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It has been a brilliant week at Friars and it has been lovely to see children thoroughly loving their 
learning whether it be inside their classrooms or outside enjoying the sunshine in our amazing grounds. 

The highlights of the week were definitely the visit of Gemma’s Farm to our Reception and Year 1 
children and the Year 6 Thriftwood visit. 

The younger children quite literally bounced out of school and their delighted faces, to share the news 
about all of the different animals they had seen and held, said it all! 

Despite an unexpected wet day, the Year 6 children thoroughly enjoyed their visit to Thriftwood 
Outdoor Activity Centre. It was brilliant to see the children (and even Mr McClay) trying new things and 
pushing themselves out of their comfort zones.

Next week…The Vikings are invading Year 3 for their fun filled activity day based around their project. 
We know the children (and teachers) are really looking forward to it. 

The weather looks as if it may have turned for the next few days but we hope you have a great weekend 
anyway! 

Health and Safety
Please can we ask you all to remind your children to cross the road using either the underpass or Ellen, 
our school crossing patrol. We have had several occasions this week where children have ran out of 
school and straight across the road opposite the shops. Luckily, on these occasions, there were no 
vehicles coming but we certainly do not want an accident to happen and would ask you to talk to your 
children about road safety.

With the gradual easing of restrictions, we have noticed a greater number of parents not wearing face 
masks, we fully appreciate how hot and uncomfortable they are, especially in the heat, but please 
continue to work with us to keep our school as safe as it possibly can be. Thank you  

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Review of The Week
Early Years

Nursery

This week in Nursery has been very hot! To provide plenty of shade the children have been busy 
making dens and tents. They have used material, pegs, crates, chairs and our ‘A’ frame to help them 
with this. During group time sessions, our older children continue to practise hearing the initial sounds 
in words with games like ‘Eye Spy’ and ‘What’s in the Box’. We have also introduced segmenting with 
them. This is where we break a word into single sounds, for example, p-e-g or d-o-g. They have really 
enjoyed doing this.

What a glorious week. This week the children were delighted to receive our brand new wooden blocks 
for the garden. They have been building cars, houses, slides, farms and all sorts of amazing 
constructions. Interestingly, the huge boxes they came in were perhaps even more popular and the 
children connected them to make a network of exciting tunnels to crawl through.  In maths, we have 
continued to explore making numbers- this week looking at teens numbers and how they are all made 
of 10 and another number (a friend). The Numberblocks have been great for helping us learn this!

Reception

House points winners
KS1 – Windsor (Red), Stormont 
(Green), Sterling (Blue)
KS2 – Carnarvon (Yellow)

Attendance
KS1 – 2B – 95.3%
KS2 – 6D – 98.6%
Whole School – 93.5% 

It was great to hear from the 
Local Authority this week that 
our attendance since returning 
from lockdown is above the 
average for all Southend 
schools. 
Well done Friars – a great all 
round effort!  

Following on from the ‘Hares about Town’ information on last week’s 
newsletter we have heard today that our leveret ‘Friars McFruitface’ has 
taken pride of place in The Royals Shopping Centre. He can be found in 
the main atrium of the centre and can be seen with other designs from 
local organisations and schools including the leveret from one of our 
Portico family, West Leigh Junior School. 

We hope you can take the time to visit the Hares about Town trail across 
Southend on Sea this summer. 

Dates for the diary

JUNE

Friday 25th

Year 3 Viking Day
Wednesday 30th

Year 4 – Friars Park

JULY

Monday 5th

Y1 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am
Y2 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am

Tuesday 6th
Y3 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am

Y4 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am
Wednesday 7th

Year 4 – East Beach
Thursday 8th

Y5 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am
Y6 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am

Tuesday 13th – 6pm-8pm
Online Safety Parent Workshop

Wednesday 14th

Year 5 – Thriftwood
Thursday 15th

Year 2 - Colchester Zoo

Thursday 22nd -Tuesday 31st 
August 

Summer break



What a fabulous week it has been with the weather! Year 2 looked very smart for their photos on 
Wednesday and listened very carefully, when they were given instructions about where they needed to 
stand or sit. During the mornings, we have completed a variety of assessments and the results show 
just how much we have been learning! The children should all be very proud of themselves. In the 
afternoons, we have looked at comparisons of the UK and Australia. The children have really enjoyed 
finding out lots of interesting facts about Australia. Did you know that Uluru in Central Australia is so 
big, that it takes 3 hours to walk around? 
We also made some Australian art, creating shadow pictures of trees, shrubs and animals put in front 
of a beautifully painted background. 

Next week is 2S’ outdoor learning, they will start from Tuesday and run until Friday. 2B will be the 
following week, starting on Tuesday 29th June.

