
Friars Weekly News
Friday 16th July 2021

Another busy week at Friars but before we tackle this week’s events, first a jump back in time to last Friday when 
we had our first ever Year 6 camp on the school field. What a great evening that was! The children behaved 
brilliantly and everybody, staff included braved the numerous earwigs and mosquitoes to thoroughly enjoy the 
time together. There was dancing, games, a campfire, toasted marshmallows, hot chocolate, a late night, very 
little sleep and an early rise….all of the ingredients to make it the perfect camping trip. 

This week we have continued welcoming parents onto the school field to view their children’s books at our open 
air ‘book looks’. Although not as we would ideally like, we do hope you have enjoyed seeing the efforts the 
children have made in what has been another challenging year. Several parents have asked us whether books 
will be sent home with the children this year. In light of the disruption to learning it is very important that we 
continue our recovery plan to help make up for the time lost. With that in mind, the next class teachers would 
like to look at the books to help assess each child’s individual starting point before they are sent home at a later 
date. The children might well do some work in their books when we return in September too. Year 6 books will 
come home next week.

At the start of the week, Year 6 had their second set of swimming sessions and Nursery took part in their sports 
days. Nursery also had the added thrill of a visit from an ice cream van….a great reward for all of their efforts. On 
Wednesday, Year 5 had a great day of adventure and adrenalin-filled fun at Thriftwood Outdoor Activity Centre 
while on Thursday Year 2 went to Colchester Zoo. The children absolutely loved seeing the animals and taking a 
ride on the zoo train. As always the children represented our school brilliantly, they were a credit to you and 
their teachers. It was also lovely to hear from parents just how much the children enjoyed their days and that is 
of course, why we try to make sure that COVID has not stopped these events happening. 

Finally, on Friday the children met their new class teachers and learning support assistants. There were a mix of 
excited and anxious faces as the children walked to their new classes but a happy buzz around the school as they 
returned after meeting the new adults who will guide them through the next academic year. We will have a 
second transition day on Monday. 

Today, the children will be coming home with their end of year reports, we hope you enjoy reading them. Your 
feedback is important to us so please take the time to complete the slip and let us know your thoughts.   

We are looking forward to welcoming our Reception children back on Tuesday 20th and we will arrange for them 
to have their transition time with their new teachers over the last two days. There is more good news as the 
Reception Sports Day has also been rearranged and will now take place on Wednesday. Please see the note from 
the reception team in their section on the next page.    

While sadly, the England Team did not quite manage to ‘bring football home’ on Sunday, we can confidently say 
that next week your children will be ‘coming home’ for the summer. We think they’ve definitely earned it!   

We hope you have a great weekend and enjoy the expected sunshine! 

Dates for the diary

JULY

Monday 19th

YR1–Book Look

Meet the Teacher session 2

YR6 -water fight

Tuesday 20th

PTA Class Parties

Wednesday 21st

Reception Sports Day

Last Day of Term

Thursday 22nd-Tuesday 31st August 

Summer break

SEPTEMBER

Wednesday 1st

INSET day

Thursday 2nd

Autumn Term begins

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Review of The Week
Early Years

Nursery

Nursery had so much fun at their Sports Day on Tuesday. 
They had a go at lots of different activities such as 
balancing beanbags on their heads, aiming into a hoop, 
throwing howlers and penalty shoot-outs. We also enjoyed 
a visit from ‘Dutzy Diamond Ices’ ice cream van who 
delivered the biggest ice cream cones to all the children. 
Yum Yum! 

This week in Reception we have been back to online learning. Well done to everyone who has attended our 
live sessions and watching our phonics, maths and story lessons. We are looking forward to being altogether 
again for our last two days next Tuesday. If you have not been able to get online yet please see what you 
have missed and maybe try and do just a couple of things before next Tuesday. 

On Wednesday, we will be having our postponed Sports Day. Please send the children to school wearing 
their PE kits including trainers or plimsolls. They can also wear a T-shirt of their team colour, either red, 
green, blue or yellow. It is also important to make sure that they have a water bottle, sun hat and sun cream 
applied before coming into school. 

Reception

House points winners
KS1 – Stormont (green)
KS2 – Carnarvon (yellow)

Attendance
KS1 – 1BF– 96.4%
KS2 – 6G – 95.7%
Whole School – 92.3%  

PTA SUMMER RAFFLE
Thank you to those who have 

already brought tickets to support 
our PTA Summer Raffle. The last day 

to buy tickets and give yourself a 
chance of winning a fantastic prize is 

Tuesday 20th July. 

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust



This week in Year 2 we have been learning about our environment and how we can protect it. We read a book 
about ‘Morris the Magpie’, who collects rubbish thinking it is treasure! We then wrote a letter as Morris to the 
humans, asking them to stop polluting the planet. In maths, we have been looking at the four operations in 
word problems and working through them as a class. We had an amazing time at the zoo on Thursday! The 
children were extremely well behaved and really enjoyed walking around the zoo looking at all the different 
animals. They also had a good time meeting their new teachers on Friday and look forward to meeting them 
again on Monday next week.

