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Review of The Week

Early Years

It has been another great week at Friars and the children never cease to amaze us with 

how well they have settled back into school life. Although many things are slightly 

different, they have taken every little change in their strides and they are all handling 

the new school routines brilliantly. 

On Thursday next week, 1st October, our school will be carrying out our termly census. 

By supporting our school meals prepared by Mrs Stephens and her fantastic team, it 

can greatly increase the school meals funding received each year. Please encourage 

your children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to try one of our special hot, vegetarian 

or cold school meals. Please see our letter sent out on Thursday for more details.

We hope to have our Wisepay online payment system very soon. We are just ironing 

out some final technical issues to ensure a smooth introduction when we are in a 

position to launch. As we mentioned previously, it is very important that we have up to 

date email addresses on file. If you have changed your email address recently please 

email the office on office@friars.southend.sch.uk

After the unveiling of our wonderful new outdoor learning classroom last week, we 

seemed to have been invaded by a high number of gnats this week, obviously keen to 

get a glimpse of our new and improved outdoor area. Seeing as we want to get the 

children outside as much as we can, if possible, please spray your child with an insect 

repellent before bringing them into school to avoid any unnecessary bites. 

This week we also held our first whole school celebration assembly through Zoom. It 

was great to be able to share all of our certificate winners this week and see everybody 

waving back at us! 

Have a great weekend

Dates for the diary

OCTOBER
Monday 12th

Individual photos

Monday 26th - Friday 30th 
HALF TERM

NOVEMBER
Monday 2nd 

INSET Day

DECEMBER
Friday 18th

INSET Day

Monday 21st - Monday 4th January
Christmas break

FEBRUARY
Friday 12th
INSET Day

Monday 15th - Friday 19th
Half term

MARCH
Monday 29th - Friday 9th April

Easter break

MAY
Monday 3rd & 31st

Bank Holiday
Friday 28th 
INSET Day

JUNE
Tuesday 1st - Friday 4th 

Half term

JULY
Thursday 22nd - Tuesday 31st August 

Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Covid & Safety updates

Thank you to the vast majority of our parents and carers that have been following our 

entry, queueing and departure rules around the school. We appreciate your 

understanding and flexibility at these times.  

If you haven’t already seen our letter sent out on Wednesday regarding our end of 

day safety measures, please check SchoolPing or Facebook. 

As an additional reminder, please remember to observe the ‘rule of 6’ outside our 

school gates as well as on site and please only send 1 person to collect your child to 

keep numbers waiting at the classroom doors to a minimum. 

Attendance

KS1 – Robins - 98.6%
KS2 – 3T – 99.7%

Year Group Emails 
Please contact your child’s teacher 

using the following email 
addresses;  

nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk
reception@friars.southend.sch.uk
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk

year2@friars.southend.sch.uk
year3@friars.southend.sch.uk

year4@friars.southend.sch.uk
year5@friars.southend.sch.uk
year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

Nursery

The Nursery children have started their full sessions this week and are coping really well with 
them, although we are seeing a few more yawns at the end of each session! The children have 
continued to explore the nursery environment and are becoming more independent at choosing 
what they want to do and how they go about doing it. 

Photos
Unfortunately due to current restrictions we 
are unable to  facilitate sibling photographs 
this term. These will now just be individual 
photographs on October 12th. 

mailto:office@friars.southend.sch.uk


Year 4

In English this week we have been learning about the key features of a newspaper and the 
difference between fact and opinion. For example, a fact could be that ‘Friars School has a purple 
uniform’ and an opinion might be ‘Friars is the best school ever!’ In Maths we have been focusing 
on column addition and subtraction, taking extra care when carrying over our tens. In the 
afternoons, 4B have been in the environmental garden for their outdoor learning week. They have 
enjoyed looking carefully at the different plants they could find and created detailed observational 
drawings of them. 4S are looking forward to their outdoor learning next week – Don’t forget to 
wear your older trousers and shoes. 

