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It has been another busy week at Friars! Year 4 enjoyed the first of their local day trips to Friars Park and have 
already begun to plan their improvement letters to the council – they are looking forward to their East Beach 
visit next week. 

On Friday, not only did we celebrate our ‘Bad Hare Day’ where we saw some amazingly creative hairstyles, we 
were also very proud to finally receive our official trophy for the enhanced healthy schools and emotional 
health and wellbeing award after it had been delayed due to the pandemic.

Next week, we are finally able to resume swimming for our Year 6 children. We sincerely hope that we can 
return to our normal schedule of swimming next year. We also begin to welcome parents onto the school field 
to look at their child’s work – please refer to the earlier letter for details. 

Finally, the children have been working hard every day at their sports day preparation, for the main events 
that begin next week. The equipment is ready, the children have been well trained and the trophy has been 
polished. The only thing that will be missing this year is of course our parents. Sports Days won’t be the same 
without you cheering on your children, but we will do our best to encourage them for you and will hopefully 
share some pictures of the events as they happen. Please remember to send your child into school wearing a 
t- shirt of their team colour. Your child should know their team but if you are unsure, please email your child’s 
teacher on the year group emails or call the school office.

Don’t forget to cheer England on tomorrow night in the Euros, if they win this match maybe we can really start 
believing that ‘its coming home!’

Have a great weekend. 

Dates for the diary
JULY

Monday 5th

Y1 Sports Day
Y2 Sports Day

Y6 Swimming - 6D
Y6 – Book Look 3:30pm

Tuesday 6th
Y3 Sports Day 
Y4 Sports Day

Y6 Swimming – 6G
Y4 – Book Look 3:30pm

Nursery – Learning Journeys Look

Wednesday 7th
Y4 Educational Visit to East Beach

Y5 – Book Look 3:30pm

Thursday 8th
Y5 Sports Day 
Y6 Sports Day 

Reception – Book Look 3:30pm

Friday 9th
Y6 Mini Fete

Monday 12th
Y6 Swimming – 6D 

Reception Sports Day
Y2 Book Look – 3:30pm

Tuesday 13th

Y6 Swimming – 6G
Nursery Sports Day

Online Safety Parent Workshop –
8pm

Wednesday 14th

Year 5 – Thriftwood
Y3 – Book Look – 3:30pm

Thursday 15th

Year 2 - Colchester Zoo

Monday 19th

Y1 – Book Look

Tuesday 20th

PTA Class Parties 

Thursday 22nd -Tuesday 31st 
August 

Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Review of The Week
Early Years

Nursery

Although we are all hoping for a little warmer weather, this does not phase the Nursery children who have 
this week enjoyed putting on their wellies and splashing in all of the puddles. We have a lot of children that 
are showing an interest in writing their names now so we have been practising this in the sand, with water 
and paintbrushes on the blackboard as well as on paper. 

This week the weather has continued to keep us on our toes! The rain has brought out all of the snails and it
has been great fun looking at them carefully and treating them respectfully. We have found probably around 
100! We looked carefully at their shells and explored making spirals. In maths we have been looking at one 
more and one less using the Numberblocks to help us and we also enjoyed listening to the story of 
Rumpelstiltskin, acting it out and making up our own actions.

Reception

This week in Year 1 the children have been using their knowledge of numbers to represent tens and ones in 
two digit numbers, as well as finding ten more and ten less than a given number. Please encourage your child 
to count to one hundred and back again. In their writing, the children have been making 'silly' sentences using 
adjectives, nouns and verbs. Throughout the week, we have taught our RSE lessons, focusing on families, 
people who can help us and how to keep safe.

Year 1

Key Stage 1

In Year 2 this week, 2S have been learning about rainforest habitats during their science work, investigating 
the different layers and what type of animals live there. In geography, we learnt about the human and 
physical features of Australia and sorted them into the correct animal category. In English we have read the 
book ‘The Koala Who Could’ and made some predictions about what we thought the story would be about. 
We then wrote a description of one of the settings before starting to rewrite what happened in the story. In 
maths we have been measuring with rulers using cm as the unit of measure. We went outside and measured 
all of the different leaves we could find.
In 2B, we had our outdoor learning, where we learnt about the animals that live in our environment. We 
looked around the environmental garden to see if we could find evidence of animals living in there!

Year 2



Year 4

What an exciting week we have had in Year 4! In English we have learnt about personification and practised 
giving inanimate objects lifelike qualities. For example, saying that a car is begging for petrol or the football 
dashed towards the goal. We had lots of fun thinking about what would happen if objects in our classroom 
came to life! In maths we have been thinking about capacity, weight and length and learning how to convert 
between metric units. On Wednesday, we went for our trip to Friars Park and put lots of thought into the 
different facilities available and what we could change to make improvements. Next week we will be doing 
the same at East Beach!