Year 2

What a fun week it has been in Year 1. The children have reflected upon their time in class, writing letters to 
the children in Reception about their experiences. In maths, we have compared 2-digit numbers identifying 
which one is greater than or less than the other. As part of our English work, we have re-written the story of 
'Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See?" focusing on adjectives to describe the animals, with some 
children using alliteration in their sentences. They have also been busy learning about Kandinsky and his 
artwork. They have explored mixing primary colours to make secondary colours, using warm and cool colours 
to produce a piece of art work and recreating a piece of Kandinsky's art using circles, triangles and lines. The 
children really enjoyed participating in their music lessons this week, using cups to play along to a piece of 
music, which sounded amazing!

Year 1

Key Stage 1

Year 4
Whilst Year 4 are now beginning to look forward to the summer holidays and Year 5, we have still been very 
busy and having fun with our work this week. In English, we have been writing letters to the current Year 3 
pupils and describing all of the fun things they can expect from Year 4, in doing so we also reflected on our 
learning throughout the year. In Maths, we have created “fraction names”, in which we designed our own 
names on squared paper, coloured in the squares and then calculated the fractions of each colour used. In 
the afternoons, we have even created our own fact file about animals and learnt about the parable of the 
good Samaritan. Phew!

Year 5

This week in Year 5 we had the fantastic opportunity to spend the day at Thriftwood, all of the children were a 
credit to themselves and the school. The day was cram packed with challenges and fun. We did have a little 
time to stop and eat lunch but then the adventures continued which included zip wires, a leap of faith, 
archery, wall climbing, abseiling and problem solving. In maths, we have been revising fractions and in English 
we have been designing gadgets linked to our layered reading book (Stormbreaker) and writing and recording 
persuasive adverts. We have also been busy using a range of mixed media in art to create different effects. We 
also enjoyed the very informative session with the 2 Johns on internet safety. Please speak to your child about 
the important messages given if you were unable to attend the parent’s session on Tuesday evening. 

This week Year 3 have been researching the importance of bees, linking our recent science pollination work to 
English , where we have written a persuasive piece of writing to encourage the planting of more flowers. In 
geography we learnt about how clouds are made and had fun setting up our own cloud experiments with ice 
cubes and warm water. This week we finally finished our layered reading text “How to Train your Dragon” and 
had a brilliant discussion about our favourite parts of the story. Over the last term this book has really inspired 
us as readers and writers and many of us are keen to read some more books by Cressida Cowell . The children 
thoroughly enjoyed meeting their new class teachers today , and we look forward to the next session on 
Monday . On behalf of all of the Year 3 staff we would like to say a massive thank you to all the children and 
parents for a wonderful year of learning.

Key Stage 2
Year 3

Year 6

After a phenomenally busy past couple of weeks, momentum is certainly not slowing down for us in Year 6. We 
began the week revelling in our success after our self-planned, self-resourced and self-run Summer Fete. We 
had wonderful feedback from the year groups that managed to visit us outside and successfully managed to 
raise some money to help to fund our leavers’ hoodies! Of course, this wouldn’t have been possible without 
our fantastic PTA, so again, thank you! Throughout the week, we have been busy revising past learning and 
solving problems linked to spelling, punctuation, grammar and maths. 6G have been lucky to have their 
outdoor learning sessions, which have been amazing. We have also completed our RSE conversations, which 
were met with fantastically mature attitudes and questions. 

Next week, the children have our infamous water-fight to look forward to. Please remember to bring a change 
of clothes and of course, some kind of water pistol! Please refrain from sending in water balloons. We are also 
pleased to share that children can have their shirts signed, but they need to bring a spare t-shirt, rather than 
the one they are wearing, so as to remain as safe as possible. They cannot be wearing the shirt whilst it is being 
signed. 

We are looking forward to spending the last three, special days with our wonderful Year 6s, and hope to make 
their send off as special as we can. 

Dinner Menu – Week Three

PARENT PAY
Just a reminder that if you have any 

outstanding debts on Parent Pay 
please settle them before the end of 
the academic year, Wednesday 21st

July. 
Thank you 

BREAKFAST CLUB
Please complete the form using the links 
below if you would like to request a place 
for your child(ren) at our Breakfast Club 
in September. We must ask that this be 

completed by 12pm on Tuesday 20th July. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/Respons
ePage.aspx?id=itiMSBXflk2j9Bz-n-

ErI0bCB-
ga8xlLqdx3lRe4LsBURTdENzgwQjZCME5R

U1U1SUFSSTMwTjFMRC4u

EXTENDED SCHOOLS
If you are interested in your child 

attending extended after school provision 
until 5:30pm, every night in September 
please use the links below to register 
your interest for a place and further 

details will be sent to you. 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/Respons

ePage.aspx?id=itiMSBXflk2j9Bz-n-
ErI7tsRfN3PGRAsVT8XCyNOf1UREpSNUtH

SlpGRUJBMTRJRERQSTAwVDBWQi4u

COVID restrictions 
Just a reminder that from Monday 

19th July it is no longer compulsory to 
wear face coverings on or around the 

school site. If like us, you wish to 
keep things the same until the 

summer holidays, you can of course 
chose to continue to wear one. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=itiMSBXflk2j9Bz-n-ErI0bCB-ga8xlLqdx3lRe4LsBURTdENzgwQjZCME5RU1U1SUFSSTMwTjFMRC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=itiMSBXflk2j9Bz-n-ErI7tsRfN3PGRAsVT8XCyNOf1UREpSNUtHSlpGRUJBMTRJRERQSTAwVDBWQi4u

