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Review of The Week

Early Years

Wow, another 'fun and learning' filled week at Friars and we can’t believe that the first half term is nearly 

completed. 

This week we had our first round of parent telephone conversations, these were a great success and the 

teachers really enjoyed speaking to you about your child’s progress during this first half term. The second 

evening will take place on Wednesday next week. 

As part of Black History Month, our children have been looking at artwork created by renowned black artists over 

the last week. They have produced some great work and have really enjoyed exploring the different art genres 

and hearing the stories around them. Take a look at our amazing pictures below. 

Thank you for your continued patience with the new Wisepay system. We are ready at our end and our office 

team are working hard with Wisepay to resolve their issues. Although it hasn’t been the easiest of introductions, 

we are sure that once implemented properly, this system will make lunch requests much smoother for parents 

and will free up a lot more teaching time for the children. Please see the letter about Wisepay that will have 

come home with children in Nursery, Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 this afternoon.

Our Harvest Festival is looking very different this year but next week the children will still be learning about this 

special time of the season and why it is important to so many people. Mrs James has worked very hard to 

ensure that our yearly donations to help our local community can still take place in a Covid-safe way. We are 

sending our contributions to the Shoebury food bank who will gratefully receive any non-perishable items for the 

many local families that access the centre each week. This year could be especially poignant to help those 

families affected by recent issues caused by lockdown, furlough or redundancy. Please send packets and tins 

into school with your child who will then place them in our quarantine box for the week. The year group with the 

most contributions this year will receive an extra playtime on Friday as thanks for their generosity!

Have a great weekend

Dates for the diary

OCTOBER
Wednesday 21st

Parent telephone conversations

Monday 26th - Friday 30th 
HALF TERM

NOVEMBER
Monday 2nd 

INSET Day
Friday 13th

Children in Need (more info to follow)
Monday 16th

Odd Socks Day (more info to follow)

DECEMBER
Friday 18th

INSET Day

Monday 21st - Monday 4th January
Christmas break

FEBRUARY
Friday 12th
INSET Day

Monday 15th - Friday 19th
Half term

MARCH
Monday 29th - Friday 9th April

Easter break

MAY
Monday 3rd & 31st

Bank Holiday
Friday 28th 
INSET Day

JUNE
Tuesday 1st - Friday 4th 

Half term

JULY
Thursday 22nd - Tuesday 31st August 

Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Covid & Safety updates

You may have seen within Southend Borough Council’s social media that they are now also promoting the 

wearing of face coverings at the school gates. Thank you for your continued cooperation with maintaining 

social distancing and for wearing masks around our school site. We have been very pleased with the response 

from parents to this change. 

Just a couple of other safety reminders; 

 Please remind your children to stay with you once collected and to walk around the site at all 

times. 

 Where possible, please use our school crossing patrol to help you to cross the road safely. 

 Finally, just a reminder that only 1 adult should come onto site to collect the children. This is to 

ease congestion when queuing and leaving through the gates. 

Attendance

KS1 – Robins - 98.6%
KS2 – 3T – 99.7%

Year Group Emails 
Please contact your child’s teacher 

using the following email 
addresses;  

nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk
reception@friars.southend.sch.uk
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk

year2@friars.southend.sch.uk
year3@friars.southend.sch.uk

year4@friars.southend.sch.uk
year5@friars.southend.sch.uk
year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

Nursery

Nursery have learnt another poem this week called ‘Fallen Apples’. They made up some actions to go along with 

the poem. They also experienced their first cookery session, which was enjoyed by all. We made apple turnovers 

and most of the children enjoyed eating the end product as well. We talked about the importance of washing our 

hands before and after cooking and the health and safety of using an oven and other possible dangerous kitchen 

equipment. 

Reception

Another busy week in Reception. This week we have been spending lots of time in the garden, continuing to 

learn about how to use the equipment safely and how to tidy up afterwards. Thank you to those parents who 

have named shoes…it has been a massive help when the children put on their wellies! Inside we have been 

enjoying lots of singing including number rhymes and continuing to develop our listening skills by playing phonics 

games to help us recognise when words begin with the same sound.  



Year 4

Year 4 have had a very busy week! In English we have been learning about and creating our own Haiku poems. 
The children should be able to explain that a Haiku poem has 3 lines. The first and last lines of a Haiku have 5 
syllables and the middle line has 7 syllables. The lines rarely rhyme. Altogether, 4S created this poem:

• It looks cold outside

• Should I zip up my new coat?

• No, I’ll play my Switch!

