
Friars Weekly News
Friday 9th July 2021

Wow, what a week this has been, seeing sports days, parent book looks, trips and an overnight stay all
happening across just 5 days. 

The week started with our Sports Days and despite missing the support of our parents this year, the children 
still did themselves and their teams proud. A great time was had by all, and it was great to see the children 
competing strongly but also showing such superb sportsmanship as they clapped and cheered our winning 
teams. 

In Key Stage 1, after a hard fought battle – Stirling ran out victorious while in our Lower key stage 2 event, it 
was our yellow team, Carnarvon who came out on top. In our most competitive event, upper Key Stage 2,  our 
winners were again Stirling - which left the announcement of our overall school winners to be given during 
celebration assembly on Friday. After totaling up all of the points gathered by each team across the week, the 
overall winners were Stirling our blue team with an impressive score of over 2000 points. Congratulations to 
Stirling our Sports Day Champions for 2021. 

Next week it is the turn of Reception and Nursery to show us their sporting prowess. 

It was lovely to welcome parents into school at the end of the day to look at their children’s work. The teachers 
really enjoyed talking to you about the children and the things they have being doing in school and the 
feedback from the parents was also positive. The weather obviously affected our Year 4 ‘book look’ so we 
would like to rearrange this for Thursday 15th July with the same arrangements as on the original letter. 

The finale to our week was the Year 6 camp. As we write, the camp site is set up ready to welcome the children 
back for what is sure to be a fun filled and most likely sleepless night under canvas. We are now just hoping 
that the weather is kind to us. A full report will follow next week. 

On Tuesday next week, we have some very important workshops taking place. These will be based around 
online safety and in particular keeping children safe when playing games online. The training sessions will be 
held by the 2 Johns, two retired police officers who worked in the child exploitation unit for Essex Police. The 
children in Key Stage 2 will each receive a class workshop, our staff will have a session at the end of the school 
day and at 8pm until 9:30pm there will be a parent workshop. This is really worth attending….the 2 Johns will 
share how to set parental controls on apps such as TikTok as well as highlighting the loop holes that can be 
exploited in popular online games such as ‘Among Us’ by pedophiles and drugs gangs. If you would like to 
attend this virtual meeting, please follow the joining instructions found on the back page of this newsletter. 

This week you are probably aware that the government announced changes to the restrictions in schools, we 
are currently digesting the new guidance and putting our plan together for how things will look in September. 
This will be sent out in a separate letter shortly. 

Have a great weekend and yes, there is a still a chance that football could come home on Sunday…Come on 
England!  

Dates for the diary

JULY

Monday 12th

Y6 Swimming –6D 

Reception Sports Day

Y2 Book Look –3:30pm

Tuesday 13th

Y6 Swimming –6G

Nursery Sports Day

Online Safety Parent Workshop –

8pm

Wednesday 14th

Year 5 –Thriftwood

Y3 –Book Look –3:30pm

Thursday 15th

Year 2 -Colchester Zoo

Y4 – Book Look

Monday 19th

Y1 –Book Look

Tuesday 20th

PTA Class Parties

Thursday22nd-Tuesday 31st 

August 

Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Review of The Week
Early Years

Nursery

This week in Nursery the children have been very imaginative with their role play. We provided a box of 
different hats and the children have built their play around these. Some children became pirates, making eye 
patches, telescopes and of course a pirate ship. Others were fireman and built fire engines and pretended to 
put out fires. Some were cowboys and ran round the garden using brooms as horses and others were 
policeman, arresting people doing things wrong. Lots of fun this week! 

We have had another busy week in Reception. We have been dodging the rain showers and enjoying the 
snails once again. The children have been really excited about making England flags using a variety of red and 
white resources.  We listened to the story of The Three Bears, and the children enjoyed hearing the sound 
effects and singing the song about Goldilocks. In maths, we have been singing ‘Ten Green Bottles, and 
thinking about adding one more and taking one away.

Reception

House points winners
KS1 – Windsor (Red)
KS2 – Windsor (Red) & 
Stormont (green) 

Attendance
KS1 – 2S – 97.4%
KS2 – 3ML & 6G – 99.3%
Whole School – 97.1%  

Outdoor learning next week is 

6G



In Year 2 this week we have continued measuring objects but this time focus on their weight and mass. We 
compared mass, deciding which object was heavier or lighter. We then used non-standard units such as cubes 
and standard units, such as grams to weigh the objects. In English, we read a new book called ‘Possum Magic’ 
which was about two possums who went on a trip around Australia to find human food that could turn Hush 
back visible again! We made some plans around the plot and wrote a diary based on the story. We also 
researched an explorer called Captain James Cook, who travelled around the world creating maps…did you 
know he charted New Zealand and The Great Barrier Reef?  
Sports day was amazing! All of the children did themselves proud. They all did their best and worked as a team 
to gain points.  A massive well done Year 2!
In 2B, we had our outdoor learning, investigating the animals that live in our local environment. We looked 
around the environmental garden to see if we could find evidence of animals living in there. The children are 
very excited for our Zoo trip next week! 