Year 2

What a wonderful time the children had this week with Gemma's Farm. They really enjoyed seeing the 
animals and learning about them. In class, we have looked at habitats for different animals, classifying 
them according to their characteristics, as well as learning if they are carnivores, herbivores or 
omnivores. In maths, the children have applied their knowledge of number to solve a range of problems 
this week. Within our Power of Reading session, we have taught the children to use adverbs (e.g. 
happily, unfortunately) when starting their sentences.

Year 1

Key Stage 1

Year 4

This week has been very busy in Year 4! In English, we have been building our skills and confidence 
when using dictionaries and in maths we have been playing lots of different games to develop our 
understanding of matching fractions to decimal numbers. In the afternoons, 4B have been learning 
about where electricity comes from, the different biomes you can find throughout the world and even 
having a go at drawing their own mini biomes in bottles. Class 4S have been taking part in their 
outdoor learning week, where the children had lots of fun building fires and cooking their own yummy 
food!

Year 5

We have been super busy in Year 5 this week with English tests; the whole year group has shown great 
perseverance and endeavour to show us what they have learnt over the last year. In history this week, 
we became Tudor town criers and wrote our own announcements about impending executions. In 
science and PSHE, we have learnt about being safe in the sun and how to look after our teeth, planning 
an experiment to test the effects of sugary drinks on enamel. In Geography, we have carefully mapped 
out the local area around the school and in art, we have drafted a design of a model Tudor house we 
will be building across this half term. The adults have been very busy too planning our much anticipated 
visit to Thriftwood and everyone is getting very excited!

In Science this week, Year 3 have designed their own plants. We looked at a range of weird and 
wonderful plants to inspire our designs. We had great fun learning about the Viking alphabet in history. 
The children had to decode messages and their own names using the different runes. We have now 
discussed the end of the Vikings and the legacy they left behind. In English and maths this week, the 
children have worked extremely hard on their assessment tests. We would like to praise everybody for 
trying their best and we have seen some fantastic progress across the year group. We enjoyed 
reinforcing our spellings this week through the ‘Sir Linkalot’ programme, which the children absolutely 
love.  If you would like the password to log on at home please ask. Our PSHE work this week has focused 
on different families. We had some really interesting discussions about how all families are different, 
and the children listened respectfully to the views and circumstances of others.

Key Stage 2
Year 3

Year 6

Well, it started off looking grim - the rain was pouring but it eventually stopped during the morning. 
However, no amount of rain was going to stop Year 6 having the best day at Thriftwood Scout Centre, 
the first major outing in 18 months. The children took part in 5 different activities: cresta run, problem 
solving, archery, climbing and abseiling and the zip line. It was a fantastic day, not dampened at all by 
the weather. It gave the children opportunities to take part in activities that they never had before and 
some children tackled their own fears and achieved great feats of courage. Their behaviour was great 
and a superb day was had by all. 

Dinner Menu – Week two

Monday - Cauliflower macaroni & 
cheese with homemade garlic 

bread
Tofu sweet & sour mixed 

vegetables with steamed rice
Jacket potato with baked beans or 

cheese
Green beans

Coconut & jam sponge with 
custard

Tuesday - beef & Bean chilli con 
carne served with baked potato

Vegan chilli con carne served with 
baked potato

Pasta with spinach & onion sauce
Sweetcorn

Berry crumble slice

Wednesday - Roast Pork with 
roast potatoes & gravy
Potato & leek frittata

Jacket potato with baked beans or 
cheese

Roasted butternut squash & kale
Orange & poppy seed sponge

Thursday - Chicken & vegetable 
curry with steamed rice

Lentil & vegetable lasagne with 
garlic bread

Pasta with tomato & basil sauce
Carrots & cauliflower

Cherry cookie

Friday - Oven baked battered fish 
with baked chips

Roasted vegetable & chickpea 
wrap

Jacket potato with baked beans or 
cheese

Baked beans & green peas
Vanilla & sultana sponge with 

custard

Fresh Baked Bread available daily

Outdoor learning next week is 

2S

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Finally, of course we went to the farm and had a truly wonderful time holding rabbits, guinea pigs, 
chickens, brushing goats and ponies and even feeding a lamb. The children were truly in love with 
every animal they met. It was fantastic to see the awe and wonder on their faces!

Sad but happy news! 
At the end of the term we will be 
losing two members of staff that 
have offered a great deal to Friars 
over the last few years. It is with 
some sadness that we will be 
saying goodbye to Mr. Webster 
and Mrs. Rollingson who are both 
moving on to exciting new 
challenges. We would like to thank 
them for all of their hard work and 
to wish them both well for the 
future


