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Welcome back to the last part of the school year. It hardly seems possible that we only have five
and a bit weeks left before the holidays but we certainly have lots of fun activities planned for the 
summer term with lots of educational visits, visitors to school, special assemblies and other great 
events taking place.

We have a really busy week next week, starting with our wonderful PTA Fathers Day sale on 
Tuesday 15th. Don’t forget to send children in with their money to buy their gifts. They all cost 
£1.50. On Wednesday 16th the wonderful Gemma’s Farm will be enjoyed by our Reception and 
Year 1 children. On Thursday 17th we take the Year 6 children to the Thriftwood Activity Centre for 
a fun-filled day of adventure. Please remember that if you haven’t been able to make a 
contribution or given your permission via ParentPay for your child to attend these events, you 
will need to do so immediately. 

This week in our Monday assembly, we spoke to the children about sun safety. The warm weather 
looks set to continue, so please send the children to school with a sun hat, a water bottle, suitable 
uniform for warm weather and sun cream already applied. Please note that our staff cannot apply 
sun cream for the children. 

Health and Safety

We have noticed a larger number of children playing within the school grounds at the end of the 
school day. Whilst, it is lovely to see, please can we respectfully ask that you continue to respect 
the bubbles and COVID restrictions that are in place and leave the site promptly after collecting 
your child. Please also ensure that any children that have already been collected stay with you 
whilst waiting to collect siblings. Thank you for your cooperation.  

Dates for the diary

JUNE

Tuesday 15th

PTA Fathers Day Sale
Wednesday 16th

Class Photographs 
Gemma’s Farm
Thursday 17th

Year 6 – Thriftwood
Friday 25th

Year 3 Viking Day
Wednesday 30th

Year 4 – Friars Park

JULY

Monday 5th

Y1 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am
Y2 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am

Tuesday 6th
Y3 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am

Y4 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am
Wednesday 7th

Year 4 – East Beach
Thursday 8th

Y5 Sports Day 9:15am-10:15am
Y6 Sports Day 10:45am-11:45am

Tuesday 13th – 6pm-8pm
Online Safety Parent Workshop

Wednesday 14th

Year 5 – Thriftwood
Thursday 15th

Year 2 - Colchester Zoo

Thursday 22nd -Tuesday 31st 
August 

Summer break

Mr McClay Mr Roche

Review of The Week
Early Years

Nursery

Everyone in Nursery has returned happily after a week off and resettled well. This week we have 
really enjoyed the outdoors, especially water play. Some children have played hook a duck, 
recognising numbers on each of them. Others have explored getting water from one place to 
another using tubes and pipes. We have also run water through the guttering to make the boats 
move. To enhance this play we have used bottles, funnels, tubs and a water pump. 

What a wonderful bright and sunny week! This week we had great fun listening to the 3 Billy 
Goats Gruff story. Then we built bridges outside to 'trip trap’ over. One of them was over water-
luckily no one fell in! In maths, we have been learning that numbers 6-10 are made of number 5

Reception
House points winners
KS1 – Stirling (Blue)
KS2 – Stirling (Blue)

Attendance
KS1 – 2B – 99.7%
KS2 – 6D – 100%
Whole School – 96.8%  

On Friday 2nd July we will be having a ‘Bad Hare’ day in honour of 
our leveret that will join the ‘Hares about Town’ project across 
Southend. It will be great to see the most creative hairstyles and 
colours coming into school. The children should wear their 
school uniform. Any big changes to hairstyles should only be 
temporary and hair must be natural again come Monday. 
Donations for havens are not expected but if you would like to 
make a donation we will collect these and pass funds to Havens.

Don’t forget to look out for ‘Friars McFruitface’ somewhere 
around town very soon. 

We hope you have a great weekend and enjoy cheering on the 
home nations in the Euros that start tonight. 



In Year 2 this week we have started to research Australia in English. We enjoyed researching our 
own information on the iPads and discovering lots of interesting facts. Did you know that only 24 
million people live there and the UK could fit into Australia 22 times? In maths, we have been 
recapping number and place value as well as a mix of addition, subtraction, times tables and 
division. We have shown that we have remembered lots of the maths methods we have been 
taught to find the answers to various calculations. In science, we have started to look at animals 
and their habitats and thinking about why the animals live there. 