Year 2

Year 1 have been enjoying learning about Vincent van Gogh and replicating some of his sunflower pictures. In 
maths, we have been adding two 2-digit numbers together. Our sports day was wonderful! The children all had 
a great time, tried their best and celebrated their achievements. Just a few end of year notices;
• Wednesday 14th July will be our last PE session. 
• Please return all library and reading books by Friday 16th July. 
• Open afternoon is Monday 19th July when you can look at your child's work on the playground.

Year 1

Key Stage 1

Year 4

What a fantastic week we have had in Year 4! As part of our learning in geography we took a walk down to 
East Beach (thankfully it didn’t rain this time!) and compared the area to Friars Park. We looked at the 
equipment, facilities and safety features that each area offers. We also collected some stones and seashells to 
each do our own observational drawings. In maths, we have been learning about symmetry and using mirrors 
to create lines of symmetry in shapes, while in English we have been brushing up on our skills and 
understanding when using synonyms and antonyms.

Year 5

This week in Year 5 we have been investigating the area and perimeter of compound shapes. In history, we 
researched Queen Elizabeth I and Mary I and created a Mastermind type quiz for our class mates. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed this and showed a very impressive knowledge of their Tudor work this term. In English, the 
children have compared formal and informal language, composing letters to Elizabeth I explaining what life is 
like in the 21st century compared to Tudor England. We have also managed to fit in our year group Sports Day 
and the Mini Fete hosted by the Year 6 children. It was lovely to welcome parents to look at the children’s 
fabulous work. We finished the week evaluating our Tudor houses; the children have excelled themselves. All 
of the children are getting very excited about our trip next week to Thriftwood, keep your fingers crossed for 
the weather! 

This week Year 3 have written some fantastic plant-hunter adventure stories! We were amazed by the 
children's creativity and imaginative ideas about a new mysterious species of plant that has been discovered. 
In Science this week, we learnt about different types of seed dispersal. The children were able to match 
different plants to how their seeds were transported (wind, water, by animals, or by gravity).  On Tuesday we 
had a brilliant time at Sports Day, despite the unpredictable weather. The children showed great perseverance 
and team spirit when competing in the different events.

Key Stage 2
Year 3

Year 6

What a week it's been for Year 6. On Monday and Tuesday we went swimming, courtesy of West Leigh Junior 
School. The children had a thoroughly enjoyable time and the swimming instructors said their behaviour and 
enthusiasm was a pleasure to see. The children were divided into two groups and whilst one group was 
swimming, the other group played games. Thank you West Leigh for giving us this opportunity.
Monday after school was the book look. It was lovely to see so many of you and have, what will probably be, 
our final conversation with you about your children before they leave to begin secondary school in September. 
In the afternoons this week 6D have had outdoor learning. They have been learning how to prepare for camp, 
deciding where the tents should go, what amenities could be available, how to keep it safe etc. 6G joined them 
on Thursday afternoon, where the children helped to put the tents up for their overnight camp on Friday. 6G 
will be having outdoor learning next week - please refer to the letter that was sent home which will inform you 
of what the children should wear. 
Thursday was sports day for Year 6. The children spent their time taking part in a variety of sporting events, 
earning points for their house teams. 
In the classroom, both classes have been finalising their stalls for their mini-fayre on Friday. Keep your fingers 
crossed for good weather....not just for the fayre but also for the camp on Friday evening. More will follow 
about the camp.
The end of the school year may be getting closer but it is not getting any less busy!

Dinner Menu – Week two

Monday - Cauliflower 
macaroni & cheese with 
homemade garlic bread

Tofu sweet & sour mixed 
vegetables with steamed rice

Jacket potato with baked 
beans or cheese

Green beans
Coconut & jam sponge with 

custard

Tuesday - beef & Bean Chilli 
con carne served with baked 

potato
Vegan chilli con carne served 

with baked potato
Pasta with spinach & onion 

sauce
Sweetcorn

Berry crumble slice

Wednesday - Roast Pork with 
roast potatoes & gravy
Potato & leek frittata

Jacket potato with baked 
beans or cheese

Roasted butternut squash & 
kale

Orange & Poppy seed sponge

Thursday - Chicken & 
vegetable curry with steamed 

rice
Lentil & vegetable lasagne with 

garlic bread
Pasta with tomato & basil 

sauce
Carrots & cauliflower

Cherry cookie

Friday - Oven baked battered 
fish with baked chips

Roasted vegetable & chickpea 
wrap

Jacket potato with baked 
beans or cheese

Baked beans & green peas
Vanilla & sultana sponge with 

custard

Fresh Baked Bread available 
daily

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Our Summer PTA raffle is back, 
Please see the details on the back 
page of the newsletter



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85917932170

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85917932170


For example - Friars Y3




