

Friday Year 6

This week, Year 1 have orally created a story using an image from the book 'How to Find Gold‘. They have 

thoroughly enjoyed adding actions and sound effects to it as it was read to them. The vocabulary used by the 

children has been fantastic and their imaginations have run wild. They have also enjoyed using another image 

from the book to describe the features of the sea monster and as a class, we produced a sea monster based 

upon the children’s ideas. In maths, the children have continued to learn the 'part, part, whole' method to make 

a range of numbers and they have been working hard to name the days of the week and the months of the year 

in order. This week your child has come home with their new Seesaw login details. Please check Seesaw regularly 

as we will be providing activities for the children to complete. Finally, your child also came home with a data 

collection sheet asking about the technology you have at home. Please ensure that you complete this form and 

hand it back as soon as possible. 

Year 1

Key Stage 1

PE Days

PE

Thank you to the parents that have contributed towards the costs of the Year 5 swimming sessions to Hamstel. 
They have been a success this week and the children have enjoyed the opportunity to have a full hour in the pool. 
We rely heavily on your generous contributions, so if you are able, please continue to contribute towards the 
swimming sessions where you can. 

Please remove all earrings and jewellery for your child if they cannot do it themselves on their PE or swimming 
day. Unfortunately, for safety reasons, staff are unable to do this for the children and they can no longer be 
covered by tape as they had in the past. 

Please make sure that the correct PE kit is worn into school and that any tracksuits etc. are of a plain colour and 
pattern. In case of wet weather, please make sure your child has a waterproof coat or jacket in school for their P.E 
day. 

It has been rather soggy in the garden this week. The children have been learning how to take off their shoes 

and peg them together and to put on a pair of wellies… and then to do it all in reverse when they want to 

change back. You would be surprised at how long this takes!

Please could parents put names in their children's shoes. Thankyou! 


