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Review of The Week

Nursery & Reception

Early Years

A busy week for us all! Due to the current situation, we haven’t been able to do our traditional 
home visits-but we have managed to meet everyone by Zoom or on the phone.  We have also 
been able to host some small group ‘stay and play’ sessions in Nursery and Reception.  Thank 
you to our brilliant parents and carers for helping us to do this safely.  It has been wonderful to 
meet you all and although it is a very different start to school life, please rest assured we are all 
committed to making sure that you all have the very best start. We are all looking forward to 
even more fun next week!

It has been great to complete our first full week back and we are very proud of how well the 
children have settled, not just to their learning but also to all of the changes to their normal 
school routines. It was also lovely to welcome our new Nursery and Reception children and 
parents for their 'stay and play' sessions – A very warm welcome to Friars!

In October, we will still look to hold our parent consultation meetings, however rather than being 
face to face; we will be looking to do these virtually using Microsoft Teams, a video conferencing 
system similar to Zoom. More information will follow in the next two weeks. 

The introduction of our Wisepay online payment system has been slightly delayed due to some 
technical issues, however in preparation for this, it is very important that we have your up to date 
email address on file. If you have changed your email address recently please email the office on 
office@friars.southend.sch.uk

Finally, a big thank you to all of our parents and carers for your understanding and flexibility 
around the changes made to our end of day routines. All of these measures are to keep 
everybody in our school community safe and having spoken to colleagues at other schools, they 
appear to be making similar tweaks to maximise safety. Your continued support is much 
appreciated. 

Have a great weekend.

Dates for the diary

OCTOBER
Monday 12th

Individual and sibling photos

Monday 26th - Friday 30th 

HALF TERM

NOVEMBER

Monday 2nd 

INSET Day

DECEMBER

Friday 18th

INSET Day

Monday 21st - Monday 4th January
Christmas break

FEBRUARY
Friday 12th
INSET Day

Monday 15th - Friday 19th
Half term

MARCH
Monday 29th - Friday 9th April

Easter break

MAY
Monday 3rd & 31st

Bank Holiday
Friday 28th 
INSET Day

JUNE

Tuesday 1st - Friday 4th 

Half term

JULY

Thursday 22nd - Tuesday 31st August 

Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Key Stage 1

It has been so lovely seeing all of the children back in the class and they have settled so well. This 
week they have enjoyed exploring their new classrooms and using all of the resources to inspire 
their learning. We have had children using the art area to create their own bags, watches and 
kites and they have then tested them out in our outside area. 

Covid & Safety updates

Please continue to keep a safe distance, not only from other children and parents, but also from 
our staff that are helping on the playgrounds or around the site. You should maintain a two 
metre distance where possible and if you cannot keep a two metre distance, reduce the risk to 
yourself and others by maintaining at least a one metre distance. 

To assist further with this, please can we ask that NO bikes or scooters are brought onto site. 
This also includes younger children that may have ridden them to school when collecting their 
older siblings. Our pathways are very narrow and we want to give maximum space to allow for 
distancing measures to take place. 

In discussions with Public Health England this week, we were advised a wet cough, sore throat 
and a runny nose are definitely just a cold if no other Covid symptoms are present and children 
can continue to come to school in the normal way. 

Please ensure that you only visit the school office in an emergency. If you need to enter 
the school building for any reason, please wear a face covering. Where possible, all contact 
should be via the office email or by telephone. Dinner money can be sent in with your children in 
a named envelope and any contact with teachers can be made using the year group emails, 
shown on the left.  

Please refer to our Frequently Asked Questions guide for more information.  

Attendance

KS1 – Robins - 98.6%
KS2 – 3T – 99.7%

Year Group Emails 
Please contact your child’s teacher using 

the following email addresses;  

nursery@friars.southend.sch.uk

reception@friars.southend.sch.uk

year1@friars.southend.sch.uk

year2@friars.southend.sch.uk

year3@friars.southend.sch.uk

year4@friars.southend.sch.uk

year5@friars.southend.sch.uk

year6@friars.southend.sch.uk

mailto:office@friars.southend.sch.uk


Year 4

It has been lovely to see the children all come back with smiles on their faces and ready to learn. 
All of them have settled back into our new routine very well. They had a fantastic time creating 
music using body parts, cups and chopsticks. PE involved throwing and catching as they played 
rounders. Our times tables are already improving and we have been introduced to our new Layered 
Reading book, The Firework-Maker’s Daughter, which is off to an exciting start.