Year 2

What a fabulous start to the new half term! Year 1 have been busy learning about the different 
countries in the United Kingdom, their flags and capital cities. In maths, we have been solving 
subtraction calculations and word problems using practical resources and number lines to help. 
Our Power Of Reading work has focused on the book "Lila and the Secret of Rain" where the 
children have been looking at a village in Kenya.
Important reminder - next Wednesday is photo day and Gemma's Farm will be visiting us. Thank 
you to everyone who has already paid for this. If you have not made a contribution yet, please can 
you do this before Wednesday. Thanks

Year 1

Key Stage 1

and a friend- so 7 is 5 and 2, 8 is 5 and 3. The Numberblocks helped us learn this! Some of us 
moved onto looking at bigger numbers made of 10 and a friend such as 13, 18 and 19. We are all 
working hard in phonics and we are feeling more and more confident about writing. Please make 
sure on these hot, hot, hot days your child ALWAYS has a named hat, sun cream is applied before 
school and they have a named bottle of water. Thank you! Roll on Gemma's Farm next 
week! We wonder who we will meet? . If you have not made a contribution yet, please can you 
do this before Wednesday. Thanks

Year 4

This week in English we have been learning how to write our own newspaper reports. We looked 
at a story called “Tuesday” in which a group of frogs were spotted flying around a town on their 
lily pads! We had fun thinking about who to interview and predicting what might happen next in 
the town. In Maths, we have been learning about fractions and how to convert them into 
decimals. 4B have thoroughly enjoyed their outdoor learning this week, building bonfires and 
cooking food. 4S will be doing their own outdoor learning next week. Phew!

Year 5

This week Year 5 have settled well after their half term break. They have been studying another 
play from Shakespeare, this time a slightly less gruesome tale; A Midsummers Night dream. The 
children worked hard to understand the twists and turns in the plot and created some engaging 
character descriptions. The week began with a diary entry using the Mary Rose and its maiden 
voyage as stimulus. In science, they discovered the perils of a sailor’s diet in Tudor times and what 
vitamins they needed to have included in their diets to avoid illness and even death. In geography 
they enjoyed the outdoors and, after locating Shoeburyness on OS Maps and atlases, they 
searched their local environment for physical and human features of the landscape.

This week the children in Year 3 have all enjoyed being plant hunters as part of our learning in 
Science. They observed and identified the different plants within the school grounds and were 
amazed at how many and how colourful they were. They also learnt about some famous plant 
hunters and the plants that they brought to Britain from other countries. The children had a lovely 
time in the computer suite on Monday recapping their computer skills. In Maths, the children have 
been learning how to solve multiplication calculations that are quite tricky and are all getting to 
grips with the formal written method for solving these. 

Key Stage 2
Year 3

Year 6
What a fantastic week for Year 6! Whilst we have still been working hard in class, a resounding 
highlight of the week has to be our ‘Teambuilding’ morning with Mr Brady. The children blew us 
away with their team-building skills. They listened to each other, took on board advice from their 
peers, listened well to instructions, solved problems they encountered and showed huge resilience 
and perseverance in some of the trickier tasks. The skills they gained from this morning were 
invaluable and such a great time was had by all – adults included! I don’t think we’ve laughed that 
much for a long time! 

Dinner Menu – Week One

Monday 
Roasted vegetable & bean hotpot

Sweetcorn & courgette fritter with side 
salad

Pasta with cheese & chive sauce
Peas

Apple & cinnamon sponge with custard

Tuesday
Beef enchiladas

Squash & lentil curry with steamed 
rice

Jacket potato with cheese or salmon 
mayonnaise

Chinese cabbage
Strawberry cheesecake

Wednesday
Roast chicken fillets with roast 

potatoes & gravy
Vegan cornish pasty with roast 

potatoes 
Pasta with roasted tomato & pepper 

sauce
Green cabbage & carrots

Chocolate sponge & chocolate sauce

Thursday
Cumberland sausage with mash & 

gravy
Potato crust cheese & tomato quiche 

with side salad
Jacket potato with baked beans or 

cheese
Green beans & cauliflower

Fruit burst jelly

Friday
Fish finger bap with homemade tartare 

sauce & side salad
Vegetarian finger bap with homemade 

ketchup & side salad
Pasta with creamy mushroom sauce

Baked beans & sweetcorn
Chocolate & orange cookie

Fresh Baked Bread available daily

Outdoor learning next week is 

4S

Friars is part of the
Portico Academy Trust

Sports News

What a great week of enthusiasm. effort and teamwork as all of the classes begin their 
preparation for their Sports Days. Well done Friars!  

IMPORTANT NOTICE
On Wednesday 16th we will be 

visited by Tempest Photographers 
to take class photos. If your child 
is in Reception, Year 1, Year 3 

or 4S, please send children to 
school in their normal school 
uniform. Year 3 and Class 4S 

children can bring their PE kits or 
older clothes to change into, once 

photographs have been taken. 
Thank you