Year 5

This week, Year 5 have applied their learning about the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb to 
newspaper report writing. We looked at the differences between direct and indirect speech so that 
we could include relevant eyewitness statements. In maths, we have been learning about decimals 
and decimal fractions. Everyone has persevered really well with this topic. During our geography 
work, we looked at the journey of a river through the 3 different courses. Another great week in 
Year 5!

This week Year 3 have produced some fantastic art work based on ‘The Iron Man’. We used 

watercolour washes to create effective backgrounds and silhouettes from scenes in the story. 

During our history lesson, we looked at life in the Stone Age and how it differed to our lives today, 

we were particularly interested in the different ways they made fire. Our English work this week 

has focused on planning our own story based on the original ‘ Iron Man’ story. We have looked at 

how to make our writing more exciting for the reader.  

Key Stage 2

Year 3

During the week we have been creating alternative versions of the Gingerbread Man story. We 
have had aliens, robots and even dinosaurs feature in our exciting new stories. In science, we have 
been investigating materials that are attracted to a magnet. We went outside to explore the 
materials in our playground and made lots of interesting discoveries. We have continued learning 
about maps in geography and have also learnt about compass points. Thank you for supporting 
your children to learn their spellings last week. We had lots of children achieving full marks on 
Friday! Please read with your child regularly to ensure they are practising the phonics skills learnt 
in school.

Dinner Menu – Week one

Monday – Homemade Spaghetti 
bolognese and a bread roll

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Cauliflower and broccoli pasta bake
Peas and seasonal salad selection

Cheese or chicken sandwich or sausage 
roll

Fruit crumble and custard

Tuesday - Sweet and sour chicken and 
rice

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Cheese and tomato omelette
Green beans and seasonal salad selection
Tuna or ham sandwiches or sausage roll

Fruit trifle

Wednesday - Roast pork, apple sauce 
and crispy roast potatoes

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Vegetable ravioli
Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 

selection
Cheese or chicken sandwich or sausage 

roll
Ice cream tub

Thursday - Homemade hame, cheese and 
tomato quiche and new potatoes

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Cheese pasty
Sweetcorn and season salad selection
Tuna or ham sandwich or sausage roll

Marble sponge and custard

Friday - Cod fish fingers and chips
Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 

tuna
Veggie fingers

Baked beans and seasonal salad selection
Cheese or chicken sandwich or sausage 

roll
Yoghurt and biscuit

Year 6

The children are continuing to learn about the Victorian era this week. Whilst writing a non-

chronological report, the children have researched facts about law and order, crime and 

punishment and Queen Victoria, her husband and family. They also investigated the differences 

between wealthy and poor families and how they lived, worked, were educated, ate, drank and 

spent their free time. In maths, the children have been learning and embedding skills of multiplying 

and dividing numbers by 10, 100 and 1000.

Year 2

Attendance cup winners
KS1 – 1GC with 98.5% 
KS2 – 4B with 99%

House points winners
KS1 – Carnarvon (yellow)
KS2 – Sterling (blue) 

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Monday Year 2

Tuesday Year 4

Wednesday Year 1 & Year 3

Thursday Year 5

Friday Year 6

This week Year 1 have enjoyed continuing the story of ‘So Much’ and using it to inspire their 
learning. At the start of the week the children labelled body parts for one of the characters from 
the story and then some of the children had a try at writing their own labels for their own body 
parts. We extended their learning and introduced the names for some of the more specific body 
parts such as temples, wrists, biceps and thighs. Towards the end of the week, the children 
revisited the artist Picasso and explored his different styles of art. They commented on the 
similarities and differences between his portrait art and his abstract work. The children then had 
great fun using some large, bright 2D shapes to create their own abstract art.

Year 1

Key Stage 1

Reception

This week in Reception the children have been “Superstars” as they have been getting used to 
being at school all day. We are so proud of how the children have been coming into school in the 
morning and learning to put their own things away. We have been having our lunch in the hall 
and learning the new routines. Please remember to talk about the menu with your child at home 
so that they have an idea of what they will want to eat that day. It has been a lovely sunny week 
and we have had lots of fun in the garden and exploring inside activities. Please remember to 
name everything that belongs to your child. Thank you for all of your support.

PE Days