Year 5

PE

We have had a great week in year 5. The children have settled back into school life extremely well 
and have been working very hard. In English, we have been looking at a variety of word classes 
that have helped to make our writing descriptive and interesting to read. The children have also 
continued to work on their understanding of place value in maths. We began the week by 
introducing our first topic of the Ancient Egyptians and we look forward to discovering more about 
this period of history.

Year 3 have spent this week being introduced to the wonderful opening chapter of The Iron Man 
by Ted Hughes. They have spent time making predictions about the story and explored how 
language is used to get the reader ‘hooked’. In science, the children have started investigating 
push and pull forces for the start of their Forces and Magnets topic. In geography, they have 
enjoyed looking at maps and identifying physical and human features of the local environment.

Key Stage 2

Year 3

It was wonderful to welcome our new Year 2 children back to school and they have settled very 
well into their new classrooms and routines. We have already started our topic of ‘Traditional Tales’ 
and have read the story ‘The Gingerbread Man’. The children have enjoyed describing the 
characters using nouns and adjectives and will be creating their own versions of the story next 
week. In maths, we have been revisiting some of the number work which the children learnt during 
Year 1 such as numbers 1-100 and number bonds to 10. We have played the interactive game ‘Hit 
the Button’ which helps to develop their speed of recall of these facts. You can play it at home too 
– just Google it! In science, we have been on a ‘materials hunt’ within our school grounds and 
identified objects made from wood, glass, plastic and metal. We recorded our findings using iPad 
photographs and talked about our observations. All of the children now have reading books and 
reading record books. Please read regularly with your child at home and write the book/page 
number in the reading record. Have a lovely weekend!

Dinner Menu – Week one

Monday – Homemade spaghetti 
bolognese and a bread roll

Cauliflower & broccoli pasta bake
Jacket potato with cheese, baked beans or 

tuna mayonnaise
Pea and seasonal salad selection

Fruit crumble and custard

Tuesday - Sweet and sour chicken and 
rice

Cheese and tomato omelette
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked beans or 

tuna mayonnaise
Green beans and seasonal salad selection

Fruit trifle

Wednesday - Roast pork, apple sauce 
and crispy roast potatoes, vegetable ravioli
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked beans or 

tuna mayonnaise
Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 

selection
ice cream tub

Thursday - Homemade ham, cheese and 
tomato quiche and new potatoes

Cheese pastry
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked beans or 

tuna mayonnaise
Sweetcorn and seasonal salad selection

Marble sponge and custard

Friday - Cod fish fingers and chips
Veggie fingers and chips

Jacket potato with Cheese, baked beans or 
tuna mayonnaise

Baked beans and seasonal salad selection
Yoghurt and biscuit

Available daily

Cold packed lunch
Cool milk

Chilled water
Wholemeal and white bread

Fresh fruit and yoghurt

Year 6

It has been so good to see all the children back in school, enthusiastic to renew their learning. This 

week there have been lots of new beginnings. The children have started studying this half-term’s 

theme of the Victorians. The focus of science is forces including gravity and friction with the use of 

Newton meters. We have started reading our layered reading book and have been introduced to 

‘Michael’ who will narrate the story throughout. 

There were several children who have arrived at school with their mobile phones. Please do not 

send mobile phones into school unless it is an absolute necessity.

Year 2

Attendance cup winners
KS1 – 2S & 1BF both with 99.3% 
KS2 – 5VB, 6D & 6G all with 100%

House points winners
KS2 – Windsor
KS1 – Windsor

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Thank you for sending the children into school in their PE Kits on their specified day this week, this 
has worked really well. Please look at the table on the left for your child’s PE day. 

Please note that a plain tracksuit or black sports leggings can be worn as the weather gets colder. 

Hamstel Junior School are unable to provide us with any suitable slots for swimming this term and 
the leisure centres have not yet reopened fully to schools. Please rest assured that we are trying to 
find a viable and safe way of resuming our swimming lessons as soon as possible.

Monday Year 2

Tuesday Year 4

Wednesday Year 1 & Year 3

Thursday Year 5

Friday Year 6

It has been wonderful seeing the children maintain and develop their friendships. All of the 
children have been sent home with a new reading book and these will be collected in every 
Thursday and sent back out on a Monday. We hope you have a lovely weekend and we shall see 
you back in school next week.


