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It’s been another very busy week at Friars that has seen the children learning lots of new 
knowledge as well as consolidating existing skills. It has been lovely to see how thoroughly 
engaged all of the children are in their learning.

This week we met with the school council to discuss several new ideas for the school. The 
representatives from each class discussed important school issues such as pupil wellbeing, 
the school values and worry boxes being available in each class. They also gave us feedback 
on the new gym equipment that was installed this term.  

Health and Safety

Despite the relaxation of restrictions on Monday this week, much of the guidance for 
schools has stayed the same. Please could we respectfully ask all parents to continue to 
wear face coverings around the school site and especially if you need to come into the 
building for any urgent reasons. Please also continue to respect our entry/exit points and 
to keep a safe gap between other parents when queueing. These remain in place to keep 
our school community safe.   

Educational Visits and Visitors 

Over the past few weeks, we have been very excited to share our plans for educational 
visits and visitors in the last part of the summer term. We really value the experiences 
events such as these give our children, more so than ever after the disruption of the last 
two academic years. Thank you to all of the parents that have already contributed towards 
the cost of these events. As much as we would love to fully subsidise these valuable 
opportunities, without your support these visits simply could not happen. Please find 
information about each event on page 2. All payments can be made through ParentPay by 
selecting your child’s event and paying in the normal way. For visits that involve travel, 
payment also indicates that you give permission for your child to attend.

Swimming

We are working hard to try to organise swimming lessons for at least our Year 6 children 
this term. We are waiting to hear back from Fusion Lifestyle and some other possible 
venues. 

More Exciting Events

Next week, the Year 5 children will be completing some team building mornings with their 
class adults and Mr. Brady. They will have to work collaboratively, developing their 
speaking and listening, leadership and instruction following skills along the way. 5W will be 
on Tuesday 25th and 5VW on Wednesday 26th. 

This week we announced another new first for Friars, with the announcement of our very 
first Year 6 camping event. On 9th July, the Year 6 children will have the opportunity to join 
us for a night of camping on the school field as part of their leavers' celebrations. Full 
details can be found in the letter sent out earlier this week and more details will follow in 
due course.  

Next week is Science Week at Friars, where every afternoon is dedicated to investigating 
something scientific….we can’t wait to share the news from this very exciting week next 
Friday. 

Have a great weekend. 

Dates for the diary

MAY
Friday 28th
INSET Day

MAY/JUNE
Monday 31st-Friday 4th

Half term

Tuesday 15th

PTA Fathers Day Sale

Wednesday 16th

Class Photographs 
Gemma’s Farm

Thursday 17th

Year 6 – Thriftwood

Friday 25th

Year 3 Viking Day

JULY
Monday 5th

Y1 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am
Y2 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am

Tuesday 6th
Y3 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am

Y4 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am

Thursday 8th
Y5 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am

Y6 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am

Tuesday 13th – 6pm-8pm
Online Safety Parent Workshop

Wednesday 14th

Year 5 – Thriftwood

Thursday 15th

Year 2 - Colchester Zoo

Thursday 22nd -Tuesday 31st 
August 

Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Outdoor learning next week is 

Owls and Robins  -
Reception classes



In Year 2 this week, we have revisited subtraction in maths. Firstly, we had to partition 

the numbers into tens and ones before subtracting them. We then put the two answers 

together to make the whole. We also subtracted numbers that crossed over the tens 

barrier…a really tricky skill. In English, we wrote a diary entry as Sophie Scott, the 

character created by the author Alison Lester, who had some fascinating journeys to 

Antarctica with her dad. We completed some comprehension questions on the book 

‘The Sound Keeper’ and we are starting to become really good at finding answers within 

the text. During geography this week, we recapped all the knowledge learnt about 

Antarctica and turned them into questions. We used our questions to generate our own 

research about the Arctic, using iPads. 

Year 2

Look out for dragons! After reading the story of ‘Zog’ the children in Year 1 have drawn 
their own dragon and written a descriptive paragraph about them. We have been really 
pleased with the adjectives they have used in their writing. You might want to find Zog
on the BBC's iplayer or elsewhere and chat to your child about dragons. In maths, we 
have continued our work related to halving before introducing the children to sharing 
into quarters as well. We have also continued with our two, ten and five times tables. 
Next week is our Science Week, if you have any empty plastic drinks bottles please send 
them in. Thank you.

Year 1

Key Stage 1

This week in Reception, we have been really enjoying building large models on our 
green area.  We have been exploring nature and the signs of spring in the garden.  Our 
sunflowers are growing nicely and are getting taller!  We have been developing our 
listening skills by listening to a story without pictures called, ‘The Leaky Bucket.’   The 
children loved this story! Our teachers have been really impressed with our 
independent writing this week. In maths, we have been thinking about our daily 
routines and putting events of the day in order.

Reception

Year Group Emails 
Please contact your child’s teacher using 

the following email addresses;  
nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk

reception@friars.southend.sch.uk
year1@friars.southend.sch.uk
year2@friars.southend.sch.uk

year3@friars.southend.sch.uk
year4@friars.southend.sch.uk
year5@friars.southend.sch.uk
year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

These email addresses are only for parent 
and carer use and should not be used by 

children.

