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Review of The Week
Early Years

Health and Safety

We are getting an increasing number of parents and carers stopping to give messages at the school 
gates at the beginning and end of day. While we find it just as frustrating that we have to limit 
talking to you in person, please may we remind everyone that messages should be sent via email or 
over the phone where possible. Classroom related issues should be directed to teachers, using the 
year group emails and all general enquiries should be sent to the office. 

The guidance around face coverings has not changed and these must continue to be worn on and 
around the school site, unless you are medically exempt. 

Extended Schools Provision 

We are pleased to announce that our extended schools provision will restart on Monday 17th May. 
The provision will run from Monday to Friday until 5:30pm and costs just £8 for the whole session. 
Parents and carers who have already expressed an interest should have received a detailed letter 
sent home with the children yesterday. If you have not received this letter, or would like to take 
advantage of this great offer, please contact the school office. 

Extra-Curricular Clubs

It has been great to see our extra-curricular clubs being offered again. We are currently running
these in class bubbles with sewing for Year 4, Art and DT for Year 5, 11+ revision, multi sports for 
Years 5 and 6, sign language for Year 3 and games club for Year 2 due to start shortly. We also have 
'Karate Pete' offering Karate Martial Fitness club in the mornings to Year 4 children. 

A huge thank you to our dedicated team for giving up their valuable time. 

Science Week

This week the teachers have been busy planning for our whole school science week that will take 
place during the week of 24th May. Each year group will be basing their investigations around a 
chosen scientific word for example, push, pull, friction etc. and completing lots of fun learning 
around their allocated word. We are looking forward to the children doing some great investigative 
work and sharing their ideas across the school during the week. 

Upcoming Events

We are starting to book events for the summer and we are pleased to share that we will be 
welcoming some visitors to our school... 

On 25th June – Year 3 will be invaded by Viking visitors, who will come in to teach their new recruits 
how to ‘go Viking!’ Reception and Year 1 will have some animal visitors to our school when they 
welcome the brilliant Gemma’s Farm to Friars on 16th June. 

Letters containing full details about these events and upcoming visits or visitors for the other year 
groups will follow shortly as we look to see what is possible under the current level of restrictions. 

Just a reminder that Friday 28th May is a non-pupil day before the half term holiday. 

Sports Days

Please pencil in the following dates and times for our end of year Sports Days:

Monday 5th July: 9:15am-10:15am Y1 / 10:45am-11:45am Y2

Tuesday 6th July: 9:15am-10:15am Y3 / 10:45am-11:45am Y4

Thursday 8th July: 9:15am-10:15am Y5 / 10:45am-11:45am Y6

We really hope to have parents and carers with us for the Sports Days. 

Have a great weekend!

Dates for the diary

MAY
Friday 28th
INSET Day

MAY/JUNE
Monday 31st-Friday 4th

Half term

Monday 7th
First day back

Tuesday 15th

PTA Fathers Day Sale

Friday 25th

Year 3 Viking Day

JULY
Monday 5th

Y1 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am
Y2 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am

Tuesday 6th
Y3 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am

Y4 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am

Thursday 8th
Y5 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am

Y6 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am

Tuesday 13th – 6pm-8pm
Online Safety Parent Workshop

Thursday 22nd -Tuesday 31st August 
Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Nursery

Nursery children have been practising their fine motor skills with activities such as threading, using tongs 

and tweezers to transfer smaller objects from one pot to another, as well as using scissors to cut along a 

straight and curved line. During our group sessions this week we have been reinforcing 2D shape names 

and some children have even been telling us the properties of these shapes. We have looked at the shapes 

we can see in our garden, perhaps as you walk around your house you could find some familiar shapes as 

well. 

House points winners
KS1 – Stirling (Blue)
KS2 – Stirling (Blue) 

Year Group Emails 
Please contact your child’s teacher using the 

following email addresses;  
nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk

reception@friars.southend.sch.uk
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk
year2@friars.southend.sch.uk

year3@friars.southend.sch.uk
year4@friars.southend.sch.uk
year5@friars.southend.sch.uk
year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

If you are emailing to advise about collection 
changes for your child,  it is very important that 

you also email the office as teachers may not 
see emails received during teaching time

office@friars.southend.sch.uk



Year 4

This week in English, we have been continuing our learning on explanation texts! We used our topic of 
World War II to create our own explanation texts on rationing and child evacuation. In Maths, we have 
been focusing our learning on addition and subtraction, as well as putting some of these skills into 
solving word problems. In the afternoons, we have been looking at dissolving substances in science, 
drawing portraits in art and thinking about how we can make sure we stay safe whilst using the 
internet in PSHE. A very busy week - full of fun learning!

