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Review of The Week

Nursery

Reception

Early Years

This week the new members of our nursery have continued to explore the 
environment finding areas of interest to them. This term our aim is to promote the 
love of reading and mark making. To introduce this, we have changed a few areas 
around our nursery. Our reading area is now a fantasy forest and the children have 
enjoyed a new selection of books and props within it. In our mark making area, we 
have added trays of sand, salt and oats and have encouraged the children to make 
patterns, lines or the initial of their name using their fingers and mark making tools.   

The reception children have loved playing with the marble run and the marbles. They 

have been matching marbles into Numicon holes and practising their one to one 

counting. We have been making up puppet shows and entertaining our friends using 

our little puppet theatre.

Outside, the children have been making up games using the giant Numicon and have 

been doing lots of building using construction to create their own houses and bases.   

It’s been another busy week at Friars and after months of planning, it was brilliant to 
see our Year 2s kick off our outdoor learning projects with Mr Brady. Despite the 
inclement weather, the children really enjoyed being outdoors and making great 
additions to our garden such as bird feeders and bug hotels. 
We had our special movie themed lunchtime on Thursday. Well done to all of the 
children that chose to eat the delicious food prepared by Mrs Stephens and her team. 
We hope it has encouraged the children to eat our school meals more regularly.  
Every child that ate a school meal was awarded with a raffle ticket, congratulations go 
to our 3 lucky winners that left with a £20 cinema voucher each. 
This week we also met with our Parent Council who offered some great ideas and 
feedback for key  school areas as funding, homework and our summer programme of 
events. Thank you to those that attended. If you would like to be involved, please give 
your name in to the office. Have a good weekend!

Mr McClay            Mr Roche

Dates for the diary

JANUARY

Tuesday 28th
Able writers day at Thorpedene

Monday 3rd - Friday 7th
Year 6 practise test week

Thursday 6th 
Coffee morning - all welcome

Monday 10th
Cook4Life parent workshop -

1.30pm
Thursday 13th

Coffee morning - all welcome

FEBRUARY

Friday 14th 
INSET DAY

Monday 17th - Friday 21st
Half term

Wednesday 26th
KS1 Cross Country
Thursday 27th

Coffee morning - all welcome

MARCH

Monday 2nd - Friday 6th
Book week

Year 6 practise test week
Thursday 5th

Coffee morning - all welcome
Southend Makes Music - Palace

Theatre
Thursday 19th 

Coffee morning - all welcome
Infant Music Festival Key Stage 1

In Year 1 the children have continued their winter poetry work by walking around 

the school grounds to find out what they can see, feel and hear. We have helped 

the children write a list of these things along with great words to describe them. In 

maths we have been investigating pairs of numbers that make 20. Our curriculum 

work has focused on emotions, the weather and light and dark. 

This week Year 2 have been solving multiplication and division word problems in 

maths. In English we have started to rewrite the story of the Gruffalo and we have

Outdoor learning is coming 

soon to a classroom near 

you! 

Please get wellies, old 

clothes and waterproof 

coats ready. 



Year 4

A fantastic week for Year 4 this week! On Tuesday we were immersed into our new 
topic with our Ancient Greece hook day. Some of the children came in fantastic 
costumes to take part in our topic linked activities throughout the day. We began with 
a brief introduction to Ancient Greece and the amazing influence they had on us. We 
looked at the Greek gods that lived on Mount Olympus and researched them to create 
banners to parade around in our very own Olympic games with Mr Webster in the 
afternoon. We also created our own laurel wreaths for the procession. We ended the 
day by studying some Greek music and using the ukuleles. Great fun was had by all! 

Year 5

Sports

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Year 5 were lucky enough to watch a local acting group this week who came in to 
perform their own play about children’s emotional well-being and friendships. 
Everyone found it very enjoyable and informative. We wrote letters to Lord Stanley 
regarding his allegiance during the Battle of Bosworth. In geography we have begun to 
investigate our local environment by examining the land use and features within our 
school grounds from an aerial perspective.

This week, Year 3 have been continuing with the text “Leon and the Place Between” 

and looking in more detail at how the author uses language to enhance the story. The 

children stepped into role as one of the characters and created thought bubbles to 

show how their character was feeling at key moments within the text. In history, we 

have explored how the Roman Empire expanded, looking in detail at the countries that 

they originated from and invaded.  During geography the children enjoyed using 

Ordanance Survey maps of the local area and locating sources of water both natural 

and man-made.

Key Stage 2

Year 3

made some fantastic improvements to Julia Donaldson’s original story! In Science, 2B 

have been learning about animals and their babies while 2SD have been taking part in 

our first outdoor learning sessions which have gone really well. The children have had 

a brilliant week! Please remember that it will be 2B’s turn for outdoor learning next 

week so please send in the children’s outdoor clothes on Monday. Also please 

continue to read and learn spellings at home with your child.

Mr Webster will be starting running clubs  next week for any children keen to develop 
their running skills. These are open clubs so anybody can attend and will start at 
8:10am and finish by 8:30am. These will be on Tuesday for KS1 and  Thursday for KS2. 
If your child wishes to attend, they can come to school in warm clothing, a waterproof 
coat and trainers to run in and then change into school uniform once finished.  

NEW MENU

Dinner Menu – Week one

Monday – Homemade spaghetti 
bolognese and a bread roll

Cauliflower & broccoli pasta bake
Jacket potato with cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Pea and seasonal salad selection

Fruit crumble and custard

Tuesday - Sweet and sour chicken 
and rice

Cheese and tomato omelette
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Green beans and seasonal salad 

selection
Fruit trifle

Wednesday - Roast pork, apple 
sauce and crispy roast potatoes, 

vegetable ravioli
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Mixed vegetables and seasonal salad 

selection
ice cream tub

Thursday - Homemade ham, cheese 
and tomato quiche and new potatoes

Cheese pastry
Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 

beans or tuna mayonnaise
Sweetcorn and seasonal salad 

selection
Marble sponge and custard

Friday - Cod fish fingers and chips
Veggie fingers and chips

Jacket potato with Cheese, baked 
beans or tuna mayonnaise

Baked beans and seasonal salad 
selection

Yoghurt and biscuit

Available daily

Cold packed lunch
Cool milk

Chilled water
Wholemeal and white bread

Fresh fruit and yoghurt

Year 6

Accurately calculating the area of regular and compound shapes has been the main 
focus in maths for Year 6 this week. In English, the children have continued to work on 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by learning the story of Rosa Parks. Year 6 
also had a reminder about the dangers of social media through a drama presentation 
about cyber bullying on Tuesday. 

Attendance

Whole school – 95.9% 

KS1 – Robins - 98.6%
KS2 – 3T – 99.7%

House points

KS2 – Stirling
KS1 – Stirling and Caernarfon 