In Maths we have been thinking about column addition and subtraction, making sure to carry and exchange 
carefully! In the afternoons we have been learning about the Norman Domesday book and thinking about how we 
look after our teeth!

Year 5

This week in Year 5, the children learnt about the process of mummification. They wrote their own set of 
instructions for the Ancient Egyptian ritual. In maths, we looked at mental and written methods of addition and 
subtraction as well as converting units of time. The children also applied their knowledge of rivers to lead on to a 
debate about the best site for a new settlement in geography on Tuesday. In art, we looked at the work of Black 
History artist W. H. Johnson and created some images of our own. 

This week in Year 3 we have been working hard to learn written methods for addition and subtraction and 
applying these to solve word problems. It has been challenging but they have all shown perseverance in order to 
have a good understanding of each of the methods. In science this week, we developed our enquiry skills in order 
to test the strength of different magnets. We tested a range of magnets to see how many paperclips they would 
attract and presented our results in a bar graph. In history, we have been exploring what foods stone age people 
ate and how it changed over the different stone age periods. Just a reminder that next week 3JD will taking part 
in outdoor learning in the afternoons. 

Key Stage 2

Year 3

This week in English, we have written a set of instructions on how to make a sandwich. We had a lot of fun with it 
at the beginning of the week when we gave our teachers some instructions and they didn’t always quite work out 
to plan! In maths, we have been exploring subtraction, both practically and using number lines. We progressed 
from taking away just tens to taking away 2 two-digit numbers. 2S have been outside in the environmental garden 
enjoying their outdoor learning, which was topped off at the end of the week with a bonfire. 2B have continued 
with subjects such as science where they discovered materials that were opaque, transparent and translucent. 
Please remember to continue to read with your child as often as possible and to help them learn their key words. 
Thank you. 

Dinner Menu – Week Two

Monday – Chicken and broccoli pasta
Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 

tuna
Cheese and potato pie

Peas and seasonal salad selection
Ham or cheese sandwich or sausage roll

Jam sponge and custard

Tuesday - Homemade mild beef chilli and 
rice

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Vegetable savoury rice
Sweetcorn and seasonal salad selection

Ham or cheese sandwiches or sausage roll
Date and chocolate slice

Wednesday - Roast Turkey, Yorkshire 
pudding and crispy roast potatoes

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Quorn sausage
Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 

selection
Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage roll

Cheese, crackers and grapes

Thursday - Homemade pork sausage and 
bean casserole and creamy mash

Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 
tuna

Veggie roll
Carrots and season salad selection

Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage roll
Ice cream tub

Friday - Beef burger in a bun and chips
Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 

tuna
Cheese and tomato pizza

Baked beans and seasonal salad selection
Ham and cheese sandwich or sausage roll

Ring doughnut

Year 6

In maths this week, the children are focusing on fractions. Knowing their multiplication tables is one of the 
strategies, in order to cope with all the methods that they will be learning. To begin with, they are going to be 
converting between proper and improper factions, identifying the fraction of a shape that has been shaded and 
shading a fraction of a shape. They will be moving on to using the four rules with fractions and reducing them to 
their simplest form.

Year 2

Attendance cup winners
KS1 – 1GC with 99.3%
KS2 – 5VB with 99.3% 
Whole school attendance – 97% 

House points winners
KS1 – Stirling
KS2 – Stirling & Carnarvon

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Monday Year 2

Tuesday Year 4

Wednesday Year 1 & Year 3

Thursday Year 5

Friday Year 6

Wow! What a week in Year 1. The children have enjoyed hearing some more of the class story ‘How to Find Gold’ 

and creating their own ships to go and search for treasure. We have modelled how to draw a map using a key 

and sequenced events from the story to create a story map. Lots of children had fun creating their own maps to 

match the story. In maths, the children have been developing their understanding of one less by taking one away 

from a number and their Seesaw task this week will embed this learning. Please log in to Seesaw with your child 

and have a look at the tasks we have already provided and encourage your child to have a go at them.

Year 1

Key Stage 1

PE Days

PE

Even though the children can wear a plain coloured track suit or sweatshirt, please ensure that normal school PE 
kit is worn underneath for lessons on your child’s PE day. 

Please remove all earrings and jewellery for your child if they cannot do it themselves on their PE or swimming 
day. Unfortunately, for safety reasons, staff are unable to do this for the children and they can no longer be 
covered by tape as they had in the past. 

We have also been talking lots about our classroom rules, please talk about them at home.

1. We walk inside.

2. We use quiet voices inside.

3. We use kind and gentle hands, feet and words.

4. We look after our toys and put them away.

5. We stop and listen when we hear the bells.


