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Transition ‘get-together’ Timetable

After the long summer break and the school closure, it has been fantastic to welcome children back to school this September. 
Yesterday we were met with lots of smiling faces at the gates which was just brilliant! The children have already started to settle 
into their new routines and we will all continue to work together to make our school a very happy place.

Thank you for your patience yesterday and today with our new arrangements around drop-off and collection. We do recognise
that there were a few teething problems and we really appreciate your understanding. We have already made a couple of 
adjustments and we will continue to review our arrangements and make changes where necessary as the half-term continues. We 
really do want to keep everyone as safe as possible. It is vitally important that we all maintain social distancing at the collection 
times. Please remember to stay a safe distance from one another when walking around our site and when queueing to receive 
your children. Queuing does take time but it helps with social distancing and we will become quicker as our staff get to know you. 

We know that good communication is really important for a school to be successful and that we now have different ways of 
working. Please do try to avoid passing on messages at the gates on a morning as this could cause a queue to build. 
Unfortunately we need grown-ups to simply drop off and go. If you do need to pass on messages on a morning or at any other 
time of the day please phone or email the school. If it is a more urgent message a telephone call is best. If you do need to visit 
the school office in an emergency, the office is open between 9:00am and 2:45pm. Please do wear a face mask.

We are pleased to share that from Monday we will have our year group email accounts up and running. If you need to pass on a 
message or have a question for your child’s class teacher please email the relevant email address. Our teachers will do their very 
best to get back to you by the end of the next school day at the latest. More general emails should still go to the school office 
email office@friars.southend.sch.uk .

nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk year3@friars.southend.sch.uk
reception@friars.southend.sch.uk year4@friars.southend.sch.uk
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk year5@friars.southend.sch.uk
year2@friars.southend.sch.uk year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

Thank you again for this week and have a lovely weekend.

Mr McClay and Mr Roche

Packed Lunches
If your child brings their own packed lunch to school it 
can be carried inside a small bag if necessary. No fizzy 
drinks please but water or juice are fine.

School Lunches
If you pay for your child’s school lunch, please ensure 
that next week your child gives their money to their class 
teacher. In a named envelope is best. Please see the 
section on Wisepay regarding a change to school lunches 
being introduced.

Homework from the school closure
The packs of learning that were given out at the time of 
school closure do not have to come back into school. 
However, if your child would like to show this homework 
to their new teacher they can of course bring it in. Please 
note that the work will not be marked.

Outdoor Learning
We are continuing our commitment to outdoor learning 
this year. In the week commencing  Monday 21st

September, 4B will be taking part in outdoor learning and 
in the week commencing Monday 28th September it will 
be the turn of 4S. Please can the children wear older 
clothes suitable for outdoors on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday of these weeks. They do not need to 
wear school uniform. 

General Reminders and Messages

26th -30th October 2020
Half term

Monday 2nd November 2020 & Friday 18th December 2020 
Non-Pupil Days

21st December 2020 – 1st January 2021
Christmas holidays

Monday 4th January 2021
Spring term begins

Wisepay

Important Dates

Later next week you will receive an email with information and log-
in details for a secure online payment system called Wisepay. 
These details will also come home to you as a paper copy. Wisepay
will enable you to order and pay for school meals using a debit or 
credit card. 

Although to begin with we will just be using Wisepay for school 
lunch ordering and payments, we will also use Wisepay for things 
like educational visits and clubs once they recommence.

From the week of Monday 14th September, we will be asking you to 
order and pay for meals through Wisepay. If your child is eligible 
for free school meals you will also use Wisepay but simply to order 
the lunches you want for your child.

Most schools, including all of our Portico trust schools, use an 
online ordering and payment system and we really like Wisepay. It 
should hopefully make things easier for you and it will really help 
us in school. 
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