Year 5
This week we have worked hard in maths, mastering word problems involving length, mass and 
capacity. In English, the focus has been on the playwright William Shakespeare and in particular, his 
play, Macbeth. The children have enjoyed this dark and devious tale and explored it with intense 
enthusiasm. Some of their witches descriptions may well give the teachers nightmares tonight, they are 
toe curling! In science, we have continued our work on plant reproduction and in RE we looked at how 
key life events are celebrated in Sikhism and Hinduism. History took the children back to Henry VIII and 
his six wives; exploring who they were and why he had so many. 

This week in Maths, we have been learning about fractions. We have been ordering, adding and 
subtracting non-unit and unit fractions. In History, we have been continuing our Viking topic. We have 
conducted our own research on Viking home life and presented our findings to the class. In Design 
Technology, we have started to design our Viking long ship models and discussed the design brief and 
specifications. In our Geography topic of Italy, we have been finding out about the human and physical 
features of this country. 

Key Stage 2

Year 3

In Year 2 this week, we have continued to investigate fractions of an amount and have used cubes and 

pictures to help us find thirds, quarters and halves of different amounts. In English, we have looked at 

various letter types, formal and informal. We then imagined we had gone on an expedition to 

Antarctica and wrote a letter home to explain what we had seen and done. We used some fantastic 

vocabulary in our writing! During our science lesson, we investigated food chains and sorted animals, 

deciding the sequence that different animals or plants are eaten. We were also introduced to the Royal 

Mail stamp competition by Miss Gibbons and we are all very excited to enter and to try to win some 

prizes.

Year 6

We would just like to say a huge thank you to Asda for their support of the school with new technology. 
This will play a major part in helping us provide our recovery plan following the lockdowns this year.  

Year 2

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Monday Year 2

Tuesday Year 4

Wednesday Year 1 & Year 3

Thursday Year 5

Friday Year 6

1GC have enjoyed their outdoor learning this week, even when the weather has been a bit 
challenging. In maths, we have been using number lines to count on, before writing our calculations. 
We have also counted in fives. The children were introduced to the book ‘The Princess and the Wizard’ 
by Julia Donaldson. They have enjoyed making predictions and learning about the characters. Our 
garden area is developing well, we now have flowers, tomatoes, strawberries and beans growing. If you 
have any spare seeds that you would like to donate, we would love to plant them!

Year 1

Key Stage 1

PE Days

Dinner Menu – Week Two

Monday - Cauliflower macaroni & 
cheese with homemade garlic 

bread
Tofu sweet & sour mixed 

vegetables with steamed rice
Jacket potato with baked beans or 

cheese
Green beans

Coconut & jam sponge with 
custard

Tuesday - Beef & Bean Chilli con 
carne served with baked potato

Vegan chilli con carne served with 
baked potato

Pasta with spinach & onion sauce
Sweetcorn

Berry crumble slice

Wednesday - Roast Pork with 
roast potatoes & gravy
Potato & leek frittata

Jacket potato with baked beans or 
cheese

Roasted butternut squash & kale
Orange & Poppy seed sponge

Thursday - Chicken & vegetable 
curry with steamed rice

Lentil & vegetable lasagne with 
garlic bread

Pasta with tomato & basil sauce
Carrots & cauliflower

Cherry cookie

Friday - Oven baked battered fish 
with baked chips

Roasted vegetable & chickpea 
wrap

Jacket potato with baked beans or 
cheese

Baked beans & green peas
Vanilla & sultana sponge with 

custard

Fresh Baked Bread available daily

We have been very busy in Reception again. We have been doing lots of measuring in maths and 
comparing lengths.  We have been using flowers in the mud kitchen to make perfume and potions!
The children enjoyed listening to the story of ‘Dear Zoo’ and we have written a class letter to the zoo 
keeper.  We are hoping that she might send us a pet!
Just a reminder – please remember to write in your child’s reading record each time you read at home 
with them.  Many Thanks!

Reception

Attendance
KS1 – 2B – 96.3%
KS2 – 6D – 97.3%
Whole School – 94.5% 

A Huge Thank You

This week in maths, the children have been using 4 quadrant co-ordinates, involving both negative and 
positive co-ordinates to draw and reflect shapes. It has been a little challenging but worth the effort. In 
English, the children wrote a formal letter to Southend Council asking them to ensure that measures 
were put in place to encourage residents of and visitors to Southend, to behave in a sensible and 
responsible manner when lockdown ends; this included using the features of formal letter writing such 
as no contractions and the use of standard English. In Religious Education, we have continued to study 
how different religions display their beliefs through art.