If you are emailing to advise about 
collection changes for your child,  it is 
very important that you also mail the 
office as teachers may not see emails 

received during teaching time
office@friars.southend.sch.uk

Message for Year 1 and Reception parents
We have had lots of parents asking about clothing for the day of the Gemma’s farm visit. 
Please can you send children into school wearing full school uniform. We have photos 
on the same day so we need to look smart!  You do not need to send in any other 
clothes - just make sure your child has a coat and wellies if it looks wet.  Many thanks.

Review of The Week
Early Years

Nursery

This week Nursery has been another hive of activity with every child actively 
developing a range of different skills through their play. The children have been using 
2D shapes to make different objects such as houses and robots and they were 
enthralled to listen as Mrs. Ahmed told them all about the Muslim festival of ‘Eid’ that 
marks the end of fasting during Ramadan. We have also planted seeds in the garden 
to encourage all sorts of mini-beasts to visit once our plants grow. The children are 
already looking forward to investigating the different bugs and insects that might 
come along.  

Educational Visits

Reception 
Gemma’s Farm
16th June - £4

Payment due - 16th June

Year 1 
Gemma’s Farm
16th June - £4

Payment due - 16th June

Year 2 
Colchester Zoo
15th July - £17

Payment due - 2nd July

Year 3 
Viking Day

25th June - £4
Payment due - 25th June

Year 5 
Thriftwood

14th July - £25

Year 6 
Thriftwood 

17th June - £25
Payment due - 11th June



Year 4

We had lots of fun in English this week following a set of instructions to make a WW2 
gas mask. We actually found some of the instructions quite difficult to follow so we then 
worked to improve them ourselves using lots of different imperative verbs. In maths, we 
have been learning all about co-ordinates, making sure to follow the rule of going along 
the corridor and then up the stairs! In our topic work we have learnt about the water 
cycle in science, the Battle of Britain in history and continued our learning of editing 
pictures in computing. Another very busy week in Year 4! 

Year 5
This week Year 5 have been continuing our work on angles and shape in maths; focusing 
on regular and irregular polygons, identifying 3D shapes from their properties and 
translation of shapes. We have been showing off our poetry skills in English and looked 
into Shakespearian sonnets, even having a good go at writing our own based on 
Macbeth. The Year 5 staff were astounded at how creative we were! We have been 
continuing our work on The Tudors in History, looking at the wives of Henry VIII and 
finding key places of interest on a Map of London. We then compared what Tudor 
London looked like to modern London. 5VW have enjoyed their outdoor learning 
sessions this week and had fun cooking (and eating!) their pasta dish.  

Year 6

In Year 6 this week, the children have embedded their knowledge of fractions; how to 
add and subtract, multiply and divide them by whole numbers. In English, they have been 
practising their word class skills and writing narrative in the form of a story, detailing 
what happened to the Mary Celeste and her crew. A new topic was started in science 
with the children studying the theme of micro-organisms. The children learnt what they 
are, how they work and how to deal with them, particularly pertinent for the times we 
are living in. 

This week in science, Year 3 have enjoyed investigating water transpiration in plants. We 
put food colouring into the water and placed white flowers in three different 
temperatures around the school. We made careful observations and saw the petals 
change colour over a few days. In Design Technology, we completed the construction of 
our Viking longship models. They look fantastic and we worked really hard when using 
the materials and equipment available. Our Maths work this week has focused on time, 
and in particular learning to calculate how much time has passed, and how many 
minutes it is to the next hour. This is a tricky concept so please practise at home! In 
English, we have worked on our dictionary skills, and used a thesaurus to find synonyms. 

Key Stage 2
Year 3

Dinner Menu – Week One

Monday 
Roasted vegetable & bean hotpot
Sweetcorn & courgette fritter with 

side salad
Pasta with cheese & chive sauce

Peas
Apple & cinnamon sponge with 

custard

Tuesday
Beef enchiladas

Squash & lentil curry with steamed 
rice

Jacket potato with cheese or 
salmon mayonnaise

Chinese cabbage
Strawberry cheesecake

Wednesday
Roast chicken fillets with roast 

potatoes & gravy
Vegan cornish pasty with roast 

potatoes 
Pasta with roasted tomato & 

pepper sauce
Green cabbage & carrots

Chocolate sponge & chocolate 
sauce

Thursday
Cumberland sausage with mash & 

gravy
Potato crust cheese & tomato 

quiche with side salad
Jacket potato with baked beans or 

cheese
Green beans & cauliflower

Fruit burst jelly

Friday
Fish finger bap with homemade 

tartare sauce & side salad
Vegetarian finger bap with 

homemade ketchup & side salad
Pasta with creamy mushroom 

sauce
Baked beans & sweetcorn
Chocolate & orange cookie

Fresh baked bread available daily

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

House points winners
KS1 – Windsor (Red)
KS2 – Carnarvon (Yellow)

Attendance
KS1 – 1BF – 100%
KS2 – 5W – 99.1%
Whole School – 96.6 %  

News of the Week

This week we heard about two of 
our Year 5 boys, Flynn and Anakin 
who achieved their Kung Fu 
gradings. They both discussed what 
they had to do with their class and 
demonstrated some of  their 
moves, before showing off their 
medals. 
Well Done Flynn and Anakin, keep 
up the good work! 

ParentPay

It would be really useful if all parents/carers could use ParentPay to book ALL school 
meals regardless of whether your children are having Free School Meals or Packed Lunch 
from home. This will save the teachers having to ask again, freeing up more valuable time 
for learning. Thank you for your support with this.  


