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Friday 12th June 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Government announcement 
You will have heard in the news this week that the Government has recognised that it is not practical to 
bring back children in other year groups. This means that there is no longer an expectation that children in 
Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 will return before the summer. We are aware that many schools will not be 
accommodating other year groups, however we do want to welcome more children back if it is safe to do so.  
 
Possible return of Year 2 
Obviously every year group is important to us but unfortunately we cannot open our doors to everyone 
safely at this time. Having to teach children in ‘bubbles’ of no more than 15 makes things difficult with the 
limited amount of space we have. There is also the issue of having a limited number of adults. All of our 
adults in school are working with children to ensure that we are as safe as possible. This means that they 
are either in class or giving other support such as providing supervision across the school day for the 
numerous staggered starts, breaks, lunches and home times.  
 
We have decided that if we can manage the return of another year group it would be Year 2. Like Reception 
and Year 6, Year 2 is a point where the children transition to a new phase of learning. Year 2 children leave 
Key Stage 1 behind and prepare for the move to Key Stage 2.  
 
If we find that we are in a position to invite Year 2 children back into school, the children would be in Monday 
to Thursday over a 4-week period beginning on Monday 22nd June. The offer would be from 12:30pm until 
3:30pm each day. The children would need to have lunch at home before arriving.  
 
To assess whether or not we can make this offer, we need to find out the exact numbers we would need to 
accommodate. If you are a Year 2 parent or carer, I would be very grateful if you could complete the 
survey that has been sent to you through SchoolPing by ticking the box to indicate whether you would 
be a yes or no for sending your child back. Please note that it might be that your child would not be with their 
class teacher. 
 
Please can I ask for the survey to be completed by Tuesday 16th June at 9am. If you indicate yes in the 
survey we will contact you on Wednesday 17th June with more information. If you indicate no you will not be 
able to change your mind this side of the summer holidays. If we do not hear back from you we will have to 
presume you are a no and not sending your child in.  
 
If you cannot access SchoolPing to give your response, please email or call the school on the details at the 
top of this letter. 
 
Non-returning children from Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
Over the past two weeks we have welcomed many Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 6 children through our 
doors. We were very pleased to be able to bring the children in so quickly and we are extremely proud of our 
staff for juggling the additional pressures all families have experienced during this unprecedented time with 
their commitment to our school reopening. I know that a number of schools had to take more time and that 
some Essex schools have still not seen any children return. Much hard work went into our reopening but it 
has been a huge success. 
 
 

mailto:office@friars.southend.sch.uk


To this point some parents have decided to keep their children off school and we fully respect those 
decisions. A number of parents and carers did explain last week that they might send their children back a 
little later in the half-term. However, we are now at a point where we do need to ask everyone to 
provide us with a definite yes or no around intentions this side of the summer.  
 
If you are a parent or carer that this applies to, I would be very grateful if you could complete the survey 
that has been sent to you through SchoolPing to indicate whether you are a yes or no for sending your 
child back before the summer break. Again, if we do not hear back from you we will presume you are a no. 
You will not be able to change your mind this side of the summer holidays. If you do reply yes, we would 
expect to see your child in school next week. Please remember that we do need at least a school day to 
prepare for new arrivals. A member of staff will call you before your child’s restart to confirm their place and 
details of their return. 
 
Please can I ask for this survey also to be completed by Tuesday 16th June at 9am. I do realise that we 
have asked for several surveys to be completed over our school closure, and my apologies if your position 
has remained unchanged across each one. At the same time, the situation around the pandemic is ever 
changing and we do recognise that thoughts and opinions do indeed change. 
 
If you cannot access SchoolPing to give your response, please email or call the school. 
 
Home learning 
Although our staff have been extremely busy with the reopening of school, we have continued to ensure that 
work has been posted to Seesaw for each year group, every week. You may have read the message on 
Seesaw that it might not be your child’s class teacher who is responding to their home learning any longer. 
This is because their class teachers are now working in bubbles teaching every day and our main priority 
has had to be the safe reopening of the school. Current government guidance to schools acknowledges that 
it may be difficult to maintain the same level of remote education to those year groups who are not eligible to 
attend and we now only have a very small team managing home learning for the whole school. As a result 
you might have noticed a change in the way work has been responded to or a reduction in the amount of 
work set.  
 
Once our eligible children have all returned safely to school and the pressures of reopening begin to ease, 
we may be in a position to develop our home learning platform further. If in the meantime you find that the 
weekly work posted on Seesaw is not enough for your child, we would encourage parents to utilise the Oak 
National Academy resources set up by the government, where you can find daily lessons for each year 
group. The link is here https://www.thenational.academy/ 
 
Reports 
Next month all parents and carers will receive school reports for their children. We will also share at this time 
the classes the children will be in for 2020-21.  
 
 
We are all really missing the children who are not in school and we are crossing our fingers that come 
September things will be back to normal or as close to normal as possible. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support through these challenging times. It is very much appreciated by 
all of the staff at the school.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
C. McClay 
Mr. C. McClay 
Principal 

https://www.thenational.academy/