Year 5

This week we have been busy writing our own play scripts as well as a set of instructions explaining how to 
build a Tudor house. The children really showed off their writing skills to full effect during this task. In maths 
we have investigated squared and cubed numbers and identified prime numbers, whilst continuing to practise 
our times tables with a focus on our 7, 8 and 9s. On Friday we enjoyed the Maths Story Day when we explored 
the world of 3D shapes. In geography we used three maps from 1800’s, 1900’s and the present day to compare 
and explain the changes. We thought about what the map might look like in 50 years.

In science this week we had a great time learning about pollination. We made our own felt insects and 
coloured flowers, then used Wotsits as ‘pollen’ to demonstrate how this gets transported from flower to 
flower. Our maths lessons this week have focused on fractions and the children have been challenged to 
compare and order fractions. We learnt about equivalent fractions using paper strips to show one-third is the 
same as two-sixths. In Art we have continued our ‘Waterlillies’ project (inspired by Claude Monet), adding 
foreground details to our paintings using chalks and oil pastels. In geography, the children were introduced to 
the water cycle and learnt some tricky technical vocabulary (evaporation, condensation, precipitation, 
groundwater) to explain the journey of a raindrop. We had a great discussion about where water comes from 
and what happens to the water when it dries up.

Key Stage 2
Year 3

Year 6

As the end of term gets nearer, the Year 6 days seem to be getting busier. This week, the children have been 
putting themselves into the shoes of Stanley Yelnats, the main character from our layered reading book, 
‘Holes.’ They had to write a diary entry about the events at Camp Green Lake and write a letter home from 
Stanley to his mother. In maths, the children having been solving problems involving shape through tangrams 
and using nine pin triangles. On Thursday, the children took part in Maths Story Day, where they spent the day 
learning about circles, the features of circles and art involving circles. In the afternoons, the children have been 
preparing for their mini-fete, creating their stalls, posters and bunting.
With so much going on, here are few reminders for the coming weeks:-

 Next week 6D have swimming on Monday and 6G have swimming on Tuesday. Please refer back to 
the letter for what the children need to bring and wear. 

 In the afternoons next week, 6D have outdoor learning. Please refer to the letter that was sent 
home on Monday for what they should wear.

 Thursday 8 July is sports day for Year 6. The children should come in PE clothing and wear a t-shirt 
that represents the colour of their team.

 Friday 9 July is the mini-fete. Children have been told that they can come in their PE kits, preferably 
wearing their school tops with PE bottoms. In the evening, it is the Year 6 camp. The children will be 
coming home at normal time and they need to have a meal before returning to school at 6:00pm, 
with everything they need if they are staying over. Children are allowed to bring sweets and snacks 
but only enough for them….not all of Year 6!! (although if they want to bring in anything for the Year 
6 staff, that’s fine.) If they’re not staying over, they need to be picked up at 9:30 pm. Those children 
staying over MUST be picked up on Saturday morning at 8:30 am.

Dinner Menu – Week One

Monday 
Roasted vegetable & bean hotpot
Sweetcorn & courgette fritter with 

side salad
Pasta with cheese & chive sauce

Peas
Apple & cinnamon sponge with 

custard

Tuesday
Beef Enchiladas

Squash & lentil curry with steamed 
rice

Jacket potato with cheese or 
salmon mayonnaise

Chinese cabbage
Strawberry cheesecake

Wednesday
Roast chicken fillets with roast 

potatoes & gravy
Vegan Cornish pasty with roast 

potatoes 
Pasta with roasted tomato & 

pepper sauce
Green cabbage & carrots

Chocolate sponge & chocolate 
sauce

Thursday
Cumberland sausage with mash & 

gravy
Potato crust cheese & tomato 

quiche with side salad
Jacket potato with baked beans or 

cheese
Green beans & cauliflower

Fruit burst jelly

Friday
Fish finger bap with homemade 

tartare sauce & side salad
Vegetarian finger bap with 

homemade ketchup & side salad
Pasta with creamy mushroom 

sauce
Baked beans & sweetcorn
Chocolate & orange cookie

Fresh Baked Bread available daily

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

PE

The sports stars class of the week are class 4B, who showed fantastic effort during their session in the rain,
displaying lots of smiles and lots or sliding about. Well done 4B! 

A HUGE REMINDER FROM MR WEBSTER THAT OUR SPORTS DAYS START NEXT WEEK – Please 
send your child into school wearing their PE kit, plimsolls or trainers and a T shirt in their team 
colour. 

Monday 5th - Year 1 and 2
Tuesday 6th - Year 3 and 4
Thursday 8th - Year 5 and 6
Monday 12th – Reception
Tuesday 13th - nursery

Outdoor learning next week is 

6D


